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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THAT the Public may judge of the diſpoſition 
of certain individuals in this country, and of the 
nature of the intercourſe which they have held with 
perſons in France—that they may form a juſt idea 
of the conduct of France towards all Neutral Na- 
tions ; towards our allies, and towards this country 


itſelf, the following Papers are collected, and laid 
before them. 


No further comment is made, becauſe the Papers 
ſpeak for themſelves : they contain principles, if 
they can be ſo called, ſubverſive of all Juſtice, and 


of every Law upon which Nations have hitherto 


acted ; and evidently demonſtrate the determined 
hoſtility of France towards this country. 


To the Second Edition, the Reader will perceive 
that very conſiderable additions are made, The 
Decree of War againſt this country, and the cu- 
rious diſcuſſions which preceded it, were of a nature 


fully to entitle them to a place in this collection. 
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 Addreſſe de la Societe de Newington, d la Convention Na- 
tionale, date du 31ieme Octobre, 1792.  Lue dans 
la Seance du Ioieme Nav. 1792. | 
Adreſſe des Amis du Peuple de la Ville de Newington, d Is 
Convention Nationale de Ia Republic Francoiſe. 
ſt: Londres, le 31me O84. 1792. | 


Fs ANCOIS et Concitoyens du Monde: Reunis 

a l'effet d'obtenir une Repreſentation juſte et egale du 
Peuple, et une Reforme enticre dus Abus nombreux qui 
ſe ſont glifſes dans le Gouvernement de ce Pays, nous 
voyons, avec autant de peine que d'Inquietude, les efforts. 
ouverts ou caches qũon ne ceſſe de faire pour troubler la 
Paix, et renverſer la Liberté nouvelle de la Nation Fran- 
coiſe. Nous vous felicitons cependant bien cordialement 
de la defaite et de PFexpulfion totale des Armèes Com- 
binées de ces deſpotes inſenſes, de ces Rebelles impies 
qui sont venus porterla Deſolation dans vos Campagnes, 
le ravage dans vos Villes, et maſſacrer impitoyablement 
| leurs! innocens habitans. La Boats de votre Cauſe devoit 


B | etre 


+, Ho 

etre couronnee du Succes; votre Sageſſe, votre Bra- 
voure Font aſſurẽ; vos ſages decrets ont deja eclaire 
Europe; et pareils aux Rayons du Soleil, ils eclaireront 
bientot les quatre parties du Monde: les deux grands 
Remparts de la Liberte humaine sont les Corps legiſlatif 
et judiciare; en organiſſant bien le ſecond, vous vous 
etes aſſure les avantages du premier. Vous avez depuis 
donne une Preuye de votre ſageſſe conſommòè en tenant 
les pouvoirs legiilatif, judiciare, et executif entièrement 
diſtincts, et en declarant que les deux derniers ſeroient 
reſpectivement reſponſable au grand Conseil de la Na- 
tion. C'eſt deſormais en France que la Juſtice ſera 
adminiſtree a peu de Frais; que le Commerce, ſous vos 
Loix ſalutaires, ſera utilement protege, et que les pro- 
* de FInduftrie ſeront partout aſſurẽes. 

Sénateurs illuftres ! Légiſlateurs eclaires, chers Amis, 
nous pouvons vous informer aujourd'hui et avec une 
Satisfaction bien vraie, que TInimitis impice, ſi long 
tems et fi mẽchamment entretenue dans le Coeur d'un 
Peuple genereux envers la Nation Francoiſe, par les 
Manceuvres et I'Intrigue dune Cour perfide, n'exiſte plus 
que dans Pame des pervers qui profitent des Abus, et 
que nous faluons d'avance aver tranſport Theureux 
moment qui reunira les deux Nations d'un bien indiſſo- 
Juble, comme le Precurſeur de la Paix et de la We 
eorde univerſelle. 

Oeſt avec la plus vive et la 5 profonde Senkbilits 
que nous contemplons le -Sueces de vos Armes dans 
votre Enterptiſe glorieuſe d' arracher a VEſclavage et au 
Deſpotiſme les braves Nations qui bordent vos Fron- 
tiẽres: Combien eſt ſainte MHumanitẽ qui vous porte a 
briſer leurs fers. 
(Signé) 

JOHN FRED. SCHIEFFER, . 
FRANK PEACOCK, SECRKETAIRE» 
Addreſs 


1 
Auureſi from the Society of Newington to the National Cine 


vention, dated the 310 October, 1792. Read in 
the Sitting of the 10th November. 


Addreſs from the Friends of the People of the Town of News 
| ingtony to the National Convention, London, the 


31/ Of. 1792. 


Hamcanenr and Brother-Citizens of the World: 
Being united in order to obtain a juft and equal Repreſentation 
of the People, and an entire Reform of the numberle/s Abuſes 
which have crept into the Government of this Country, we fee 
with as much pain as uneaſineſs the open or ſecret efforts which 
are made to diſturb the Peace and overthrow the New 
Liberty of the French Nation. We congratulate you, 
however, very cordially on the total Defeat and Ex- 
pulſion of the Combined Armies of thoſe ſenſeleſs Deſpots | 
and their impious Rebels, who came to deſolate your 
Fields, ravage your Towns, and maſſacre the innocent 
Inhabitants : the goodneſs of your Cauſe could not but 
be crowned with Succeſs; your Wiſdom and Valour 
have enſured itz your wiſe Decrees have enlightened 
Europe, and, like the rays of the Sun, will ſoon enlighten 
the four parts of the World, The two great bulwarks 
of human Liberty are the Legiſlative and Judiciary 
Bodies ; by a proper organization of the latter, you have 
enſured to yourſelves the advantage of the former: You 
have ſince given a proof of your conſummate wiſdom, by 
keeping the Legiſlative, Judiciary, and Executive Powers 
entirely diſtinct, and by declaring that the two latter 
ſhould be reſpectively reſponſible to the Grand Council 
of the Nation. It will be in France that Juſtice will 
henceforward be adminiſtered at little expence, that 
Commerce, by your ſalutary Laws, will be uſefully 
protected, and that the produg of induſtry will be every. 
where enfured. . 

AO Senators, dear Friends, enlightened Le» 


iſlators, 


* 
? 
1 
* 
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gillators, we can inform you at this day, and with the 
trueſt Satisfaction, that the impious enmity ſo long and 
malignantly kept up in the hearts of a generous People 
towards the French Nation, by the manceuvres and in- 
trigues of a perfidious Court, exiſts no more but in the 
hearts of the perverſe, who profit by Abuſes, and that 
we anticipate with tranſport the happy moment that 
ſhall unite the two Nations by an indiſſoluble bond, as 
the forerunner of univerſal peace and concord. 

It is with the warmeſt and moſt profound ſenſibility 
that we behold the ſucceſs of your Arms, in your ander- 
taking to deliver from Slavery and Deſpotiſm the brave Na- 
tions which border your Frontiers How haly is the Humanity 
OP prompts you to break their Chains. 

(Signed) 
JOHN FREDERICK SCHIEFFER, PagsivaNT. | 
' FRANCIS PEACOCK, Szcarrany, 


The . then read the Anſwer he had written to five 
| E agli Societies 


ENGLISHMEN, and Brother - Citizens of the World: | 


The National Convention has heard with the warmeſt 
Senſibility, the generous Declaration of the Engliſh. 


Citizens who cordially unite with us in our labours, 


The Sentiments of 5000 Britons, devoted openly to 
the cauſe of Mankind, exiſts without doubt in the 
Hearts of all the Freemen in England. | 

Let them not ſill confider the Neutrality as a reproach | 
while they are Spectators of the grand ſtruggle for 
Liberty againſt Deſpotiſm their reſpect for a Conſtitu- 
tion which they have learnt to judge in ſilence, is no 
longer that antiquated Superſtition which promiſed to 
Government the impunity of its faults ; it is rather the 
effect of a prudent and political gravity, of which being 
able to ger {ts force, ſeems to command the Government to 
obſerve 


1 


obſerve that Neutrality, and to warn it to be as juſt, or at 
leaſt as prudent as the Nation. 

Believe, generous Engliſhmen, that by following that 
ſyſtem, you do not leſs concur with us in the grand 
work of Liberty, Let us advance ſome ſteps further in 
that career in which you were our Precurſors, and let us 
enjoy by anticipation, and with a common hope, that 
epocha (doubtleſs not far diſtant), when the Intereſts of 
Europe and of Mankind ſhall invite the two Nations ta 
ſtretch out the hand of Fraternity. 

(This Anſwer was adopted,) 


Addrefſe de Ia Societe de la Revolution de Londres d la Con- 
vention Nationale, datee du 5 Nov. 1792. Lue dans la 
Stance du lier Novembre. 


Un Secretaire fait lecture de la piece ſuivante Addreſſe de la 
Societe de la Revolution de Londres, d la . 
Nationale de France, 


CITOYENS Frangois, la Societe inflituce pour per- 
petuer la Memoire de la Revolution de la Grande Bre- 
tagne, vous fait cette Addreſſe avec le plus ſincere re- 
ſpect. 

Sur la propoſition de Fun de nos Membres, le feu 
Docteur PRI E, dont nous regrettons la perte, nous vous 
avons deja felicite de vos premiers ſucces dans la cauſe 
commune dela Liberte, et nous ne pouvons garder le ſilence 
dans une epoque auſſi fertile en evenemens, Quand 
meme les Ennemis qui ont envahis la France ravage- 
roient encore vos Villes, nous vous ferions toujours cette 
Addreſſe, dans Veſpoir qu'une Nation qui ne combat pas 
ſeulement pour elle-meme, mais encore pour tout le 


— 
r 
« - wt =p 


* 


| 4 (6 ] 
genre humain, finiroit par etre victorieuſe. Lev Tyrans 
qui vous menacoient ſe ſont: retirés honteuſement, et les 
| amis de la liberté de tous les pays partagent la joie de vos 
; 5 triomphes. | 
5 Noug nous rejouiſihes far tout de votre Ahiere Be- 
5 : volution du 10 Aout, qui etoit ſi neceſſaire pour vous. 
| aſſurer les avantages que la premiere avoit fait eſperer; 
et nous anticipons avec plaiſir le moment ou vous aures 
acheve vos travaux, et fonde un Gouvernement ſage et 
equitable, qui puiſſe etre Padmiration des amis de Phomme, 
| | et la terreur et le deſeſpoir des T yrans. 
| Repreſentans d'un peuple, nous honorons aujourd'hui 
la mémoire de nos braves Ancetres, qui réſiſterent a la 
tyrannie de CHaRLEs Premier, et nous célébrons la Rèꝰ- 
volution qui chaſſa ſon fils. Nous ne pouvons pas dou- 
ter du droit qui appartient à tous les peuples de faire 
rẽſiſtance à l' oppreſſion; et de ſe donner telle forme de 
Gouvernement qui peut leur Ctre dictée par leur propre 
fagefſe: ce droit, reconnu dans la théorie par tous les 
defenſeurs de la liberté, fit la baſe de la Revolution que 
nous celebrons; et nous goutons une douce joie en voy- 
ant que ce droit d' inſurrection a ete exerce avec ſucces 
dans une auſſi vaſte contree que la Republique de France. 
Nous defirons ardemment que les deux Nations, lices 
par la nature, mais diviſees pendant des fiecles par les 
intrigues des Cours et Forgueil des Princes, puiſſent etre 
bientot unies par Pamour de la paix, et par les ſervices 
reciproque, d'un commerce degage de toute efpece den- 
traves; nous deſirons que la France et la Grande Bre- 
tagne, autrefois rivales dans la carriere trompeuſe et 
funeſte de “ambition, n'ayent plus maintenant d' autre 
Emulation que celle de faire des efforts pour biter le 
regne de la liberté, des lumieres et du bonheur de Thu- 
manite, et pour faire tellement reſpecter les droits de 
— ſur toute la terre, que ] le caractere et les diſtine- 
; tions 
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tions de tyran et Bofelave, ne foyent plus connus que 
duns Phiſtoire. 814 


J. TOWERS, PrEsIDENT. 
— COOPER, SECRETAIRE., 
eme Novembre, 1792. ; 


Addreſs from the Revolution Society, in London, to the Ne- 
tional Convention, dated 5th of November. Read in 
the Sitting of 1/t of November, 1792. | 


TRANSLAT1ON, 


A Secretary read the following Addreſs from the Revalution | 
Society of London to the National Convention of France, 


FRENCH CITIZENS, the Society inſtituted to per- 
petuate the remembrance of the Revolution of Great 
Britain, offers you this Addreſs with the ſincereſt re- 
ſpect. | 
At the ſuggeſtion of one of our Members, the kate 
Dr. PRICE, whoſe loſs we regret, we have already con- 
gratulated you on your firſt Succeſſes in the common 
cauſe of Liberty; and we cannot be ſilent at a period ſo 
fruitful in events. Even if the Enemies who have in- 
vaded France, ſtill raged your Towns, we would not 
keep back this Addreſs; in the hope, that a certain 
Nation, which fights not for itſelf alone, but for the 
whole human race, would, in the end, prove victorious. 
The Tyrants who threatened you have retired with diſ- 

grace; and the Friends of Liberty, in all. Countries, 
ſhare the joy of your triumph. 

Ano VE ALL, we rejoice in the late Revolution of the. 
roth of Auguſt, ſo neceſſary to ſecure to you the advan- 

tages which the former had taught you to expect; and 


[8] 


we anticipate with pleaſure the moment at which; you 
| ſhall have finiſhed your labours, and eſtabliſhed 4» wiſe 


and equitable Government, which muſt be the Admira- 
tion of the Friends of Man, and the cauſe of terror and 


. deſpair to Tyrants. 


Repreſentatives of a People, we now honour the me- 


mory of our brave Anceſtors, who reſiſted the Tyranny 


of CHARLES the Firſt; and we celebrate the Revolution 
which drove away his Sen. We cannot doubt the right 
which belongs to all Nations to reſiſt Oppreſſion, and to 
give themſelves ſuch a form of Government as their own 
wiſdom may ſuggeſt. This right, acknowledged in 
theory by all the Defenders of Liberty, formed the 


ground-work of the Revolution which we celebrate; 


and we feel an agreeable ſenſation in beholding TRAT 
THIS RIGHT of INSURRECTION has been ſucceſsfully 
exerciſed in ſo large a Country as that of the French 
Republic. 

Me ardently deſire, that the two Nations, united by 
Nature, but divided for ages by the intrigues of Courts, 
and the pride of Princes, may ſoon be re-united by the 


love of Peace, and by the reciprocal advantages of a 


Commerce freed from every kind of reſtraint, We de- 
fire that France and Great Britain, formerly rivals in 
the deceitful and fatal career of Ambition, may no longer 
entertain any other ſpirit of emulation than that which 
leads to the haſtening the reign of Liberty, of knowledge 
and of the happineſs of man; and to the cauſing the Rights 
of Man to be fo reſpected over the whole Earth, that the 
characters and diſtinctions of Tyrant and Slave _ be 
no longer known, except in Hiſtory. 

(Signed) | 
. TOWERS, PxeSIDENT., 
— COOPER, SECRETARY, 


Nev. 5th 1792. 
| On 


1 1 


On lit une Lettre du Preſident de la Societe des Amis de Ie 
Liberte at de I Egalite etablie a Belfaſt, en Irlande. 
Elle off 8751 concui. 


COMME Preſident de PAfſemblee des Citoyens de 
| Belfaſt en Irlande, je vous envoye VExprefſion de ſes 
Sentimens fur la Revolution de la France, et ſur la nou- 
velle de ſon Achevement Glorieux. je vous les tranſmets 
avec le Reſpect qu'un Homme doit à un autre Homme; 
et dans la fincerite de mon coeur, je ſupplie FEtre Su- 
| preme pour que, fayoriſant vos armes, elles domineroient 
A jamais les Tyrans. Pour la Gloire de l'Humanité, 
puiſſe votre Declaration des Droits ètre miſe partout en 
pratique, et puiſſe bientot la fraternite civique cementer 
le Bonheur de P Univers, et toutes les Religions et les 
Hommes ſe reunifſent dans un Temple qui ait la Terre 
Nor Autel, et PEftrade du Ciel pour Dome. 

(Sign?) SIERT. 


Sitting of the NATIONAL Co VENT ION, Nev. 29, 1792. 


Letter was read from the Preſident of the Society of the 


Friends of Liberty and Equality, eftabliſhed at Belfaſt 
in Ireland, —It is thus concei ved 4 


AS Preſident of the Aſſembly of Citizets of Belfat, 
ÞK Ireland, I ſend you the expreſſion of its Sentiments 
on the Revolution in France, and on the news of its 
glorious completion, I tranſmit them to you with the 
reſpe&t which one man owes to another; and, in the 
ſincerity of my heart, I entreat the Supreme Being that 
your Arms may be ſo favoured as to overawe Tyrants 
for ever. For the Glory of Humanity, may your Delaration 
of Rights be EVERY WHERE PUT IN PRACTICE; may 
| \ | C tbe 


2 


t 1% 


the Civic Fraternity ſoon cement the Happineſs of the 


_ Univerſe, and may all Religions, and all Men, re-unite 


"themſelves in a Temple, which has the Earth for ite 
Altar, and the Sky for its Canopy. | 
(Signed) SIERT, 


> 


Declaration faite par Þ Afemblee des Volontaires et des Ha- 


bitans de la Cite de Belfaſt en Irlande, tenue le Gieme 
Nov. 1792 : lue dans la Seance du 2gieme Nov. 1792. 


NOUS, Habitans et Volontaires de la Cite de Belfaſt, 
avec des Cœurs pleins de joie, nous aſſemblons de nou- 
veau pour manifeſter la ſatisfaction qui nous cauſent les 
glorieux ſucces remportes par les Armees Francoiſes 
contre la horde innombrable de ſes ennemis, qui ſont auſſi 
ceux de PEſpece Humaine, leur expulſion totale du 
Territoire de la Republique; evenement qui a leve tous 
ies obſtacles à Vetabliement de la Liberte Civile et Re- 
ligieuſe chez les F rancois, et qui aſſure la Liberte aux 
Nations voiſines. Nous avons la plus haute opinion de 
la puiſſance invincible des hommes libres; mais Vevene= 


tmnent a ſurpaſſe nos eſpërances. Lorſque Von conſidere 
la trahiſon du Pouvoir Executif, les perfidies de vos Of- 


ficiers, Tetat de De ſorganiſation ou etoit I Armee, la co- 
alition de tant d'ennemis qui paroiſſoient fi formidables, - 
Ia Reunion des Generaux du premier merite a la tEte des 
Troupes les plus aguerries, et que l'on voit que de fi 
grands moyens ont ẽtẽ entierement impuiſſans, on a peine 
à le croire; mais PUnivers en a été temoin. 

Nous ne pouvons nous empecher vattribuer le ſucces 
des: Armes Francoiſes a la protection ſignalẽe de la Provi- 
dence; elle a donné un grand exemple des ſucces dont 
elle veut couronner les efforts que feront les Pevples. 


you fonder Ja * Civile et Religieuſe; et nous im- 


plorons, 
4 


n þ- 

plorons avec ardeur Influence de PEſprit de la Divinits 
pour qu'il eclare et dirige la Convention Nationale dans 
Touvrage de la Conſtitution qui lui eſt confie, a fin de 
donner à cet ouvrage une telle perfection qu'il puiſſe faire 
le bonheur des generations preſentes et a naitre. 

(Suit un nombre conſiderable de Signatures.) 

L*Afemblee ordonne l' Impreſſion de cette Addreſſe, et 
charge ſon Preſident de répondre a la Sociẽtẽ de Belfaſt, 


Declaration made by the Aſſembly of Volunteers and Inbabit- 
ants of the City of Belfaſt in Ireland, held Nov, 63 
1792; read at the Sitting of Nov, 29, 1792. 


WE, Inhabitants 5 Volunteers of the City of Belfaſt, 
with hearts full of joy, aſſemble ourſelves again, in 
order to manifeſt the ſatisfaction we received from the 
glorious Succeſſes obtained by the French Armies over 
the innumerable band of its Enemies, who are alſo thoſe 
of the Human Race; and from their total expulſion 
from the territory of the Republic : an event which has 
removed all obſtacles to the eſtabliſhment of Civil and 
Religious Liberty amongſt the French, and which ſe- 
cures Liberty to the neighbouring Nations, We have 
the higheſt opinion of the invincible power of Free Men, 
but the event has ſurpaſſed our expectations. When the 
| treachery of the Executive Power, the perfidy of your 
Officers, the undiſciplined ſtate in which your Army 
was, the combination of ſo many enemies, who appeared 
ſo formidable, the union of Generals of the firſt charac- 
ter, at the head of Troops the moſt accuſtomed to ſervice, 
are conſidered, and when ſuch great attempts have 
turned out to be entirely inefficacious, the circumſtance 
appears Incredible; but the Univerſe has been witneſs 
of it, 


We cannot help attributing the ſucceſs of the French 
C2 Arms 


err. * — 
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Arms to the ſignal protection of Providence, which has 


given a great example of the ſucceſs with which it will 


crown the efforts made by People, for the purpoſe of eſta- 
bliſhing Civil and Religious Liberty; and we ardently 
implore the Influence of the Divine Spirit, to enlighten 
and dire& the National Convention in the work of the 
Conſtitution, which is entruſted to it, that ſuch a degree 
of perfection may be given to that work, as may produce 
the happin ine ſs of the preſent, and of future Genera- 
tions. wo 
Acconſiderable number of 1 follows, a 

The Aſſembly orders the Printing of this Addreſs, and 
directs its Preſident to reply to the Society of Belfaſt, 


— 


Aadreſſe de pluſieurs Societes en Angleterre a la Convention 
Nationale, Lue dans la Seance du ieme Nov. 1792. 


On lit une Addreſſe de pluſieurs Societes Patriotiques d An- 
1 Elle eff ainſi concuè. 


TANDIS que FE bridands 1 le ſpecieux 
pretexte de venger la juſtice, ravagent votre territoire, et 
portent partout la dẽſolation et la mort: tandis qu'aufſi 
traitres que perfides, ils ont Pimpudence de proclamer, 
que le compaſſion et Pamitie ſont les ſeuls motifs de leurs 


| Incurſions, la partie opprimée de Ihumanité, oubliant 
ſes propres maux, ne ſent que les votres, et contemplant 


d'un il inquiet les Evenemens, addreſſe au Dieu de 
Punivers, les prieres les plus ferventes; pour qu'il ſoit 
favorable à votre cauſe, a laquelle la leur eſt fi intime- 
ment lice, 11" | 

Avilis par un ſyſteme oppreſſeur d'Inquiſition, dont 
les empietemens inſenſibles, mais continus, ont bient6t 
ravi a cette nation toute ſa liberté tant vantce, et l'on 


preſque amenee à cet état 0d d'eſclavage dont vous 
venez 


13 ] 

venez ſi glorieuſement de ſortir; cinq mille citoyens 
Anglois tranſportes d'indignation, ont le courage de 
| Pavancer pour arracher leur pays a Vapprobre dont 1a 
couvert la conduite liche de ceux qui ſont revetus du pou- 
voir, Ils croyent qu'il eſt du deyoir des vrais Bretons 
de ſoutenir et d aſſiſter de tous leurs moyens les defenſeurs 
des droits de Phomme, les propagateurs du bonheur de 
Fhumanite, et de jurer à une Nation qui procede q après 
le plan que vous avez adopts, une amitié inviolable. 
Puiſſe des ee jour cette amitie Etre- ſacree entre nous; 
et puiſſe la yengeance lapl us eclatante tomber ſur 
la téte de Phomme qui tentera d occaſionner une rup- 
ture ! 

Francois! notre nombre paroitra peu conſiderable 
comparativement au reſte de la nation, mais ſachez que 
notre nombre augmente chaque jour; et ſi le bras terrible 
et conſtamment leve de Pautorite en impoſe aux timides 
ſi les: impoſtures repandues a chaque inſtant avec tant 
d'induſtrie, egarent les credule, et fi Vintimite pub» 
lique de la Cour avec des Francois reconnus traitres a 
leurs pays entraine les imprevoyans et les ambitieux, nous 
pouvons vous dire auſh avec certitude, hommes libres et 
amis ! que l'inſtruction fait de progres rapides parmi nous, 
que la curiofite 8ſt emparee de Peſprit public, que le 
regne inſeparable de Vignorance et du deſpotiſme $%eva=- 
nouit, et qu' aujourd'hui tous les hommes ſe demandent: 
qu'eſt ce que la liberte ? Quels ſont nos droits? Frangois, 
vous etes deja libres; mais les Bretons ſe preparent a le 
devenir, 0 a 
De pouillés enfin de ces pr6juges cruels, inculques dans 
nos Cœurs avec tant d'induſtrie par de vils courtiſans, au 
lieu d'ennemis naturels, nous ne voyons dans les Fran- 
cois que nos concitoyens du monde, que les enfans de ce 
Pere commun, qui nous a tous creer pour nous aimery 
pour nous ſecourir les uns les autres, et non pour nous 


hair 


Cu) 


| Hair et Etre prets 4 nous egorger au commandement de 


Rois foibles ou ambitieux, ou de miniſtres corrompus, 
En cherchant nos ennemis cruels, nous les trouvons dans 
les partiſans de cette Ariſtocratie deyorante qui dechire 
notre Sein; Ariſtocratie qui, juſqu'à preſent, a ẽté le poi- 
ſon de tous les pays ſur la terre. Vous avez agi ſagements 
en la baniſſant de la France. 

Quelques fervens que ſoient nos ſouhaits pour vos ſuc- 
eẽs, quelque ardens que ſoient nos defirs de voir à 
libertè triomphante ſur la terre, et Phomme retablie enfin 
partout dans la pleine jouiſſance de ſes droits, nous ne 
pouvons, par un ſentiment de notre devoir comme citoy- 
ens amis de Pordre, voler en armes & votre ſ6cours. Notre 
Gouvernement a engagè la foi Nationale, que les Anglois 
reſteroient neutres? Dans une lutte de la libertẽ 
contre le deſpotiſme, les Bretons reſter neutres! O 
honte! mais nous avons donné a nos mains ſont 
enchainees; mais nos cœurs ſont libres, et ils 
ſont avec vous. Que les Deſpotes AJlemands agiſ- 
ſent comme ils le voudront, nous nous rejouirons de 
notre Roi des pouvoirs a diſcretion, il nous faut obeir 2 
leur chüte. En plaignant les malheureux qu'ils tiennent 
en eſclavage, nous nous flattons que leur tyrannie procu- 
rera enfin les moyens de retablir dans la pleine jouiſſance 
de leurs droits, et de leur liberté, des millions de nos 
ſemblables. Nous voyons auff,, ſans aucun interet, que 
TElecteur d' Hanovre joigne ſes troupes à celles des trai- 
tres et des brigands; mais le Roi d'Angleterre fera bien de 
ſe ſouvenir que PAngleterre n'eſt pas la Hanovre. S'il 
pouvoit Foublier, nous ne Poublierons jamais. Tandis 
que vous jouiſſez, freres et amis, de la gloirg envièe de 
defendre ſeuls la liberté, nous anticipons avec tranſport 
ſar Tavenir, pour y voir les avantages ſans nombre et le 
bonheur que vous procurerez aux hommes, fi vous reuſ- 


viſſez, comme nous le defirons ardemment, La triple 
alliance 


ee 
alliance (non de couronnes) mais des Peuples de Ame- 
rique, de la France, et de la Grande Bretagne, donnera la 
liberté a VEurope, et la Paix 2 l' Univers. Chers amis, 
£70 fi vous combattez pour le bonheur de l'humanité entiére, 
eſt il pour vous aucune perte, quelque ſanglante qu'elle 
ſoit, comparable à Pavantage glorieux et ſans exemple de 
dire: Punivers eſt libre! les tyrans et la tyrannie ne ſont 
plus! la paix regne ſur la terre, et ceſt aux Francois 
gqu'on le doit. 


Signed by Order, 
MAURICE MARGARO T, PaSsID ENT. 
THOMAS HARDY, Szcaztary, 


Addreſs from ſeveral Societies in England to the National 
Convention of France, read in the Sitting of Nov. 7, 1792. 


| The following Addreſs from ſeveral Patriotic Societies in 
England was read: 


WHILST foreign Plunderers, under the ſpecious pre- 
tence of avenging juſtice, ravage your territories, and 
carry every where deſolation and death; while with equal 
treachery and perfidy they have the impudence to pro- 
claim, that compaſſion and friendſhip are the only mo- 
tives of their incurſions, an oppreſſed part of mankind, for- 
getting their own evils, are ſenſible only of yours, and bebalding 
the preſent events with a difurbed eye, addreſs their moſt 
fervent prayers to the God of the Univerſe, that He may be 
favourable to your cauſe, with which theirs is ſo intimately 

connected. i : 

Degraded by an oppreſſive ſiſtem of Inquiſition, the inſen- 
. ible, but continual encroachments of which quickly deprived 
= this Nation of its boafted Liberty, and reduced it almoſ1 to 
that abjeft late of Slavery, from which you have ſo glorioufly 
emancipated yourſelves, Five Thouſand ENGLISH CITIZENS, 
Fired 


1 


fired with indignation, have the courage te flep forward is 
reſcue their Country from that opprobrium which has been 
thrown upon it by the baſe tondu#? of theſe who are inveſted 
with power; they think it the duty of True Britons to 
ſupport and aſſiſt, with all their might, the Defenders of 
the Rights of Man, the Propagators of Human Happi- 
neſs, and to ſwear eternal friendſhip to a Nation who 
purſues the plan which you have adopted may that friend- 
ſhip be from this day ſacred between us—may the moſt 
exemplary vengeance fall on the head of that man who 
Hall attempt to diſſolve it. 

Frenchmen! our numbers will appear very ſmall, ak com- 
pared with the reſt of the Nation; but know that it increaſes 
every day, and if the terrible and continually elevated Arm of 
Authority overawes the timid; if Fa Iſchoods, every moment 
diſperſed with ſo much induftry, miſlead the oredulous, and if 
the public intimacy of the Court with Frenchmen, avowed 
traitors to their country, hurry away the ambitious and un- 
thinking, we can with confidence aſſure you, Freemen and 
Friends, that Knowledge makes a rapid progreſs among us; 
that curioſity has taken poſſeſſion of the minds of the pub- 
lic ; that the reign of Ignorance, inſeparable from that of 
Deſpotiſm, is vaniſhing ; and that at preſent all men aſk 
each other, What is Liberty? what are our Rights? 
Frenchmen, you are vey free, but Britons are mT 

to le ſo. 

Diveſted at length of thoſe cruel prejudices inſtilled 
into our hearts with ſo much induſtry by baſe Courtiers, 
inſtead of natural enemies, we behold in the French only 
Citizens of the World, Children of the common Father, 
who has created us all to love one another, to aſſiſt each 
other mutually, and not to hate each other, and to be 
ready to cut each other's throats at the command of 
weak or ambitious kings, or of corrupt miniſters, , En- 


deavouring to diſcover our cruel enemies, we have found 
; them 
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mem in the partiſans of that deſtructive ariſsocracy by thhich 
eur boſom is torn, an ariſtocracy which has hitherto been the 
bane of all the countries of the earth. - You have afted wiſely 
in baniſbing it from France, 


However fervent may be our wilden 9 your ſucceſs, 
however ardent may be our deſires to ſee liberty tri- 


umphant on the earth, and mankind every where eſta- 
bliſhed in the full poſſeſſion of their rights, we cannot, 
from a ſenſe of our duty as Citizens and Friends to good 
order, take up arms to aſſiſt you. Our Government has 
pledged the National Faith, that it will remain neuter. 
In the ſtruggle of Liberty againſt Deſpotiſm, ſhall 
Britons remain neuter ? oh ſhame ! but having given, our 
King diſcretionary powers, we mult obey ; 3 our hands are 
fettered, but our hearts are free; ; and they are with You. 
Let German Deſpots act as they pleaſe, we mall rejoice 
in their fall. While we lament thoſe unfortunate peo- 
ple whom they keep in a ſtate of flavery, we flatter our- 
ſelves that their tyranny will at length afford them the 
means of reſtoring millions of our fellow- ereatures to the 
full enjoyment of their rights and liberty. We ſee alſo, 
without concern, that the Elector of Hanover unites his 
troops to thoſe of Traitors and Robbers; but the King of Eu- 
land will do well to remember, that E ngland i is not Hanover; 3 
ſhould he forget this, we will not forget it. Whilſt you, 
Friends and Brethren, are enjoy ing the envied glory of 
alone defending Liberty, we with pleaſure anticipate the 
future, to behold the innumerable advantages and happi- 
neſs which you will procure to mankind, as we ardently 
wiſh—4 Triple Alliance, not of Crowned Heads, but US the 
People of America, France, and Great Britain, will give 
Liberty to Eurape, and Peace to the World, Dear Friends, 
if you combat for the general happineſs of mankind, can any 
leſs an your part, however bloody, be comparable to the glorious 
and unexampled advantages of being able to ſay, the Univerſe 


is free! Tyrants and Tyranny are no more { Peace reigns on 
| D ths 


"DP 
the Earth; and it is to the French chat ä 


debtad for it. 
Signed by Order, | 
MAURICE MARGAROT, Pxzzs1DENT» 
THOMAS HARDY, SgcRETART. 


This Addreſs was unanimouſly ordered to be printed, 
and copies of it to be ſ ent to the Armies, and to all the 
Departments. 

The foregoing Addreſs was ſent from the Conſtitutional 
Society of Manchefler : 

From the Society of Reform in Mancheſter : 

From the Society of the Revolution in Norwich: 

From the Conſtitutional * Whigs, Friends of 

the aig mor 


Arrite du Conſeil Executif, du 16 Novembre, 1792- 


Paris, Nov. 16. 

LE Conſeil Executif, deliberant ſur Vetat actuel de 
la Guerre notamment dans la Belgique; conſiderant que 
nul relache ne doit etre laiſsẽ aux ennemis de la Repub- 
lique et que tous ſes moyens doivent Etre deployes pour 
vaincre et detruire leurs Armees, avant qu'ils aient pu 
les renforcer, et ſe mettre en etat da attaquer de Nouveau, 
ſoit la France, ſoit les Contrees meme ou les Armes 
Francoiſes ont porte la liberts ; | 
Arrẽtè qu'en conſequence de la Deliberation du 14 
Octobre dernier, il ſera donnẽ des ordres au General 
Commandant en Chef de PExpedition de la Belgique, de 
continuer à pourſuivre les Armẽes d ennemis partout ou on 
leur donneroit aſile. | . 


1 9 } 


Nona 7 thi Kain Council, of the 164 November, 
| 1792. 


Parks Nev. 16. 

THE Executive Council, deliberating upon the 
actual ſtate of the War, particularly in Belgia; conſis 
dering that no reſpite ought to be given to the enemies 
of the Republic, and that all its exertions ought to be 
uſed to vanquiſh and deſtroy their Armies before they 
are able to reinforce them, and again to attack either 
France, or thoſe Countries to which the French Arms 
haye carried Liberty: Reſolyes, that, in conſequence 
of the Deliberation of the 14th October laſt, orders ſhall 
be given to the General Commander in Chief of the Bel- 
gie Expedition, to continue to purſue the Enemies 
Armies in all places where refuge may be given them. 


Decret d. Praternits, Seance du 10me Novembre, 1792. 


LA Convention Nationale declare, au nom de la Na- 
tion Francoiſe, quelle accordera Fraternite et Secours à 
tous les Peuples qui voudront recouvrer leur Liberte; et 
charge le Pouvoir Executif de donner aux Generaux les 
Ordres nẽceſſaires pour porter Secours a ces Peuples, et 
defendre les Citoyens qui auroient ẽtẽ vexes, ou qui pours 
roĩent etre pour la cauſe de la Liberte. 

Il eſt decrete que ce Decree or eee et imprimẽ dans 


toutes les langues. 1 
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Decree of Fraternity, Sitting of wo 19th November, 1792. 
the French Nation, that they will grant FxarrRvrry 


and Aſſiſtance To ALL PEOPLE who wiſh to recover their 


the neceſſary orders to the Generals, to give aſſiſtance to 
ſuch People, and to defend thoſe Citizens who have fuffer- 
ed, or may ſuffer, in the cauſe of Liberty. 2 


SxxIEANT—I move that this Dectes be trandlated and 5 


printed 1 IN ALL LANGUAGES, 
This ra is adopted, 


Kn, & un 7 gui a pary * ta 7 de Paris 


be 23ieme Novembre, 1792. 
| Sign Coxnogckr. 


ON a diſtingué parmi les Addreſſes dont on a Lai 
lecture dans cette ſeance, celle. d'une Societe Angloiſe 
Etablie à Paris, mais dont les communications politiques 
&etendent ſur divers points de PAngleterre, La ſituation 


actuelle de cette Empire, premier berceau de la Liberté 


en Europe, et Paſyle conſtant des homines de mérite per- 


ſecutés, lorſque les Deſpotes et les pretres ne leur en 
laiſſoient pour ainſi dire aucun autre, ſon poids dans ce 


qu'on appelloit la balance politique, ſes relations de tout 


genre avec la France, meritent de fixer plus particuliere- 


ment attention de tous les bons eſprits. 

Souvernè depuis la Revolution par des hommes plus 
decupẽs du preſent que de Vayenir, le Peuple. Anglois n'a 
pas marché vers la Liberte avec energie qui lui eſt na- 
turelle, et qui ſembloit deyoir s aceroitre par ſes lumieres, 
Le Miniſtere Anglois a cru qu'en profitant de la ſtagna- 


tion, ou 2 de la chute de notre Commerce pour 
õtendre 


THE National Convention 8 in the name , of 


Liberty: and they charge the Executive Power to ſend 


"_ 


ar} 

| Gtendre celui de PAngleterre, il opereroit dans les eſprits 
une diſtraction utile à ſes deſſeins. Il a cru que les An- 
glois n'etoient qu'un Peuple de negotians, et il Seſt 
trompe. Depuis 'exploſion de la Liberte en France, 
une fermentation ſourde s eſt manifeſtẽe en Angleterre, 
qui a plus d'une fois deconcerte toutes les operations 
Miniſterielles. Des Societés populaires ſe ſont etablies 
dans les trois Royaumes, et on a parle dun Reforme 
Parlementaire, comme à la fin de 1788, on parloit de la 
neceſſitè de convoquer les Etats Generaux, On fait la 
quantite de bons eſprits qui éclairent journellement le 
Peuple Anglois, et donnant matiere par leurs opinions à 
des controverſes utiles, ce peuple, qui craint et deſire 
une Revolution ſemblable à la notre, ſera neceſſairement 
entrainè par les hommes eclaires et courageux qui de- 
terminent toujours les premiers mouvemens---Pouverture 
prochaine de la Seſſion Parlementaire va devenir immanguable- 
ment Voccaſion des Re formes les plus inſtantes, telles que celles 
& operer dans la Repreſentation Nationale; DE LA A LET A- 
* BLISSEMENT PARFAIT DB LA REPUBLIQUE, le trajet 
ſera d autant moins long que les baſes de la Liberts 
exiſtant dẽpuis long tems en Angleterre, Pirr, en 
propoſant peut-Etre des moyens conciliatoires entre la 
Cour et le peuple ne fera quiirriter les eſprits et hater 
Feffet des lumieres dont il a voulu long tems arreter le 
cours. II n'y auroit meme rien d'etonnant qu' apres 
avoir tenu à beaucoup d'egards la conduite politique de 
NecKkanr, il en Eprouvat le ſort. ea a 


Ent fun « Payer: infireed in the\Gbrinigne' di iow 
ris, of the 23d of November, 1792, and ſigned 
Conpokcer. 


Among the Addreſſes read in this Sitting, that of an 
Engliſh Society eſtabliſhed at Paris, but whoſe political 
com- 
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communications comprehend various points Is to 


* was particularly noticed, 

The actual ſituation of that Empire, the firſt dtd 
of Liberty in Europe, and the conſtant aſylum of men 
of merit from perſecution, at a time when Deſpots and 
Prieſts had hardly left them any other; its weight in 
what was called the Political Balance, its relations of all 
kinds with France, deſerve particular attention from 
all enlightened minds, The Engliſh People having been 
governed fince the tine of the Revolution by men more 
intent upon the preſent than on the future, have not 
advanced towards Liberty with all that energy which 
is natural to them, and which it ſhould ſeem ought to 
have increaſed with their lights. The Engliſh Miniſtry 
hoped to divert the People's attention in a manner ſer- 
viceable to its views, by taking advantage of the ſtagna- 
tion, or rather the ruin of our Commerce, to extend 
that of England, They took the Engliſh for a people 
of merchants only; but they were miſtaken. Since the 
exploſion of Liberty in France, a hollow fermentation - 
has fhewn itſelf in England, and has more than once 
diſconcerted all the Miniſterial operations. Popular 
Societies have been eſtabliſhed in the three kingdoms, 
and a Parliamentary Reform has been talked of juſt in 
the ſame manner as at the end of the year 1788, We 
(in France) talked of the neceffity of calling together 
the States General. It is well known what a number 
of perſons there are who think rightly, and daily en- 
lighten the People of England, and whoſe opinions fur - 
niſh ſubjects for uſeful diſputation, This People, who 
at once fear and defire ſuch a Revolution as ours, will 


neceſſarily be drawn along by thoſe. courageous and en- 


lightenedPerſons, who always determine the firſt ſteps; the 
opening of the Seſſion of Parliament which approaches, will in- 
fallibly become the occaſion of the Reforms which are the moſt 


wrgent ach as theſe wg regard the National Repre- 


Jotation 


„ 


fentation—FROM THENCE TO THE ENTIRE ESTA- 
BLISHMENT OF A REPUBLIC-=-the tranſition will be the 
leſs tedious, becauſe the foundations of Liberty have 
long exiſted in England. Pirr, in propoſing, as per- 
haps he will do, the means of conciliation between the 
Court and the People, will only irritate the minds, and 
haſten the effect of thoſe lights, the progreſs of which 
he has for a long time endeavoured to ſtop. It would 
not indeed be aſtoniſhing, if, after having purſued in 
many reſpects the ſame political conduct as NeckaR, 
he * experience a fimilar fate. 


— 


— 3 2 


ee de la part de la Societe Conflitutionelle de Len- 
4 admiſe d la Convention Nationale de France, 
te 28ieme Novembre, 1792. 


On admet une Deputation de la Societe Conflitutionelle de 
| Lonares. £5 


Lorateur de cette Deputation: 


CITOYENS de France, nous ſommes Deputes par 
une Societe Patrigtique de Londres, pour vous feliciter 
en ſon nom des triomphes de la Liberte, Avant 
Epoque de votre Revolution, cette Societe s'etoit 
forme dans cette eſperance delicieuſe. Jugez combien 
elle a applavdi aux admirables accords de la nation 
Frangoiſe ; le ſucces de vos efforts aſſure aux hommes 
vertueux que leurs travaux ne reſteront plus ſans rẽ- 
compenſe, Des Societes pareilles ſe forment actuelle- 
ment dans toutes les parties de I' Angleterre. (On 
applaudit), Elles $'occupent a rechercher les abus du 
Gouvernement et les moyens d'y remedier. Dapres 
Vexemple que vient de donner la France, les Reyolutions 
vont devenir faciles. 11 ne ſeroit pas extraordinaire que 
dans un court eſpace de tems il arrivat auſſi des felici- 
tations I une Convention Nationale d' Angleterre. 
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Voss ſommes charges auſſi de vous informer * la 
Societe que nous repreſentons, a envoye 1,000 paires 


de ſouliers, pour offer en don patriotique aux Soldats 


de la Liberte, (Des applaudiſſemens unanimes selevent 
et ſe prolongènt). Ces ſouliers ſout dẽjà arrives à Calais. 
Ilenſera envoy é plus de 1,000 paires par ſemaine, au 


moins fix ſemaines de ſciete. (Meme applaudiſſemens). 


Deputation from the Conflitutional Society London, admit - 
ted to the National Convention, 28th November, 1792. 


J0 21 BaARLow, Joux FRosr, Engliſh Citizens, are 
admitted to the Bar. 


One of them pronounces the following Addreſs : 


CITIZENS of France, we are deputed by a Pa- 
triotic Society in London, called the Society for Con- 


ſtitutional Information, to congratulate you in its name 


vpen the triumphs of Liberty. Before the epocha of 
your Revolution, this Society employed itſelf but too 
Jong upon this important object, with little hope of 
ſucceſs. Judge from thence of the tranſports of its 
gratitude, when, thanks to the wonderful efforts of the 
Frenth Nation, it has beheld the empire of Reaſon extentd 
and firengthen itſelf, and aſſure to virtuous men, by ſecur- 
ing the happineſs of their fellow creatures, a recompenſe to 


their future labours, Innumerable Societies of the ſame ſort 


are forming thimſelves at this moment in every part of Eng- 
land. The minds of all receive from this circumſtance 
a general impreſſion which leads them to fathom the 


abuſes of Government, and to ſeek the means of re- 


medying them— MEANS AS SIMPLE as the abuſes are 
intricate. After the example given by France, REvOLU+ 
TIONS will become eaſy : Reaſon is about to mate @ rapid 
Progreſs and 11 WOULD Nor BE EXTRAORDINARY, 

IF 


3 


* 

ir IN A MUCH LESS SPACE oF TIME THAN CAN 
BE IMAGINED, THE FRENCH SHOULD SEND Ab- 
DRESSES or CONGRATULATION To. A Narioxar 
CoxvENTION oF ENGLAND, I 

We are alſo inſtructed to acquaint the Convention, 
that the Society which we repreſent, has ſent 1000 
pair of ſhoes to be preſented as a patriotic gift to the 
Soldiers of Liberty—theſe ſhoes are at Calais, The 
ſame Society will ſend 1000 pair a. week for the next fix 
weeks, for the ſame purpoſe, 


1 - 
* = 
Dm | = 
* o " * 


Un des Secretaires fait Lecture de P Adareſſe de ha Seine Pa- 
trietique a Londres, | 


| La Societe Conſlitutionelle 4 Londres d la Convention Na- 
tionale de France, 


MANDATAIRES d'un Peuple Sourerain, a et Bienfai- 
teurs de l'eſpece humaine, nous nous trouvons heureux 
que la Revolution Frangoife ait acquis un degré de per- 
fection = nous permette de vous donner ces titres, les 
ſeuls qu'il convienne de donner à de veritables Legiſla - 
teurs. Les epoques ſucceſſives de votre Regeneration 
politique, ont toutes ajoute quelque choſe au triompbe 
de la Liberté. Et la glorieuſe victoire du 10 Aoiit; a 
enfin prepare les yoies à une Conſtitution, qui, nous 
Teſperons de vos lumié res, ſera fondee ſur les baſes de la 
nature et de la raiſon. En confiderant par quels amas 
dq impoſtures on Seſt efforcẽ d obſcurcer Peſprit humain, 
vous ne pouvez Etre ſurpriſe de l'oppoſition que vous 
avez eprouvee de la part des Tyrans et des Eſclaves. 
Les deux clafſes d'individus ont employs contre vous les 
memes moyens, Helas ! dans la combinaiſon des mi- 
ſeres humaines, PFignorance eſt en meme tems la eauſe 

et Veffet de Poppreſſion et de Pobeiflance. ſervile, Ce 
qui ſe paſſe journellement prouve que vous avez conquis 
Popinion de tous les peuples places pres de vous ſur le 
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' Continent z que vous avez reellement pour, amie la 
majorité de ces nations; que leur apparente inimitie 
reſt qu 'une ſuite paſſagere de la violence. exercee ſur 
elles par leurs Gouvernemens, et qu'elles rattendent que 


le moment ou vos armes les auront aa, de la we He 
te vous combattre. 

La ſituation des Anglois ef moins "WG La 
main de Poppreſſion n'a pas encore oſè leur ravir entiere- 
ment la Liberte d'ecrire, ni vous attaquer ouvertement. 


Tout de feu pour la cauſe que vous ſoutenez, nous 


vous faiſons paſſer nos voeux les plus ardens, pour 
qu'il ne manque rien à vos progres et à votre Rèuſſite. 
Ceſt en effet une cauſe ſacrẽe; nous la ſuivons avec 
amour, comme le gage du bonheur d'un peuple dont la 


nature a voulu faire notre ami, puis-qu'elle en a fait 


notre plus proche voiſin: notre confiance s'y attache 


comme au lieu d'une union fraternelle entre toutes les 
branches de la famille humaine. Union a laquelle, 


ſi nos eſperances ne ſont pas vaines, nos Com- patriotes 

ſeront des premiers 2 concourir, | 
Notre Gouvernement a encore le pouvoir, peut- etre 

la volonté de ſtipendier des plumes venales pour nous 


contredire; mais nous croyons dans la fincerite de 


Cœurs exprimer les ſentimens de la majorité de la 
Nation Angloiſe. Un long ſyſtème d'impoſture a fa- 
tiguẽ cette nation, et de folles guerres Pont epuiſſee; 
elle a appris A reflechir que ces fleaux doivent Petre a 
des combinaiſons que la nature reprouve, qui moltlifient 
la Societe Tapres ſes relations factices avec le Gou- 
vernement, et qu'ils ne ſont point le reſultat de la 
diſpoſition naturelle des Peuples ſous le rapport de leur 


A tuation reſpective. Continuez, Legiſlateurs, de tra- 


vailler au bonheur des bommes; nous participerons A 
vos bienfaits ; mais la gloire vous en appartiendr; toute 
entiere. C'eſt le prix de votre perſeverance ; Ceſt la 
recompenſe de la vertue. Les etincelles de Liberte 
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| qui getoient conſervẽes en Angleterre pendant 9 
ſiécles, pareilles aux lueurs de VAurore Boreale, ne 
ſervoient qu' a rendre viſible au reſte de Europe Yobſcu- 
rite qui le couvroit. Une lumiere plus vive, image de 
la veritable Aurore, jaillit du ſein de Republique Ame- 
ricaine; mais ſon eloignement l'empechoit d'eclairer 
notre hemiſphere ; il falloit, i le genie de notre langue 
nous permet dacheyer ce parrallele ; il falloit, diſons 
nous, que, rayonnante de tous les feux du ſoleil au 
milieu de ſon cours, la Revolution Frangoiſe deployat 
ſoudain au milieu du centre de PEurope le reſultat pra- 
tique des principes que la philoſophie avoit ſemes dans 
Pombre de la meditation, et que confirme partout I'ex- 
perience, Partout ſon influence diſſipe les nuages des 
prejuges, rEvele les ſecrets du Deſpotiſme de tout genre 
et cree a Thomme un nouveau caractère d'autres mar- 
cheront bientot ſur vos traces dans cette carriere d utiles 
changemens, et les nations, ſortant de leur lethargie, 
Sarmeront pour revendiquer les Droits de Homme, 


de cette voix tout puifſante à laquelle des hommes ne 
ſauroint reliſter, 


(Signes) 
SEMPILL, PxzxzsiDenT. 
D. ADAMS, SECRETAIRE. 


JOEL BARLOW, 6 DsyvuTzs DE 
J. FROST), 1 LA SOCIETE, 


Le Prejident aux Deputes. Ns 

Fiers Enfans d'une Nation qui a illuſtre les deux 
mondes, et donne de grands exemples a l' Univers; vous 
nous apportez plus que de voeux, puiſque le ſort de nos 
guerriers a merité votre ſollicitude. Les Defenſeurs de 
notre Liberté le ſeront un jour de la võtre; vous aviez 
des droits a notre eſtime, vous en avez a notre récon- 
E 2 noiſſance, 
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noiſſance, et les hommes libres n'oublieront jamais ce 
qu'ils doivent à la nation Angloiſe. i 

Les Ombres de PENN, de HAM DERx, et de SYDNEY, 
planent ſur vos tetes; et ſans doute il approche le moment 
ou les Francois iront feliciter la Convention Nationale 
de la Grande Bretagne. Long tems la diſcorde agita ſes 
flambeaux entre PAngleterre et la France, Ambition des 
Rois fomentant des trames Nationales, vouloit faire 
oublier que la nature ne produit que des freres. Vos 
Ales furent autré fois, dit- on, arrachees au Continent par 
un mouvement convulſis du Globe; mais la Liberte et 
. FAmitie ſe replacaet fur les deux rives du detroit qui 
nous ſepare donnent la main à deux Nations faites pour 
s eſtimer et ſe cheErir. Votre apparition au milieu de 
nous prepare des materiaux a PHiftoire ; elle mention- 
nera le jour ou les Citoyens d'une nation long tems 
Tivale, au nom d'une foule de leurs compatriotes, parurent 
au Sein de PAſſemblèe des Repreſentans du Peupl 
Francois ; elle racontera qu'a votre aſpect nos cceurs 
ſe dilaterent (nombreux applaudiſſemens) dites à la 
Societẽ qui vous a Deputes; dites à vos Compatriotes 
que dans vos amis les Francois vous avez trouve des 
hommes. 

Les deux Deputes vont ſe 8 dans la ſalle, au 
milieu des applaudiſſemens reiteres. 

On demande Iimprefſion des deux Addrefles et des 
Reponſes du Preſident. 


Afterwards a & ccretary read the following Letter : 


The Seciety for Conſtitutional Information i in London, to the 


National Convention of France. 


. of a Sovereign People, and Bene- 
factors of Mankind! Ve _ that the French Revolu- 
tion 
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tion has arrived at that degree perfection which will permit 
us to addreſs you by theſe titles; they are the only ones that can 
accord with the character of true Legiſlators. Every ſuc- 
ceſſi ve epocha in your political regeneration has E Ach added 
ſomething to the triumph of Liberty, and the GLORIOUS 
VICTORY of the 10th of Auguſt has finally prepared the way 
for a Conflitntion which, enlightened as you are, we traſt will 
be eftabliſhed on the baſis of Nature and Reaſon, | 
On conſidering by what a maſs of impoſtures it has 
been attempted to darken the human mind, you cannot 
be ſurpriſed at the oppoſition you have met with both 
from Tyrants and from Slaves. The inſtruments uſed 
againſt you by each of theſe claſſes of individuals are 
the ſame; for, alas! in the chain of human miſeries, 
ignorance is at once the cauſe and the effect of oppreſſion 
and ſervile obedience, | 
The events of every/ day are proving, that you have 
gained the opinion of all the Nations placed near you on 
the Continent ; that a majority of each of thoſe Nations 
is really your friends, that their apparent enmity is only 
a temporary conſequence of the violence exerciſed againſt 
them by their Governments, an nd hat they only wait to 
be delivered by your arms from the neceſſity of fighting 
_ againſt you. 
The ſituation of Engl: ren i is leſs to be deplered. The 
hand of oppreſſion has not yet ventured completely to 
raviſh the pen from them, or to attack you openly— 
from boſoms burning with ardor in your cauſe, we tranſ- 
mit to you our warmeſt wiſhes for the full extent of its 
progreſs and ſucceſs; it is indeed a ſacred cauſe, We 
purſue it with affection, as the pledge of the happineſs of 
a people whom Nature meant to make our friends, by 
making them our neareſt neighbours ; and we rely upon 
it as the bond of fraternal union with all the branches of 
th human race, in which union, if our expectations are 
| | not 
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not vain, our Countrymen wil be among the firſt to 
concur, ; 
Our Government — Rill the power, and 8 


the inclination, to employ hireling pens to contradict us; 


but we believe, in the ſincerity of our hearts, that we 
now ſpeak the ſentiments of a majority of the Engliſh Na- 
tion. A long ſyſtem of impoſture has wearied this 
Nation, and fooliſh wars have exhauſted it---it has learnt 
to reflect, that theſe ſcourges owe their being to thoſe 
combinations which Nature diſapproves, which modify 
ſociety according to faCtitious relations with Govern- 
ment, and that they are not the reſult of the natural 
temper of Nations formed by the connections which 
ariſes from their reſpective poſitions. Proceed, Legiſla- 
tors, in the work of human happineſs; the benefit will, 
in part, be ours, but the glory will be all your own, It 
is the price of your perſeverance, it is the reward of 
vittue. The Sparks of Liberty preſerved in England for 
ſeveral ages, like the lights of the Aurera Borealis, ſerved 
only to diſcover to the reſt of Europe the darkneſs which 
covered it. A ſtronger light, image of the real Aurora, 
ſhone forth from the boſom of the American Repub- 
lic, but its diſtance prevented it. from enlightening 
your hemiſphere. It was neceſſary that the French 
Revolution, beaming forth in the full fervor of a meridian 
ſun, ſhould ſuddenly diſplay in the midſt of Europe the 
practical reſult of the principles which philoſophy had 
fown in the ſhade of meditation, and. which experience 
every where confirms. On all ſides its influence diſpels 
the clouds of prejudice, reveals the ſecrets of every 
kind of Deſpotiſm, and creates a new character in 
man. 

Otber Nations will ſaon follow your fleps i in this career of 
improvement, and, riſing from their lethargy, WILL AAM 
SRO TOE FOR THE PURPOSE OF CLAIMING THE 
| | RIchrs 


11 


RicuTs or Max, with that all-powerfful voice which. 
man cannot reſiſt. 
(Signed) SEMPILL, PavipaNT, | 
D. ADAMS, SecRETARY.. 


j. FROST, * D. PUTIES., 


— 


0 9 / | 

The Addreſs and the Speech of theſe reſpectable 
Coſmopolitans were received with long and numerous ap- 
plauſes; nothing can equal the ſentiments inſpired by 
that delightful moment, unleſs, perhaps, the expreſhons 
of fraternity ide! on the 5 from the Allo- 


broges. 


—ů—— — 


The Prefident” 5 Anſwer. 


Spirited Children of a Nation which has been fx 
brated through the two hemiſpheres, and which has 
afforded illuſtrious examples to the Univerſe, you offer 
us more than your wiſhes, fince the fate of our Warriors 
has been thought deſerving of your anxiety. Thoſe who 
now defend our Liberty will one day become the de- 
fenders of yours. You were already entitled to our 
eſteem, yor are now entitled to our gratitude ; and Free- 
men will never forget what they owe to the eln 
Nation. 
The ſhades of Pann, of HAMPDEN, and of SYDNEY, 
hover over your heads, AND THE MOMENT WITHOUT 
DOUBT APPROACHES, IN WHICH THE FRENCH WILL 
BRING CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NATIONAL 
ConvenTION oF GREAT BRITAIN, 
Diſcord has long ſhaken her torch between England 
and France ; the ambition of Kings, encouraging plots 
between Nations, was. defirous of having it forgotten 
that Nature produced only brethren, Your .Iflands, it 
s ſaid, were formerly. torn from the Continent by a con- 
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vulſſon of the earth, but Liberty and Friendſhip again 
placing themſelves upon the two banks of the Channel 
which ſeparates us, mutually join hands between two 
Nations formed to efteem and cheriſh each other. 

\ Gentrous ReevsLicans, your appearance among us 
prepares a ſubject for Hiſtory, That day will be no- 
ticed, in which Citizens belonging to a Nation long the 
rival of France, appeared in the midſt of the Aſſembly 
of Repreſentatives of the French People, in the name of 
a' crows of their fellow-countrymen, It will be related, 
that on your appearance our hearts expanded themſelves 
—tell the Society by whom you are depnted, tell your 
Fellow-countrymen, that in your friends the French, 
you have met with Men. 

The Deputies from the Conſtitutional Society were 
admitted to the Sitting, admidſt the greateſt applauſes, 

The Preſident of the National Convention was di- 
rected to write a Letter of Thanks to thoſe generous Iſlanders, 
for the patriotic gift which they bad Juft offered to the Armies 
of the Republic. | 

The Speech, the Addreſs, and the Anſwer of the Prefident, 
were ordered ta be printed and ſent to the 83 Departments, 
and TO BE TRANSLATED INTO ALL LANGUAGES, 

Minutes of the Proceedings to be delivered to the Deputies, 
and the Patriotic Gift to be accepted, and tranſmitted to the 
L at Mar. 
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Deputation des * at Irlandois d Paris d a a Convention 
Nationale, | 


An tows la Seance du 28ieme Nev. 1792. 
Convention Nationale, Seance du 28ieme Novembre, 1792. 
UNE Deputation, compoſee d'un grand nombre 


CAnglois paroit à la barre, Elle eſt accueillié par les 
| Applau- 
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Applaudiſſemens unanimes et ene, TY Aol 
et des Spectateurs. 

. L'Orateur de la Deputation, 12 ö 

| 3 Legiſlateurs, les Citoyens Briezani iques et 
Irlandois, actuellement à Paris, animes conſtamment des 
Principes qui ont fai naitre et triompher la Rẽ volution 
Francoiſe, ſe ſont retmis' Dimanche pour 'celebrer le 
Succes des vos Armes, et ont arrèté de venir vous pre» 
ſenter leurs ſentimens de felicitation ſur des '&vEnemeits 
qui ſont d'un ſi favorable Augure pour les Peuples qui 
voudront devenir libres. Recevez donc cet homage pur 
et fraternal des honimes hui portent dans leur cceur, tous 
leg principes de la Conſtitution, que vous allez donner à 
votre patrie. Juſqu' ici les Guerres wayoient ets entre- 
priſes que pour ſatisfaire ambition” ou 1 orgueil des 
deſpotes. Vous avez pris les armes que pour 
faire triompher la raiſon et 14 Liberts, Nous 
eſpẽrons que les troupes de la Liberts' ne les poſeront | 
que lorſqu'il n'y aura plus de Tyrans ni d Elelaves 
[On applaudit i pluſieurs 'repriſes]. | 

De tous ces pretendus Gouvernemens ouvrages de FR 
fraude des pretres et des tyrans coaliſes, il ne reſtera 
bientot « qu'un honteux ſouvenir. Les Peuples, Eclaires 
par votre exemple, rougiront avoir courbs ſi long tems 
des tẽtes ſerviles ſous un x joug aviliant pour la naturę 
humaine. | 

Nos veeur, Citoyens Ligillateurs, nous rendent | im- 
patiens de voir le moment heureux de ce grand change- a 
ment, dans Teſpoir qu il ne ſera pas plut6t arrive, que 
nous verrons ſe former une union Etroite entre la Repub- 
lique Francoiſe et les nations Angloiſe, Ecoſſaiſe, et 
Irlandoiſe; union qui ne pourroit manquer d'aſſurer I 
Europe entiere la jouiſſance des droits de rhomme, et 
detablir fur les baſes les plus ſolides, la paix univerieile. 

Nous ne ſommes pas les ſeuls animes de ces ſentimen 
nous ne doutons pas qu'ils ne ſe manifeſtaſſent Egalement 
ces la grande majorite de nos Compatriotes, ſi opinion 
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publique y etoit conſultẽe, comme elle devroit ere, fans 
une Convention Nationale. | 

Quant à nous qui faiſons dans ce moment notre rai 
dence à Paris, nous ſaiſſons avec joye cette occaſion, pour 
declarer que dans tout le cours de la Revolution, et 
nonobſtant le bruſque depart de notre Ambaſſadeur, ou 
plutòt de PAmbaſſadeur de la Cour de Londres, nous 
avons conſtamment Eprouye de la part de la Nation 
Francoiſe les ſentimens de la cordialite la plus franche 
et Ge Pa amitiẽ la plus ſincere. | | 


Le Prejident d a la Deputatien, 


| Citoyens du Monde exprimant a la Republique Fran- 
eviſe, dans la perſonne de ſes Repreſentans vos ſentimens 
de fraternitẽ, vous felicitez une famille qui s acerũt hier 
de quatre cent mille individus que la nature avoit places 
dans ſon Sein, que la Deſ potiſme en avoit arraches, et que 
la Liberte y a replaces, ce ſont autant d'amis. de plus 
qui vous ſont acquis. Oui, vous ͤtes ici au milieu de 
vos fréres; la nature et les principes rapprochent de nous 
TAngleterre, IEcofſe, et Plrlande, Que le cris de 
Tamitie rẽtentiſſent dans les deux Republiques ; les vœux 
que vous venez, de former pour la Liberte des Peuples 
ſe realiſeront. La race impie des oppreſſeurs à pourſuivi 
la Liberte dePhomme juſque dans Vaſie de la penſẽe; mais 
le Peuple releve ſon front humilie, il calcule ce qu'il eſt, et 
ce qu'il peut-etre.' Les principes font la guerre à Ja 
tyrannie qui tombera ſous les coups de la philoſophie. 
La royautẽ eſt en Europe ou detruite ou agoniſante ſur 
les Decombres feodaux ; ; et la declaration des. droits, 
x placte à cote des trones, eſt un feu devorant qui va les 
conſumer. LApplaudiſſemens.] Eſtimables Republicans, 
Eljcicez vous, en penſant que lafete que vous avez celebree 

en Thonneur de la Revolution Francoiſe, eſt le prelude 
4 la fete des nations. | 4 
La 
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La Convention vous offre les Honneurs de le Seance.- 


La Deputation traverſe la ſalle au miles des; play 
diſſemens. 


Deputatiton from Engliſh and Iriſb at Paris. 10 the ann 
Convention, admitted in the Sitting of the 28th Nov. 1792. 


National Convention, Sitting of 28th Nov. 1792. 


A Donation, compoſed of a great 8 of Engliſh, 
appeared at the Bar. It was received with the unanimous 
and lengthened plaudits of the Aſſembly, and of the 
Spectators. | 

One of the Deputation ſpoke as follows: | 

Citizen Legiſlators, the Britiſh. and Iriſh Citizens, 
actually at Paris, conſtantly animated by thoſe principles 
which haye given birth and ſucceſs to the French Revo» 
lution, aſſembled themſelves laſt Sunday, for the purpoſe 
of celebrating the ſucceſs of your Arms; and they have 
determined to preſent to you their congratulations upon 
events which afford ſo favourable an omen to thoſe 
Nations who are deſirous of becoming free. Accept 
then this pure and fraternal homage on the part of Men 
who bear in their hearts all the principles of that Conſti- 
tution which you are about to give to your Country— 
Hitherto wars had been undertaken only for ſatisfying 
the ambition, or the pride of Deſpots; but you have 
taken up arms to make Reaſon and Liberty triumph. 
We hope that the Troops of Liberty will not lay them 
down while either Tyrants or Slaves remain. (Repeated 
applauſes). 

The diſgraceful memory of thoſe ide Govern- 
ments, the offspring of the combined fraud of Prieſts and 
Tyrants, will, ih a ſhort time, alone remain. Nations 
enlightened by your example, bluſh at having bowed for 
fo A a period their ſervile heads under a yoke de- 
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grading to human nature. Our wiſhes, Citizen Legifla- 
tors, render us impatient to behold the happy moment of 
this great change, in the hope that on its arrival we ſhall 
ſee an intimate union formed between the French Re- 
public and the Engliſh, Iriſh, and Scotch Nations: an 
union which-cannot but ſecure to all Europe the enjoy- 
ment of the Rights of Man, and eſtabliſh univerſal 
peace on the moſt ſolid foundations. Nor are we alone 
animated by theſe ſentiments : we doubt not that they 
would be equally conſpicuous in the great majority of 


our fellow-countrymen, if the public opinion were to 


be [conſulted - there, as it ought in a National Con- 
vention. 

As for us who now reſide at Paris, we gladly take chis 
opportunity to declare, that, during the whole courſe of 
the Revolution, and notwithſtanding the abrupt depar- 
ture of our Ambaſſador, or rather the Ambaſſador of the 
Court of London, we have conſtantly experienced the 
utmoſt cordiality and openneſs, and the moſt ſincere 
friendſhip on the part of the French Nation. | 


$7; 
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' 
Anſwer 15 the ROTO to the Deputation. 


en of the World! in expreſſing to the French 
Republic, through the medium of its Repreſentatives, 
your ſentiments of fraternity, you congratulate a family 
which was yeſterday augmented by the addition of 
400,000 individuals whom Nature had placed in its 
' boſom, whom Deſpatiſm had torn from it, but whom 
Liberty has again placed there. You have gained ſo 
many more friends. Yes, you are here in the middle of 
| Your brethren; Nature and principles draw towards us 
England, Scatland, and Ireland. Let the cries of friend- 
ſhip reſound through the two Republics—the wiſhes you 
| e now formed for the _ of Nations, will bg 
4 7 realized 
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reallzed. The impious race of Oppreſſors has purſued 
the Liberty of Man even into the Aſylum of Thought. 
But the people lift up its humilitated front, it deter- 
mines its own weight, and what it may become. Prin- 
ciples are waging War againſt Tyranny, which will fall 
under the blows of Philoſophy. Royalty in Europe is 
either deſtroyed, or on the point of periſbing on the ruins of 
Feodality—and the Declaration of Rights, placed by the 
ſide of Thrones, s a devouring fire which will conſume 
them. [Applaufes.] Worthy Republicans, congratulate 
yourſelves on thinking that the Feſtival which you have 
made in honour of the French um is the * 
to the Feſtival of Nations. 

The Convention offers you the Honours of Ob 
Sitting. 

The Deputation palley through the Hall in the Ro 
wh e 


Extrait dune Lettre du Miniftre des A Faires Etrangeres, lut 
dans la Convention, le 2gieme' Nov. 1792. 


IL neſt doux d' ajouter que ce Devouement I la cauſe 
de la Republique Francoiſe devient general parmi le 
Peuple Anglois. 

Les Addreſſes que Jai ets charge de faire paſſer a la 
Convention Nationale, en ſont une preuve frappante z 
hier encore, jai regu ꝙ une Societe qui conſacre ſon tems 
a établir PEmpire de la Liberté et de VEgalite, et qui 
placeroit ſon bonheur à pouvoir contribuer a “Union de 
deux Peuples trop long tems ennemis, une Reſolution 
priſe dans la Sẽance du 20 de ce Mois, dont voici la tra- 
duction. 

La Societe ayant ets informe que Mr. Libs Av eſt 
rech a Paris, ſans aucun Caractere Diplomatique qui 
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annonce que le Ministre 412 ju Og la 8 


. Francoiſe, 


| Reſolu unanimement que cette Societé Soi au me- 
pris, 2 la haine, et a VFindignation devrais Amis de la 
Liberte, les Agens d une Adminiſtration | corrompue, 
qui ont Paudace d'envoyer aux Miniſtres d'un Peuple 
libre, un certain Ly DSA, avec un Meſſage menagant, 
inſultant, dans la vve d'obtenir des conditions qui deſho- 
norotent la Majeſtè du Peuple Francois, et à lui faire 
abandonner la cauſe des peuples qui _ A rece voir 
de lui le Bienfait de la Liberté. ö 

RNeéſolu que le Preſident de la Socit té invitera tous les 
Amis de I'Egalite toutes les Societes correſpondantes en 
France, A employer leur zele, leurs efforts, leurs ſoli- 
citations aupres du Conſeil Executif, meme le Miniftre 
Citoyen ayant le Departement des Affaires Etrangeres, 1 
ne recevoir, ni reconnoitre, le Me ſſager inſolent, LV p- 


* . . . 
sa, A refuſer toute Communication avec le Cabinet 


Britannique juſqu'à ce qu'il ait reconnu-1a-Souverainete 
du Peuple Francois, et chaſſé de la cour Finfame Ca- 
LoNNE boutefeu inſtigateur odieux, intriguant ami dy 


deſpotiſme, et Agent malevole d'un parti infame. 


Refolu auſſi que la Societe continuera ſes Seances 
deux fois par Semaine, et que les remercimens., ſeront 
faits au Citoxen, de la CHESNA YE, pour ſon zèle indefa- 
tigable à nous procurer des NATTY et objets d'in- 


ſtruction. 


Cet Arrets a E:E pris par "Y Societe crabliea Rocheſter —þ 
pour la propagation des droits de homme. 


(Sign) © LE BRUN, 


An Extract from a Letter from the Miniſter for Foreign 


Affairs, read in the Convention Nov. 29, 1792. 


II is pleafant to me to add, that this devotion to the 
eauſe of the French Republic becomes general among 


the 
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the Engliſh people. The addreſſes which I have been 
directed to tranſmit to the National Convention, are a 
ſtriking proof of it. Even yeſterday I received (from a 
Society that conſeerates its time to the eſtabliſhing the 
Empire of Liberty and Equality, and would place its 
| happineſs in being able to contribute to the union of two 
nations which have been too long enemies) a Reſolution 
| taken in its Sitting of the 20th of this month, * win 
the following is the tranſlation : 

< The Society having been informed, that Mr. Lxxn- 
sax is diſpatched to Paris without any Diplomatic Cha- 
rater, which announces that the Engliſh Miniſtry : a0= 
knowledges the French Republic; 

« Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Society devotes 
to the contempt, the hatred, and the indignation of the 
true Friends of Liberty, the agents of a corrupt Admini- 
ſtration who have the audacity to depute to the Miniſters 
of a free People, one LynDsar, with a threatening, in- 
fulting meſſage, with the view of obtaining conditions 
which would diſhonour the majeſty of the French people, 
and make it abandon the cauſe of thoſe people who arg 
ambitious of receiving from it the gift of liberty. 

„ Reſolved, That the Preſident of the Society do in- 
vite all the Friends of Equality, all the Correſponding 
Societies in France, to employ their zeal, their efforts, 
their ſolicitations, with the Executive Council, and in 
particular with the Citizen Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, 
that they will not receive or acknowledge the inſolent 
meſſenger LVNDSAV, and that they will refuſe all com- 
munication-with the Britiſh Cahinet, until it has acknow- 
ledged the ſovereignty of the French people, and driven 
from the Court the infamous CALoNNE, that firebrand, 
and odious inſtigator, that intriguing Friend of Deſpo= 
tiſm, and malevolent Agent of an infamous Party. 
„ Reſolved alſo, That the Society ſhall continue its 
Sittings twice a week, and that thanks ſhall be given to 
3 | the 
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the Citizen De la CuEANA V, for his indefatigable zeal in 
procuring us intelligence, and ſubjects of information.“ 
This Decree has been made by the Society eſtabliſhed 
at Rocheſter for the propagation of the Rights of Man. 


— — — 


Extrait du Regiftre des Deliberations du Conſeil Exccutif 
Kerri, du 16 Novembre, 1792, Fan ler de la Re- 
| publique, 


LE Conſeil Executif, deliberant ſur la conduite des 
armees Francoiſes dans les pays qu'elles occupent, ſpeci- 
alement dans la Belgique, un de ſes membresa obſerve: - 

1, Que les genes & entraves que, juſqu'a preſent la 
navigation & le commerce ont ſoufferts, tant ſur VEf- 
caut que ſur la Meuſe, ſont directement contraires aux 
principes fondamentaux du droit naturel que tous les 
Francois ont jure de maintenir, b 
2. Que le cours des fleuves eſt la l commune 


& inalienable des habitans de toutes les contrees arroſèes 


par leurs eaux; qu'une nation ne ſauroit, ſans injuſtice, 
pretendre au droit d'occuper excluſivement le canal d'une 
riviere, & dempecher que les peuples voiſins qui bordent 
les rivages ſuperieurs, ne jouiſſent du meme avantage; 
qu'un tel droit eſt un reſte des ſervitude feodales, ou du 
moins un monopole odieux, qui n'a pu ètre ẽtabli que par 
Ja force, ni conſenti que par Vimpuiſſance ; qu'il eſt con- 


| ſequemment revocable dans tous les moments, et malgre 


toutes les conventions, parce que la nature ne reconnoit 

pas plus de peuples que d' individus privilegies, et que 

les droits de I homme ſont à jamais impreſcriptibles. 
3. Que la gloire de Republique Frangoiſe veut que, 


par- tout où s tend la protection de ſes. . la liberts 


ſoit retablie, & la tyrannie renverſẽe. 


4. Que 


I nit 

4. Que, lorſqu'aux avantages procures au peuple 
| Belge, par les armes Frangoiſes, ſe joindra la navigation 
libre des fleuves, & Paffragachiſſement du commerce de ces 
provinces, non-ſeulement ce peuple raura plus lieu 
de craindre pour ſa propre independance, ni de douter du 
deſinterefſement qui dirige la Republique, mais mème 
que les Nations de I'Europe ne pourront des-lors refu- 
ſer de reconnoltre que la deſtruction de toutes les 
_ tyrannies, & le triomphe des droits de Phomme, ſont la 
ſeule ambition du peuple Frangois. 

Le Conſeil, frappe de ces puiſſantes conſiderations, 
arrète que le General, commandant en chef les armes 
Frangoiſes dans expedition de la Belgique, ſera tenu de 
prendre les meſures les plus preciſes, & d employer tous 
les moyens qui ſont à ſa diſpoſition, pour aſſurer la liberté 
de la navigation & des tranſports dans tout le cours de 
PEſcaut & de la Meuſe. | CE 

Pour Ampliation conforme à Porigi nal, 


GROUVELLE, 
Secretaire au Conſeil. 


Decree of the Executive Council of France, for the free Na- 
vigation of the Scheldt and Meuſe, Nov. 16, 1792. 


From the Moniteur of the 22d Nov. 1792. 


Extract of the Regi/ters of the Deliberations of the Provi- 
fionary Executive Council of the 16th Nov, 1792. 


The Executive Council deliberating on the conduct of 
the French armies in the countries which they occupy, 
eſpecially in Belgia, one of its members obſerved, 

1ſt, That the chains and trammels which till now Na- 
vigation and Commerce have ſuffered, as well upon the 
Scheldt as upon the Meuſe, are directly contrary to the 
fundamental principles of natural law, which the French 
have ſworn to maintain. 


G | 2dly, That 


u 
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2dly, That the courſe of rivers is the common and un- 


alienable property of all the countries watered by their 
banks; that a nation cannot, without injuſtice, pretend 


to the right of occupying the channel of a river, and to 


prevent the neighbouring nations, who inhabit the upper 
banks, from enjoying the ſame advantage, that ſuch a 
right is a remnant of feudal fervitude, or at leaſt an 


odious monopoly, which could only be eſtabliſhed by 


force, and conſented to by weakneſs ; that conſequently 


it is revocable every moment, and in ſpite of all Con- 


ventions, becauſe nature knows as little of privileged 
people as of privileged individuals, and the "oy of 
Man are always impreſcriptible. 

zaly, That the glory of the French Republic requires, 
that wherever the proteCtion of her arms extends, Liberty 


ſhould be eſtabliſhed, and Tyranny overthrown. 


4thly, That when to the advantages procured to the Bel- 
gian people by the French arms, ſhall be joined the free 
navigation of rivers, and the freedom of the commerce of 
theſe provinces, not only the people will have no farther 
ground to fear for their own dependence, or to doubt of 
the diſintereſtedneſs which directs the Republic, but even 
the nations of Europe cannot then refuſe to acknowledge, 
that the deſtruction of all Tyrannies, and the triumph of 
the Rights of Man, are the ſole ambition of the French 
people. 

The Council, . with theſe powerful conſidera- 
tions, decrees, that the General in Chief commanding the 
French armies in the expedition of Belgia, ſhall be en- 
joined to take the moſt preciſe meaſures, and to employ 
every method which is in his power, to enſure the liberty 
of navigation and tranſports in the whole courſe of the 


Scheldt and the Meuſe, | 
The reading of this Reſolution was interrupted dy nu- 


merous plaudits. 


Extra 
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Extra from the Treaty of Munſter, between Spain and 
| Holland, figned 30th January, 1648. 


ARTICLE xiv. 


THE rivers of the Eſcaut, as alſo the canals of Sas, 
Zwyn, and other mouths of rivers diſembogueing them- 
ſelves there, ſhall be kept ſhut on the ſide of the Lords 
the States. | 

The above Treaty was confirmed by the Treaty of 
Weſtminſter, between England and Holland, February 
9-10, 1674. Art. 7. | 
Ditto between ditto, March 3 1677-8, Art. — 


Windfor, between ditto, — - Auguſt 175 1685. 
Whitehall, ditto, - - Auguſt 16, 168g. 
Utrecht, ditto, - . Jan. 29, 1713» 
Hague, ditto, — = Jan. 44 1717. 


 Aix-la-Chapelle, between Eng. Fr. and Hol. Oct. 18, 1748. Art. 3. 
Paris, between Gr. Britain, France, and Spain, Feb. 10, 176g. 
Verſailles, between Great Britain and France, Sept. 3z, 178g. 


.. — 
Cepy of the 24, 7th, and 28th Articles of the Definitive 


Treaty between the Emperor and the States General, 
Signed at Fontainbleau, 8th Nov. 1785. 


AxrierE II. Le Traits conclu 5 Munſter le 30 Jan- 
vier, 1648, ſert de baſe au preſent Traité; et toutes les 
ſtipulations du dit Traite de Munſter ſeront conſeryees, 

en tant qu'il n'y aura pas été deroge par le preſent, 
Ax r. VII. Leurs Hautes Puiſſances reconnoiflent le 
plein droit de Souveraineté abſolue et independante de Sa 
Majeſte Imperiale ſur toute la partie de PEſcaut de puis 
Anvers juſqu'au Bout de Pays de Saftingen, conforme- 
ment à la ligne Jaune S. T. laquelle ritombe en T. fur 
la limite du Brabant, ſuivant que Vindique la Carte ſig- 
nee par les Ambaſſadeurs reſpectif ? 

„„ Les 
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Les Etats Generaux renoncent en conſequence à la 
perception et Levee d' aucun Peage et Impot dans cette 
partie de PEſcaut, a quelque titre et ſous quelle forme que 
cela puiſſe &tre ; de meme à y gener en aucune maniere 
la Navigation et le Commerce des Sujets de Sa Majeſte 
Imperiale, Le reſte du Fleuve depuis la ligne demarqu&es 
juſqua la Mer, dont la ſouverainete continuera d'appar- 
tenir aux Etats Generaux, ſera tenu clos de leur cote, 
ainſi que les Canaux du Sar du Swin, et autres bouches 
de mer y aboutiſſans conformement au Traits de Mun- 
ſter. 

Ax r. XXVIII. 8a Majeſts b Roi Treb Chretien, 
ayant contribue 3 la rèuſſite de Parrangement convenu | 
entre les hautes Parties Contranctantes par ſon inter- 
yention amicale et ſa mediation efficace et Equitable, ſa 
dite Majeſts eft requiſe par les hautes Parties Contract- 
antes de ſe charger auſſi de la garantie du preſent Traité, 
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ARTICLE UI. The Treaty concluded at Munſter on 
the zoth of January, 1648, ſerves as the baſis of the pre- 
ſent Treaty; and all the ſtipulations of the ſaid Treaty 
of Munſter ſhall be preſerved, ſo far as they mo not be 
ſet aſide by the preſent Treaty, 

Ar. VII. Their High Mightineſſes ed the 
full right of abſolute and independent Sovereignty in His 
Imperial Majeſty, over every part of the Scheldt from 
Antwerp to the extremity of the country of Saptingen, 
agreeably to the Yellow Line S. T. which falls on T. 
upon the boundary of Brabant, as marked i in the Pe 
ſigned by the reſpective Ambaſſadors, | 
The States General of courſe renounce all right of 
Toll and Duty on this part of the Scheldt, under what- 
| ſoever title or form they may be, as well as hindering, in 
any degree, the Navigation mn Commerce of the Sub- 

jects 
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jects of His Imperial Majeſty. Of the reſt of * River, 

trom the Line marked out to the Sea, the ſovereignty 

ſhall remain in the States General, and ſhall be kept ſhut 
by them, as alſo the Canals of Saes, Zwyn, and other 
adjoining, mouths of the ſea, agreeable t to the Treaty of 

Munſter. 

Ak r. XXVIII. His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty having 
contributed. to the completion of the arrangement made 
between the High Contracting Parties by his friendly in- 
tervention, and his effectual and juſt mediation, his ſaid 
Majeſty is req neſted by the High Contracting Parties to 

charge himſelf likewiſe with being Guarantee of the pre- 
ſent Treaty. | | | 
—— — 

Treaty 7 Defenſiue Alliance between His Majeſty the King 
of Great Britain, and their High Mightineſſes the e 
States General of the United Proviuces. Signed 

at the Hague the 15th of April, 1788. 


_ Azrt. II. Dans le cas on une des deux hautes Parties 
Contractantes ſeroit hoſtilement .attaquee par quelque 
Puiſſance Europeenne, dans quelque Partie du Monde 
que ce puiſſe tre, autre Partie Contractante s'engage 
de ſecourir ſon Allie, tant par mer que par terre, pour ſe 
maintenir et ſe garantir mutuellement dans la poſſeſſion 
de tous les Etats, Domaines, Villes, Places, Franchiſes 
et Libertes, que leur appertenoient reſpectivement avant 
le commencement des hoſtilites, 
ARr. IV. Les ſecours mentionnes dans PArticle 2, 
de ce Traits ꝙ Alliance defenſive, conſiſteront, de la part 
de ſa Majeſte Britannique, en huit mille hommes d'infan · 
terie, deux mille de cavalerie, douze vaiſſeaux de ligne, 
et huit frẽgates; et de la part des Etats Generaux, en 
cing mille hommes d' infanterie, mille de cavalerie, huit 
vaiſſeaux de ligne, et huit frẽgates; leſquels ſecours re- 


ſpectif . fournis dans Peſpace de deux mois apres la 
requi- 


CT 
requiſition faite par la partie attaquee, et demeureront 
a ſa diſpoſition pendant toute la duree de la Guerre dans 
laquelle elle ſe trouvera engagee, tandis que ces ſecours 
(ſoit en vaiſſeaux et fregates, ſoit en troupes) ſeront 
payes et entretenus par la puiſſance * par tout ou 
fon Alliè les fera agir. 

An r. V. Dans le Cas ol les Secours Kipules ne ſe- 
roient pas ſuffiſans pour la Defenſe de la Puiſſance requi · 
rante, la Puiſſance requiſe les augmentera ſucceſſivement, 
ſelon les beſoins de fon Allie; Elle 'aſſiſtera meme de 
toutes ſes Forces, ſi les circonſtances Pexigent; mais il 
eſt convenu expreſſement, dans tous les cas, que le con- 
tingent des Seigneurs Etats Generaux n'excedera pas 

revaluation de Dix Mille Hommes d'infanterie, Deux 
_ Mille de cavalerie, ſeize vaiſſeaux de ligne, et ſeize 
fregates, 

AxrT. VIII. Si les Hautes Parties Contractantes prẽ - 
ferent de fournir leurs ſecours de troupes en argent, il 
ſera Hbre de part et d'autre de la faire; et alors ce ſe- 
cours ſera Evalus I cent mille florins, courant de Hol- 
lande, par an, pour mille hommes d'infanterie, et à cent- 
vingt mille florins, meme valeur, pour mille hommes de 
cavalerie, par an, ou dans la meème proportion par 
mois. | 
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Ax r. II. In eaſe either of the High Contracting Pare 
ties ſhould be hoſtilely attacked by any European Power, 
in any part of the World whatſoever, the other Con- 
| tracting Party engages to ſuccour its Ally, as well by 
1 ſea as by land, in order to maintain and guarantee each 
Wo other mutually in the poſſeſſion of all the dominions, 

territories, towns, places, franchiſes and liberties, which 

belonged to them reſpectively before the commencement 
>; of hoſtilities, 
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Ax r. IV. The ſuccours mentioned in the Second 
Article of this Treaty of Defenſive Alliance, ſhall con- 
ſiſt, on the part of His Britannic Majeſty, of eight thou- 
ſand infantry, two thouſand cavalry, twelve ſhips of the 
line, and eight frigates; and on the part of the States Ge- 
neral, of five thouſand infantry, one thouſand cavalry, 
eight ſhips of the line, and eight frigates ; which reſ- 
pective ſuccours ſhall be furniſhed in the ſpace of two 
months after requiſition made by the party attacked, and 
ſhall remain at its diſpoſal during the whole continuance. 
of the War in which it ſhall be engaged, whilſt thoſe ſuc- 
cours (whether ſhips and frigates, or troops) ſhall be 
paid and maintained by the power of whom they ſhall be 
required, wherever its Ally ſhall employ them. 

Arr, V. In caſe the ſtipulated ſuccours ſhould not be 
ſufficient for the defence of the Power requiring them, 
the Power to whom requiſition ſhall be made ſhall ſuc- 
ceſſively augment them, according to the wants of its 

Ally, whom it ſhall affiſt, even with its whole force, if 
circumſtances ſhould render it neceſſary ; but it is ex- 
preſsly agreed, in all caſes, that the contingent of the 
Lords the States General ſhall not exceed ten thouſand 
infantry, two thouſand cavalry, ſixteen ſhips of the line, 
and ſixteen frigates. 

Ar. VIII. If the. High Contracting Parties prefer 
furniſhing their ſuccours of troops in money, they ſhall 
bs at liberty on each fide fo to do; and then ſuch ſuccour 
- ſhall be computed at one hundred thouſand florins, 
Dutch currency, per annum, for one thouſand infantry, 
and at one hundred and twenty thouſand florins, of the 
like value, for one thouſand cayalry, per annum, and in 
the ſame proportion by the month, F 
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Speech of M. Cambon on the State of the Finances, delivered 
in the National Convention on the 13th of Nov. 1792, 


III will be perhaps neceſſary to enter into ſome details 
on the opinion of Jacos DuronT. He was conſtantly- 
employed in the buſineſs of Contributions during the 

courſe of the Legiſlative Aſſembly. We were both Mem- 


bers of the Committee of Finances, and 1 agreed with 
him in opinion on this ſubje&t, I-muſt obſerve, that the 
Aſſembly will never provide for extraordinary neceſſities 
by taxes. They amounted to 198 millions of livres 


(8, 250, oool. ſterling) laſt month, and 138 millions of 


livres (5,7 50, oool. ſterling) for this. Now, if we im- 


poſe 138 millions of livres (5, 7 50, oool. ſterling) that will 
make a capital of 1 500 millions of livres (62, 500, oool. 


ſterling.) In the time of deſpotiſm, it never entered into 
the idea of Tyrants to make war with the exiſting Taxes 
alone they borrowed. Here we are incurring great ex- 
pence, to carry on a war which is to give Liberty to Eu- 
rope, and enſure the happineſs of future generations. 

In the ſtatement of 1793, you will diſtinguiſh the or- 
dinary expences, for which you may provide by taxes; 
and the extraordinary expences, for which you will pro- 
vide by alienating capitals. 

To return to the opinion of the laſt Speaker, we ought 
to regret that the eſtabliſhment of taxes has not produced 
what the Conſtituent Aſſembly expected. We have to 
regret, that the tax upon Patents has not been perceived ; 
and ſtill more to regret, that it has been impoſed, becauſe 


it fell upon the people. We have to regret, that the Tax 


upon Perſonal Property, ſo fine for thoſe who underſtand 
Algebra, but ſo difficult for the Municipal Officers, who 
fearce know how to read, has alſo been eſtabliſhed, We 
ought therefore to take care, that the expences ſhould be 

| | as 


S 
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as light as poſſible, and to retrench whatever is not for the 
public ſervice, 

| Your Committee of Finance, which does not loſe a mo- 
ment, which meets every day, has turned an attentive 
eye to the article of Expence, It has reſolved yeſterday 
evening, to propoſe to you the ſuppreſſion of the tax 
on perſonal property, the tax on patents, and the dimi- 
nution of 4 millions of livres (166,6661. ſterling) on the 
Land Tax. Your Committee was well aware, that this 
news would be received with enthuſiaſm, but at the 
ſame time it ought to be ceconomical, and in ſuppreſſing 
receipt, it ought alſo to ſuppreſs a part of expence, We 
have calculated the ſuppreſſion of theſe impoſts I may 
call them immoral. We muſt tell the People, there is an 
enormous expence; no body would believe it ; one which 
coſts 100 millions of livres (4,166,6661. ſterling) to the 
Republic, 
Being occupied with the ſtate of the Taxes of 179% 
we ought to propoſe this queſtion “ Whether the reli- 
gious ought not to pay the expence of religion?” This 
expence for 1793, which would coſt 100 millions of 
livres (4,166,6661, ſterling), cannot be paſſed over in 
ſilence, becauſe the National Treaſury cannot pay it. 
Can your Committee, under ſuch circumſtances, have 
the impudence to demand the blood of the people for 
functions which are not public? Your Committee has 
conſidered this queſtion under every point of view. It 
has aſked what the Convention was? They are Manda- 
taries who ſtipulate for the Society, what the whole So- 
ciety cannot ſtipulate for itſelf, They ought not to fix 
_ allowances to Clergy, ſince every one may directly con- 
tribute his quota. Then it ſaid, let us make the appli- 
cation of true principles, which require that he who 
works ſhall be paid for his labour, but paid by thoſe who 
employ him. If this queſtion has been preſented ab- 
| Mt to the Convention, they dould ſay, Theſe 
ANTE H Financiers 
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Financiers only wiſh to ſuppreſs; but when we ſhall ſay 
to the people, we diminiſh to you 124 millions of livres 
(5,166,066], ſterling); and you labourers, who pay 100 
livres (41.. ſterling) for the tax on Perfonal Property; 
you Inn-keepers, who pay 300 livres (121. 108. ſterling) ;z 


or Foo livres (161. 168. ſterling) for Patents; if you 


confide in this Eceleſiaſtic, who has ſerved the Revo- 
lution well, you will be no longer ſubject to an electo- 
ral body. Inft-ad of giving to him 12 or 1400 livres 
(491- 55. or 621. ros. ſterling), you will give to him 3 
or 4000 livres (1251, or 1661. 78. ſterling.) 

Thus, Citizens, inſtead of 300 millions of livres 
(12, 50c,000). fterling) you will have only 200 millions 
of livres [8,333,333]. ſterling) to impoſe. So many coer- 
cive meaſures will not be neceflary; before eight days the 


report will be ready - a report required and expected by all 


Priefts and all Frenchmen, But in the mean time proviſion 
muſt be made for the wants of the National Treaſury. 
Inſtead of 198 millions of livres (8, 2 50, oool. ſterling) of 
expencein the laſt month, you will have in this but 138 mil- 
lions of livres (5,7 50, oool. ſterling.) V ou have received 
but 28 millions of livres 1,1 66,6661. ſterling.) A payment 


of 110 millions of livres (45833, 3330. ſterling) is therefore 


neceſſary. I demand that you will decree this ordinary 
payment, and that you will hear your Committee of 
Finance when their labours ſhall be completed,” 


Tranſlation from the Leyden Gazette of 20th November, 1792. 


IN the Gazette of Deux Ponts of the 18th inſt. is the 
Following Article : We are authoriſed by the Miniſter 
c 'Plenipotentiary of the French Republic at the Palatine 
c Court of Deux Ponts, to announce, that the Contri- 


<< bution levied on the Town of Frankfort is about to be 


8 ee to * toto. No Es Who is 


' bal , 
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« 1-chanted with this reſtitution, as well as all the Mini- 
« fters-of the French Nation in Germany, have orders to 
make it publicly known, that the National Troops only 
« march to puniſh the Enemies of France, not to tay the purſe 
« of Citizens under Contribution : and their Friends will ever 
« ſee,” that their juſtice is equal to the delicacy and loyalty 7 
« the principles which direct them.” - | 
| Upon this it muſt be obſerved, that General Cvorin 
| had at firſt demanded 2,000,000 florins from Frankforts | 
he afterwards reduced the ſum to 2,500,000 :—he again 
raiſed it to 2,000,000, offering to take'the fine Artillery 
of the Town as 500,000 florins. One million had been 
paid: ſecurity had been given for the other, till an 
anſwer could be obtained by the two Deputies e Frankfort, 

ſent to make reprefentations to the National — 
tion. The fine Artillery of Fran#fort, ſo much coveted, 
was not given up. The inferior claſſes of Citizens fl 
jected the proffered bounty of the French General, who 
had ordered, that the Contribution ſhould only be levied 
on ſuch of the inhabitants as were worth 30,000 florins: 
and as freedom ought to be no leſs the right of Citizens of 
ancient Franconia than of the modern Franks, the formet 
have freely expreſſed their ideas on the ſubject in the * 
lowing Addreſs: * 
„My General, in the — which you have pub- 

« liſhed, you have addreſſed yourſelf to us, and have 
« therein but too well ſhewn, that you have the beſt in- 
* tentions in the world with reſpect to the loweſt Claſs of 
« Citizens,” We therefore place a perfect confidence in 
you. Permit us then, in our turn, to ſpeak as openly 
for once, and declare to'you our real ſentiments. 

You wiſh to protect us againſt oppreſſion, which God 
be praiſed! the Citizens of Frankfort never heard of, 
much leſs ever experienced, You wiſh to procure us 
that Liberty which we enjoy already; fo, my General, 
if you think we have deen hitherto oppreſſed, expoſed to 
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exactions or any eyil treatment, it muſt have been che 


enemies of our welfare who wiſhed to deceive you. Our 
Regents are alſo our. fellow-citizens, Magiſtraey itſelf 
is choſen from amongſt our fellow-workmen, and it forms 
a third of our whole Council. It is Citizens who are 
employed in the Adminiſtration of the Public Purſe, and 


| the accounts are given in, from time to time, to the whole Body 


of Burghers, The Public Charges are ſupported not leſs 
by the perſons of the Magiſtracy than by ourſelves : they 
have no other Prerogatives than merely the reſpect ne- 
ceſſary for the exerciſe of their functions of Public 
Authority. Amongſt us, the rich have never formed a 
diſtinct claſs: their eaſy circumſtances benefit every 
rank, and their flouriſhing commerce renders. us all 
happy. He who can and will work, finds a ſubſiſtence | 
in every profeſſion ; the proof of which is the great num- 
ber of monied men amongſt us, No Country is without 
its poor: but amongſt the numerous private .eſtabliſh- 
ments (which owe their exiſtence. to the liberality and 
riches of our Anceſtors, as the ſupport of our common 
welfare), our poor find ſuch aſſiſtance, that this little 
State ſurpaſſes in this reſpect many others far more ex- 
tenſive and flouriſhing. The charity beſtowed by the 
rich, daily, on the indigent, though done in ſecret, is 
publicly known; but we ſhall be ſilent on the ſubject, 
becauſe they want no acknowledgment, Our taxes are 
very trifling ; no one can complain of them. In ſhort we 


are all happy and content. Our general proſperity is 
too intimately connected with the happy Conſtitution, 
and with the welfare of our rich citizens, for us not to 


intereſt ourſelves in their favour. Thus, when my Gene- 
ral exacts ſuch conſiderable ſums from our richeſt Citi- 
zens, we, the middling Claſs, and poor Burghers, we 


alſo are puniſhed, inaſmuch as Commerce and Manu- 


factures muſt neceſſarily ſuffer from it: the more that is 


18 3 
taken "WY them, the leſs we ſhall gain of them; ſo we 
ſhall all be the loſers. 

Thus then, my General, ſince you ſet yourſelf up as a 
Defender of Liberty, and as a Protector of the Public Web 
fare, you would be acting againſt your own principles, 
not to leave us as we are, and deſiſt from thoſe contribu- 
tions which we have as little right to pay you as our richer 
Citizens, and which muſt tend to the ruin of our State, 
hitherto ſo happy. Moreover, we know not how to ma- 
nifeſt more ſincerely our zeal for the welfare of the 
French Republic, than by our ardent wiſh---that ſhe may 
ever find herſelf as happy in her Conſtitution as we are in 
ours. Indeed, we expect from you, my General, to leave 
us in the quiet enjoyment of our Conſtitution, which we 
have hitherto regarded as an invaluable bleſſing, as well as 
the advantages which are attached to it; and thereby 
preſerve your own glory, our higheſt gratitude, and uni- 
verſal praiſe ; the brighteſt jewel in the Civic TY be- 
cauſe it never tarniſhes. 1 

(Signed) 
THE BURGHERS' OF FRANKFORT. 
Frankfort, Nov. 5, 1792. 
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Anſwer of the Miniſter of the Interior to the Miniſter for 
Foreign Aﬀairs, relative to the Appeal of the Tom f 
Frankfort upon the Maine, the 18th of Nov. 1792, 
the firſt Tear of the French Republic. 


THE petition of the Town of Frankfort, which you 
have had the attention to addreſs to me, my dear. col- 
league, was by no means neceſſary to fix my opinion upon 
the Appeal which her deputies have made to the Na- 
tional Convention have manifeſted that opinion clear- 
175 you know; and I am well pleaſed in thinking that the 


principles 
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principles which ſerve for its baſis, may equally deter- 
mine the deciſion of the Aſſembly on ſo important "a 
queſtion. What has the French nation ſo ſolemnly de- 
-clared ? That ſhe renounced all conqueſts; that ſhe 
would reſpect the rights and properties of every people; 
that ſhe would only fight againſt. her enemies and ty- 
rants. After the reſtoration of the Rights of Man, what 
declaration more majeſtic,” more impoſing, or more wor- 
-thy of admiration,” could proceed from French legiſla- 
tors ꝰ And could they violate it, or even render it ſuſpf. 
cious to the eyes of the whole earth, ſo attentive to our 
motions, and to our moſt trifling deliberations? No, I 
cannot ſuppoſe it. Ihe conſciouſneſs of our ſtrength 
ougbt not to make us forget our ſentiments of glory; 1 
ſay more---of juſtice, What is the Town of Frank- 
fort i a free State, but dependent by her poſition, by 
her political connections, and by her own weakneſs. As 
an individual part of the Germanic Body, ſhe could not 
reſiſt the voice of the majority of the Diet, which obliged 
her to contribute her contingent for the war; and if this 
act, the moſt ſerious with which ſhe can be reproached, 
can neither be imputed to hoſtile diſpoſitions, nor to ſen- 
timents injurious to our Revolution; of what weight can 
appear to the eyes of a great Nation the pitiful and cap- 
tious accuſations raiſed againſt that ende for er 
ed ill offices towards us? : 8 | 
It is ſaid, ſhe has afforded an aſylum to the aer: : 
that ſhe has ſuffered them to raiſe Recruits; that ſhe has 
furniſhed the Princes with money ; that ſhe has permitted 
an Ariſtocratical Gazette within her walls; that the has 
diſcredited our Aſſignats. To all which imputations are 
- oppoſed, her reiterated prohibitions againſt recruiting ; 
her proſecutions of the recruiters ; her refuſal to ſell Ar- 
tiltery to the French Princes, or to lend them 200,000 
florins on ſome diamonds ; her reſiſtance to the requiſi - 
tion hoy the Grand Bailiwick of Ettenheim, to publiſh: an 
0 ordonnance 
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ordonnance againſt the Mayor and Town Clerk of Straſ- 
bourg, out of her reſpe& for an authority conſtituted 
and lawfully eftabliſhed by the French conſtitution: her 
having ſeized pamphlets in fayour of a. Counter- revolu- 
tion, and of which the liberty of the Fair ſeemed to au- 
' thorize the ſale; and would have been a moſt plauſible 
pretext for Magiſtrates leſs animated with the deſire of 
removing every thing which might wound the French 
nation; every thing which did not correſpond with the 
ſyſtem of neutrality ſhe had adopted. 

But, add the Repreſentatives of Frankfort, if ſome in+ 
dividuals have, by their commercial or criminal ſpecula- 
tions, been the abettors of theſe wrongs, ought a whole 
city to be accuſed and puniſhed for it, which, although 
obliged to keep on good terms with the Deſpots of the 
Empire and of Pruſſia, has nevertheleſs ever ſnewa the 
moſt unequivocal diſpoſition to maintain the moſt per» 
fe neutrality : a neutrality in which ſhe intended to 
perſiſt, whatever might be the reſolution of the Diet re- 
ſpecting the war of the empire ; and who has merited, by 
her friendly conduct towards France, the: thanks of the 
National Aſſembly, 

Paſſing from theſe reproaches (of which the People of 
Frankfort exculpate themſelves in ſo peremptory a man- 
ner), to the eee of the conduct held by them on 
the approach of our Armies; it ſeems to me, that it 
ought to have totally effaced the unfavourable impreſ-- 
ſions which circumſtances, ill underſtood, might have 
raiſed againſt them. They came out of their Town, 
and preſented us, fraternally, the ſymbol of Peace and _ 
Friendſhip, and every hoſpitable aſſiſtance. No wazlike 
preparation announced on their part, either the deſign to 
reſiſt us, or to protect our enemies; they were in that 
ſtate of neutrality which becomes a Free Town, who may 
be occupied or influenced by, but who will not herſelf 
uſe any influence reſpecting thoſe political diſcuſſions in 
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which her ſentiments do not induce her to participate. 
; Leet us then compare this conduct of the Town of Frank- 
1 fort with that of the different Towns which our Armies 
i have occupied, or conquered, and let us ee, if amongſt 
them, Frankfort is not the moſt worthy our regard. 
ö Geneva, for inſtance, who, without being attacked or 
; menaced, in ſpite of our ties of friendſhip, and our re- 
iterated aſſurances to reſpect them and her Independence, 
thinks proper to aſſume the inſulting attitude of Defence; 
introduces Foreign Troops within her walls, and per- 
| fidiouſly demands the aſſiſtance of the Cantons, with 
| whom ſhe compromiſes our connection and our dignity. 
She is negociated and treated with We forget that ſhe 
has been unmindful of our good faith; that ſhe has pro- 
| voked our indignation—Have we put her under Miljtary 
| Contribution - No. Have her Deputies haſtened to 
the boſom of the National Convention, fully confident 
13 of its Juſtice and its Wiſdom ? No: they have remained 
= within their Walls at the head of a faction which che- 
riſhes our Enemies; they have favoured and protected 
the flight of a General ſuſpected, attainted by a Decree 
of Accuſation: We will ſhow ourſelves magnanimous 
we have openly ſworn it: let us begin then by being 
equitable; let us conquer hearts by love, by our virtues, 
by the ſublimity of our principles. Let us only puniſh 
our Enemies by enlightening them, by inſpiring them 
with ſentiments of Independence, of Liberty and of 
Equality, Let us engrave upon the Porticos of the 
Temple of our Laws, theſe Maxims of Thomas Paine, 
fo worthy of our Revolution Let us commence our 
new era by diſplaying grandeur and generoſity; let us 
think only on maintaining Union, and on gaining hearty : 
| in order to enſure our ſucceſs,” 

Such, my dear Colleague, are the reflections which 
the peruſal of the Paper you have communicated to me, 
nn to * even in 5 of myſelf, You 

will 
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will infer from them this natural conſequence, that the 
juſtice and the dignity of the Nation require, that the 
People of Frankfort ſhould be treated as Friends, and 


releaſed from the contribution impoſed upon them by the 


brave CUSTINE, through a n of zeal which cannot 
be approved. 79 


Decret de la Convention'Nationale par Front la Savoie fſutannexee 
4 la France, dans la ſeance du 27 Novembre, 1792. 
LA Convention Nationale, aprés avoir entendu le 
rapport de ſes Comites de Conſtitution et Diploma- 
tique, et avoir reconnu que le voeu libre et univerſel du 


Peuple Souverain de la Savoie, emis dans les Aſſemblées 


de Communes, eſt de Sincorporer à la Republique Fran- 
coiſe ; conſiderant que la nature, les rapports, et les 
entouts reſpectifs, rendent cette Union avantageuſe aux 
deux Peuples, declare quelle accepte la Reunion pro- 
posee, et que de ce moment la Savoie fait partie inte- 
grante de la Republique Frangaiſe. _ 

Akr. I, La Convention Nationale decrete, que la 
Savoie formera proviſoirement un quatrevingt qua- 
trieme departement, ſous le nom de DN du 
Mont Blanc, 

Akr. Il. Les Afemblees Primaires' et EleQorales 
ſe formerant inceſſament ſuivant la forme des lois 
etablies, pour nommer leurs Deputes a la Convention 
Nationale, 

ART, III. Ce Departement aura proviſoirement dix 
Deputes à la Convention Nationale. 

ArT IV. II ſera envoyé dans le Departement th 
Mont Blanc quatre Commiſſaires pris dans: le Sein de la 
Convention Nationale pour proc der a — 
proviſoire de-ce-Departement. 


— — 
Decree by which Savoy was united to France, in the Sitting 


of the 27th of November, 179%  _ 
THE, National Convention, after. having heard the 
Report of its Conſtitutional and Diplomatic Com- 


I mittees, | 
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mittees, and having recognized it to be the free and 


univerſal wiſh of the Sovereign People of Savoy, ma- 


nifeſted in its Aſſemblies of the Commons, to incorpo- 


rate itſelf with the French Republic; conſidering that 
Nature, and their reſpective relations and intereſts, 


render this union advantageous to the two Nations, de- 
clares its acceptance of the propoſed union, and that, 
from this moment, Savoy forms an integral part of the 
French Republic. ey 3 

AR TIcIE I. The National Convention 1 that 


Savey ſhall proviſionally form an Eighty-fourth Depart- 
ment, under the name of the Department of Mont Blanc. 


ArT. II. The Primary and Electoral Aſſemblies 
ſhall conſtitute themſelves, according to tbe eſtabliſhed 
Laws, without delay, in order to name Deputies to the 
National Convention. 2 

Axr. III. This Department ſhall proviſionally ſend 
Ten Deputies to the National Convention. 


| ART, IV. Four Commiſſaries, taken from the Con- 


vention, ſhall be ſent to the Department of Mont Blanc, 
to proceed to the organizing this Department pro- 
vikionally, | . f 


Convention Nationale, Decembre 15. 


LA Convention nationale, apres avoir entendu le 
rapport de ſes Comitees de finances, de la guerre et 
diplomatique reunis, fidelle au principe de la ſouve- 
rainete des peuples, qui ne lui, permet pas de recon- 
naitre aucune inſtitution qui y porte atteinte, et vou- 
lant fixer les regies a ſuivre par les generaux des armees 
de la République dans les pays od ils  portent les armes, 
decrete ce qui ſuit: 

ART, I. Dans les pays qui ſont cu qui ſeront oc- 
cupẽs par les armées de la Republique Francaiſe, les 


nn proclameront ſur le * un nom de la 
oy | Nation 
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| Nation Francaiſe, I'abolition des impòôts ou contribu- 
tions exiſtans, la dime, les droits feodaux fixes ou 
caſuels, la ſervitude reelle ou perſonelle, les droits de 
chaſſe excluſifs, la nobleſſe, et generalement tous les 
privileges, Ils declareront au peuple qu'ils lui appor- 
tent paix, ſecours, fraternite, liberté et egalite, 

AR r. II. Ils proclameront la ſouverainete du peu- 
ple, et la ſuppreſſion de toutes: les autorités exiſt- 
antes; ils convoqueront de ſuite le peuple en afſem- 
blees primaires ou communales pour creer et orga- 
niſer une adminiſtration proviſoire, ils ſeront publier, 
- afficher. et executer dans la langue ou idiome du pays, | 
dans chaque Commune, la proclamation annexee au 
preſent decret. 

ART. III. Tons. les agens et officiers de Pancien - 
gouvernement, ainſi que les individus ci-devant reputes 
nobles, ou membres de quelques corporations ci-devant 
privilegiees, ſeront, mais pour la premiere eleCtion 
ſeulement, inadmiſſibles au places d'adminiſtration, ou 
de pouvoirs judiciaires proviſoires. 

Ar. IV. Les generaux mettront de ſuite, ſous 
la ſauvegarde et protection de la Republique Frangaifſe, 
tous les biens meubles et immeubles appartenant au 
fiſc, au Prince, a ſes ſauteurs et adherens et ſatellites 
volontaires, aux Etabliflemens publics, aux corps et 
communantes laies et religieux; ils en feront, ſans 
delai, dreſſer un état detaille, qu'ils envérront au con- 
ſeil Pexecutif, et ils prendront toutes les meſures qui 
ſont en leur pouvoir, afin que ces propriẽtẽs ! 


reſpectees. 


AR r. V. L'adminiſtration proviſoire nommee, par le 
peuple ſera chargee de la ſurveillance et regie des objets 
mis ſous la ſauvegarde et protection de la Republique 
Francaiſe : elle fera executer la loi en vigueur relative au 
au jugement des proces civils et criminels, a la police et 
à la ſurete publique; elle ſera chargee de regler et faire 
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payer les depenſes locales et celles qui ſeront neceſſaires 
pour la defenſe commune; elle pourra établir des con- 
tributions, pourvu toutefois qu'elles ne ſoĩient pas ſup- 
portees par la partie indigente et laborieuſe du peuple. 

Ak r. VI Des que Vadminiftration proviſoire ſera 
organiſce, la Convention nationale nommera des com- 
miſſaires pris dans ſon * pour aller fraterniſer 
avec elle. | 

AR r. VII. Le conſeil executif nommera aui des 
commiſſaires nationaux qui ſe rendront de ſuite fur 
les lieux, pour ſe concerter -avec Fadminiſtration pro- 
viſoire nommee par le peuple, ſur les meſures a pren- 
dre pour la defenſe commune et ſur les moyens à em- 
ployer pour le procurer les habillemens, ſubſiſtances - 
neceſſaires aux armees de la Republique, et pour ac-. 
quitter les depenſes qu'elles ont faites et feront pen- 
dant leur ſejour ſur leur territoire. | 

ARrT, VIII. Les commiſſaires nationaux nommeeg 
par le pouvoir executif proviſoire, lui rendront compte 
tous les 15 jours de leurs operations : ils y joindront 
leurs obſervations, le conſeil executif les approuvera 
ou les rejettera, et en rendra de ſuite compte 2 la 
Convention, 

ArT. IX. Lad miniſtration proyiſoire nommee par 
le peuple, et les fonctions de commiſſaires nationaux 
ceſſeront auſſitꝭt que les habitans, apres avoir declare 
la ſouverainete du peuple, la liberté et Vindependance, 
auront organiſe une forme de gouvernement libre et 


populaire. 1 2 

ART, X. La Republique Francaiſe rendra db 
au Gouvernement qui ſera etabli, des depenſes ſubies 
par la premiere pour la defenſe commune, et des ſommes 
quelle pourroit avoir regue. La Republique Frangaiſe | 
arrangera les moyens pour les ſommes qui pourront 
encore etre dues; et, pourvu que Pinteret commun 


rendra indiſpenſable le ſejour ulterippr: des'Armees de 
la 


1 „ 1 


la Republique fur la territoire etrangere, la Rẽ publique 
fera les diſpoſitions requiſes A leurs beſojns, | 

Axr. XI, La Nation Frangaiſe annonce, qu'elle 
traitera en ennemis ceux qui, rejettant ou renoncant 
la liberté et Vepalite, ont envie de conſerver leur 
prince et etats privileges, ou d'entrer avec. eux en 
accord, La Nation promete et sengage de ne pas 
mettre bas ſes armes, juſqu' à la retabliflement de Ja 
ſouveraineté et la liberté du peuple, la territoire de- 
quel les armees Frangaiſes entrereront; et qu'elle ne 
conſentira à aucun accommodement ou traite avec 
les Princes et les gens privileges qui ſeront ainſi 
depourvus, et avec leſquels la Republique eſt en guerre. 


| National Convention, December 15, 1792. 


THE National Convention, after having heard the 
Report of the United Finance, Military, and Diploma- 
tic Committees, faithful to the Principles of the So- 
vereignty of the People, which will not permit them to 
acknowledge any of the Inſtitutions militating againſt it, 
and willing to fix the Regulations to be obſerved by 
the Generals of the Armies of the Republic, in thoſe 
Countries to which they may carry their arms, 
decree | 

ARTICLE I. In thoſe Countries which are or ſhall 
be occupied by the Armies of the French Republic, 
the Generals ſhall immediately proclaim, in the Name 
of the French Nation, the abolition of all the exiſting 
Impoſts or Contribution; of Tythes; of all Feudal 
and Manorial Rights, fixed or caſual ; of all real or 
perſonal ſervices; of the excluſive right of Hunting 
and Fiſhing; of State Labour; of the Nobility; and, 
generally, all Privileges: they ſhall declare to the Peo - 
ple, that they bring them Peace, Succours, 4 rater - 


nity, Liberty, and Equality. 
r | 1 
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Ax r. II. They ſhall proclaim the Sovereignty of 
the People, and the Suppreſſion of all exiſting Au- 
thorities; they ſhall then con voke the People in Pri- 
mary or the Commonalty Aſſemblies, to create and 


organize a Proviſionary Adminiſtration ; they ſhall cauſe 


the preſent Decree, and the Proclamation hereto an- 
nexed, to be publiſhed and affixed in the language 
or dialect of the Country, and to be executed with- 


out delay in every Diſtrict. 
ART. III. All the Agents and Officers of the 


former Government, Military or Civil, as well as tho 


Individuals lately reputed Noble, and the Members 
of any Corporation lately privileged, ſhall, for the 
firſt Election only, be inadmiſſible to any Place in the 
Provifional Adminiſtration or judicial Power, 

ART, IV. The Generals ſhall forthwith place un- 
der the protection and ſafeguard of the French Repub- 
lic, all property, moveable or immoveable, belonging to 
the Treaſury, to the Prince, to his voluntary Abet- 
tors, Adherents, or Attendants; to the Bodies and 
Communities, both Civil and Religious: they ſhall 
cauſe to be drawn up, without Ce'ay, an exact ſtate 
thereof, which they ſhall tranſmit to the Executive 
Council; and they ſhall take every meaſure in their 


power to cauſe ſuch p roperty to be reſpected. 


ART. V. The Proviſional Adminiſtration, appoint- 
ed by the People, ſhall be charged with the inſpection 
and management of all things put under the ſafeguard 
and protection of the French Republic; they ſhall 
cauſe the Laws in force to be executed, which re- 
late to the determination of Civil and Criminal Suits, 
to the Police, and Public Safety ; they ſhall be charged 
with the Regulation and Payment of the local 
pences, and ſuch as ſhall be neceſſary for the com- 
mon Defence; they ſhall eſtabliſh Contributions, pro- 
vided always that they be not levied on the indigent 
and laborious claſs of the. People. 


ART. 


[ 63 ) 

AR r. VI. As ſoon as the Proviſional Adminiftra- 
tion ſhall be organized, the National Convention ſhall 
name Commiſſaries from their own Body, to enter in- 
to fraternity with them, 

ART, VII. The Executive Council ſhall alſo name 
National Commiſſaries, who ſhall afterwards repair thi- 
ther, for the purpoſe of concert ing with the Proviſional 
Adminiſtration named by the People, upon the mea- 
ſures to be taken for the common Defence, and upon 
the means to be employed for procuring the Clothing 
and Subſiſtence neceſſary for the Armies of the Re- 


public, and to diſcharge the Expences which they have 


incurred, or ſhall —_ while they remain __ their 
Territories, 

ART, VIII. The Commiſſaries named ber the Pro- 

viſional Executive Power, ſhall tranſmit to them, every 
| fifteen days, an account of their proceedings, together 
with their obſervations ſubjoined: The Executive 
Council ſhall approve or reje& them, and afterwards 
communicate the fame to the Convention. 
Ar. IX. The Proviſional Adminiſtration named 
by the People, and the Functions of the National Com- 
miſſaries ſhall ceaſe, as ſoon as the Inhabitants, after 
having declared the Sovereignty, Liberty, and Independ- 
ence of the People, ſhall have organized a free and 
popular Form of Government, 

Art. X. The French Republic ſhall deliver to 
the Government which ſhall be eſtabliſhed, an account 
of the expences which the former ſhall have incurred 


in the common defence, and of the ſums which it 


may haye received, The French Republic ſhall make 
Arrangements for what may remain due; and, in 
caſe the common intereſt ſhould then require the fur- 
ther continuance of the Troops of the Republic on 
the Foreign Territory, the. Republic ſhall make the. 
neceſſary Arrangements for their ſubſiſtence. 

| Arr. 
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Axr. XI. The French Nation declare, That tt 
will treat as Enemies, 'the People, who, refuſing or re- 


 wowicing Liberty and Equality,” are defirous of preſerving 


their Prince and privileged Caſis, or of entering into an 
eetommodation with them. The Nation promiſes and 


engages not to lay down its Arms, until the Sove= 


reignty and Liberty of the People, on whoſe Territory 


the French Armies {hall have entered, ſhall be eſta- 


bliſhed; and not to conſent to any Arrangement or 
Treaty with the Princes and privileged Perſons ſo dif- 


| Poffelfe, with whom che Republic is at War. | 
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| f iderations gencrales far Peſprit et les principes du decret 


du 15 Decembre, en tete des I nfiru2tions gertrales donnees 
aux commiſſaires nationaus nommes par le conſeil 
f executif, en conformits de ce decret. 


| Ceſt en vain que nos ennemis tenteraient de faire 
prendre le change a Europe entiere ſur les motifs qui 


ont entraine la Republique Francaiſe à porter la guerre 
hors de ſon territoire. Leur calomnie eſt auſſi manifeſte 


que notre conduite, II eſt evident que nous ne ſommes 


point guides par Fambition turbulente des conquetes z 
nous ne voulons domine, ne aſſervir aucun peuple ; plus 


que jamais nous reſpectons Findependance des Nations, 


Ce n'eſt pas meme (comme ils ont affectè de le repandre), 
ce n'eſt pas la paſſion tEmeraire de propager au · delà de 
nos limites nos principes et nos lois, qui precipita nos 
armees, dans les contrees environnantes z Paveuglement. 


_ Gun enthouſiaſme fectaire, une vaine ſureur de proſely- 


tiſme ne tranſporte point une nation toute entiere, une 
nation à qui la raiſon bumaine doit ſes plus rapides 
progres, chez qui tout fanatiſme eſt en horreur, füt; ce 


mème celui de la philoſophie. 

Non; Punivers et la poſterite la reconnattront, Y 

guerre injuſte que les deſpotes lignes ont les premiers 
5 pré- 


1 657 
prẽ parẽe contre la France, eſt la ſeule origine de la guerre 
legitime et ſacrẽe que nous pourſuivons contre eux, dans 
la ſeule vue d'aſſurer notre AP Reg et d empechet 
de nouvelles aggreſſions. 

Si ces deſpotes euſſent reſpecté la e de la 
Nation; 'vils n'euſſent pas raſſemblé leurs arm&es pour 
envahir la terre libre, et, comme le prouvent leurs mani- 
feſtes fe roces, pour la rEduire au plus honteux eſclavage, 
qui pourrait douter que la République Francaiſe, con- 
tente d'avoir atfermi ſa liberté, ne ſe far repoſte du 
progres” de la vétité autour delle, ſur le tems, ' ſur 
Tefficacitè de ſon exemple, fur Tavancement des con- 
naiſſances humaines, fur la © depravation toujours 
croiſſante, et Fintolerable tyrannie de gouvernement 
abſolu. [| +611p1 5 * A 22 

Mais du moment due les Francais ont été réduits 2 
repouſſer la violence par la force, il n'a pas plus ſuf 
pour eux de vaincre et de diſperſer leurs ennemis à 
travers les pays meme de leur domination; ils ont du 
encore inviter les habitans de ces pays à Saffranchir 
comme eux-memes, A ſe donner, en légitimes ſouverains, 
un gouvernement libre, a ſe regenerer enfin par un 
changement univerſel et conforme aux principes de 
PEgalitè et de la Liberté. Auttement les Francais 
euſſent 6:6 forces de les traiter en ennemis vèritables, en 
ſatellites volontaires; en complices des tyrans. 

Et d'ailleurs la plupart des peuples, dont nos armees 
occupent aujourd'hui le territoite, des long tems de- 
maindaient leur délivrance au Ciel et à la Republique 
Francaife, Ils ont ete exaucés. Il eſt tems aujourd'hui 
que cette liberation ſe conſolide; et comment? par une 
veritabe revolution. Et à qui appartient- il de la faciliter 
et de Pacce!erer en faveur de ces 3 ſi ce n eſt ala 
Republique Francaiſe ? 

Ceeſt là le principal objet du decret KR par Ia Cha 


vention Nationale, le 15 Decembre dernier. Le choix 
29 = IS des 


ü 66 J 


des diſpoſitions. que preſcrit cette loi, 4 ete dirige. par des 
vues qui ne ſont pas moins grandes et n . 


cieuſes. 
Malheur au Ns Ch qui be de bafftanchir, vil ne 


rompt au meme inſtant toutes ſes chaines! Tous les 
droits ſortent d'une ſeule et meme ſouche ; qui n'en faiſit 
que les branches, ne poſſede qu'un uſu fruit precaire, et 
n'eſt point en effet rentre dans la propriete, de ſon do- 
maine naturel, En un mot, pour qu'une revolution 


politique ſoit ſalutaire et durable, il la faut rapide et cevus 


plette; il faut qu'elle s' opere tout A la fois Gains les 
hommes et dans les choſes. 

Qui a plus que nous eprouve ? 3 trop ſouvent 
W forces d'avoir recours au remede violent et 
perilleux des inſurrections? Pourquoi la Liberte na- elle 
pu s'aſſeoir parmi nous que teinte de ſang et entourée de 


diſcordes? Pourquoi les tyrans de l'Europe eurent-ils le 


tems et Vaudace de conjurer, de s armer contre la Nation 
libre? Pourquoi le credit, le commerce et la proſperite 


publique ont- ils regu des bleſſures ſi profondes ? 


. C'eſt que notre revolution timide et graduelle laiſſait 


| à pluſieurs tyrannies des points d' appui qui les ſoutinrent 


dans la ſecouſſe generale. C'eſt parce qu'i cote de la 
fouvyerainete nationale ſubſiſterent des autorites uſurpa- 
trices qui Pavaient long-tems foulee aux pieds, Ceſt 
parce que notre confiance imprudente voulut faire des 
anciens ferviteurs du deſpotiſme les ouvriers de la 
Liberte naiſſante. Ceſt parce qu'enfin nous laiſſames, 
par des menagemens et des conciliations funeſtes, revo- 
quer en doute larealite de la volontẽ . Texiſtence 
4 la Nation elle-meme. 

Ainſi done, quoique Tart d'organiſer les ſocietes foit 


encore dans ſon enfance, Part dorganiſer les revolutions 4ſt 


du moins plus avancẽ. Graces en foient rendus à cette 
vaſte experience que nous venons de faire 2 nos perils et 
au profit du genre humain! | 

82 Ceſt 


19 

Cl un ait reconnu. Toute revolution veut une 
puiſſance proviſoire qui ordonne ſes mouvemens deſorgani - 
ſateurs, qui faſſe en quelque ſorte demolir avec methods 
toutes les parties de Pantienne conſtitution ſoctale, qui rempla- 
cant momentanement les autorités renverſces, empeche 
— la hideuſe anarchie ne ' 8'empare du tems qui doit 

ecouler entre la deſtruction et la reconſtruction 
— | P 

Tel doit Etre le bid Uedem 5 

A qui peut- il appartenir, fi ce neſt aux Francais, dans ler 
pays ou la pourſuite de leurs ennemis entraina leurs 
armes? Pourraient-ils avec ſecuritẽ Ie laiſſer *exercer d 
d autres? 

La Republique Francaiſe a donc du le charger de cette 
ſorte de tutelle des peuples qu'elle fait naitre à la Liberte ; 
tutelle temporaire, et dont la Convention nationale a 

elle-mime fixes poſitivement le terme. 

La loi du 15 Decembre inſtitue en quelque ſorte ce 
pouvoir; elle en trace les regles; elle en etablit les pro- 
cedes : telle eſt ſon intention bienfaiſante; tel eſt ſon 1 


principal. 
Cependant elle a un esd objet, qu Il « convient _ 
dindiquer, „81 


La guerre que nous avons e interefſe u taus les 
peuples, N'euſſent-ils pas m&me beſoin de la Liberté, ils 
ont beſoin de la paix. Or la paix ne peut arriver que par 
notre deſtruftion entiere, et dans ce cas, la guerre peus durer 
long-tems ; ou par des victoires ſucceſſives et des meſures 
qui deſarment à jamais et tarraſſent les deſpotes; et ce 
qui vient de fe paſſer annonce qu'on _ ainſi 1 
le terme du fleau, 

Que les peuples dont ts 'agit, faſſent done 55 come 
mune avec la Republique Francaiſe, gils veulent rappelet 

romptement la paix; qu'ils s uniſſent à nos efforts; qu'ils 


nous aident de leurs moyens ; ils partagent nos riſques; ils 
fn nos avantages; qu'ils partagent done nos 
K 2 facrifices ; 3 
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r 
ſaerifices; qu ils entrent du moins en quelgpe e colnfenſa- 
Zion des avances rutneues que nous avons faires oye Pinterit 
precicuæ et 14Paxel de la Liberit des homme... WD un 
—Auſſi le .decrets au 15 Decembre erablit-iLles baſes de 
2 communaute d interets, de.ſecqurs et de aedammage: 
mens entre la Republique A 1 n affranchs 
par ſes armes,  -, -'/ 713 noiyeds : 
Tel eſt Veſprit, tels ſont 15 principes Elementainns de 
la loi, et c'eſt ſur. ces ptingipes que les -commiſſaires 
EG doivent en diriger e ung e . 
iel Sinns ine ed Sint og rt oo gyig 
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5 of the 15th if December; placed at the head of the generul 
As ee ons, delivered to the Nuttinal ow Ne 
: by the e Council, in =. Spray 2 that | 

. | Deere, 
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OUR e in vain to Sep to all 


Europe the matives which have impelled the French Re- 


public to wage war out of its own territory. Their 
calumny is as manifeſt as. our conduct. It is evident 
that we are not actuated by the turbulent ambition of 
conqueſts : : we do not wiſh either to govern or ſubjugate 
any natich | and we reſpect more than ever the inde- 
pendence of all nations. It is not even (as they have 
taken care to ſpread abroad), it is not the intemperate 


paſſion of propagating beyond our on limits our laws 


and our principles, which precipitates our armies into the 
ſurrounding oountties: the blindneſs of an enthuſiaſtic 
ſectariſm, a vain fury of making proſelytes, does not 
guide and actuate à whole nation ; a nation to which 
human reaſon owes its moſt rapid progreſs, and which 


ſhudders at every fanaticiſm, even that of philoſophy. 


No, the univerſe and poſterity will acknowledge that 


the unjuſt war which re” 1 have aggreſhvely 
* 


« 


U 69 ] 


waged RPE France, is the ſole origin of the legitimate 
and ſacred war we purſue againſt them, with the ſole 
view of fixing our independence, and proventivg der 
reſſions. 
Had theſe deſpots reſpected the National Sovervienty ; : 
had they not aſſembled their armies to invade! our free 
territory, and as is proved by their ferocious manifeſtoes, 
to reduce it to the vileſt of ſlaveries, who could then 
have doubted that the French Republic, content with 
having conſolidated her liberty, would have committed 
the progreſs of the truth around her, to time, to the 
efficacy of her example, to the advancement of human 
knowledge, and to the conſtantly increaſing depravity 
and intolerable tyranny of abſolute government. 
Rut from the moment the French were driven to repel 
violence by force, it was no longer enough for them to 
ſubdue and diſperſe their enemies in the countries the 
poſſeſſion of which they held; it was alſo neceſſary for 
them to invite the inhabitants of theſe countries 
to become free as themſelves, to give themſelves, 
as legitimate Soyereigns, a free government; and laſtly 
to effect their regeneration by an univerſal change con- 
formable to the principles of Liberty and Equality. 
The French would otherwiſe have been obliged to treat 
them as real enemies, as fads ſatellites, * * AG 
complices of tyrants, 1 
The greater part of the Nations whoſe territory our 
Armies now occupy, had beſides. for a long time de- 
manded their deliverance, had demanded it of Heaven 
and the French Republic. They have been heard---and 
it is now time that this their deliverance ſhould be con- 
ſolidated. In what way is this to be effected? by a true 
Revolution: and to whom does it belong to facilitate and 
accelerate this conſummation in favour of theſe Nations, 
unleſs it be the French Republic? | | x 7 


This is the principal object of the Decree framed by the 
National 
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National Convention on the 15th of December laſt. 
The' choice of the diſpoſitions preſcribed by this law, 
has been guided by views equally OY and Ju- 


dicious, 


Unhappy will that Nition be which, whilſt it mall 
due te liberate itſelf, ſhall not at the ſame inſtant break 
all its chains! All rights ſpring from one and the ſame 
ſtock; and he who ſeizes the branches only, poſſeſſes 
merely a precarious enjoyment of the fruit, and is not 
effectively reſtored to the property of his natural do- 
main. In a word, to the end that a political Revolution 
may be ſalutary and durable, it muſt be rapid and com- 
plete; it is neceſſary that it ſhall at one and the ſame 
time operate every thing both on men and things. 
Who, more than ourſelves, has felt this truth? Why 
have we too often been obliged to have recourſe to the 


violent and perilous remedy of inſurreQion? Why has 
Liberty not been able to fix her reſidence among us, 


without being ſtained with blood, and ſurrounded by 
diſcords? Why had the Tyrants of Europe the time 
and audacity to conſpire and arm againſt our Free Na- 
tion? Why have our credit, our commerce, and our 


proſperity received ſuch deep wounds} 


lt is becauſe our timid and gradual Revolution left ta 
ſeveral Tyrannies certain points of ſupport, which ſuſ- 
tained them in the general convulſion. It is becauſe 
uſurping authorities, by which it had for a long time 
been oppreſſed, ſubſiſted beſide the National Sovereignty. 
It is becauſe our imprudent confidence wiſhed to convert 
the ancient ſervants of Deſpotiſm, into the labourers f 
growing Liberty, It is, laſtly, becauſe, by fatal for- 
bearances and conciliations, we allowed to be brought 
into doubt the reality of the National Will, and the 


exiſtence of the Nation itſelf. 


Thus then, notwithſtanding the art of Organizing 
Bocletin be ſtill in its infancy, the art of organizing Re- 
volutzons 


1 7 


wolutions is at laft more advanced. We onght to return 
thanks for it to that vaſt experience we have juſt made 
at our own peril, for the profit of the Human race! 

This is an acknowledged fact, Every revolution re- 
quires a proviſional power which orders its diſorganixing 
movements, which in a manner brings about the methodical 
demolition of all the parts of the ancient ſocial conflitution, 
which, replacing in a moment the authorities overturned, 
prevents an hideous anarchy from ſeizing on the time 
which muſt elapſe between * . and poli- 
tical re- conſtruction. | 

Such ſhould be the e power, 

To whom can it belong unleſs to the French, in the coun- 
tries into which the purſuit of their enemies has carried 
their arms ? Can they with ſecurity allow it to be exerciſed by 
others? 

The French Republic bas 00 felt it a duty to 
charge herſelf with this ſort of tutor hip of the nations ſhe 
gives to liberty; a temporary tutorſhip, the term of which, 
the National Convention itſelf has poſitively fixed. 

The law of the 15th of December has in ſome man- 
ner inſtituted this power; it traces its regulations, and 
eſtabliſhes its procedures. Such is its benevolent inten- 
tion, fuch is its principal aim, 

It has, however, a ſecondary object, which it is 4 ne- 
ceſſary to point out. 

The war we have undertaken intere/ts all nations, Had 
they not even need of liberty, they would have need of 
peace. Now peace cannot be brought about unleſs by theſe tius 
caſes : Either by our full and entire deſiruftion, in which 
caſe the war may continue a long time, or by our fuc- 
ceſſive victories or meaſures, which may for ever difarm 
and overthrow deſpots. What has recently happened 
announces that the termination of this W may be 
accelerated in the latter way. | 


Let the nations in queſtion therefore 1 one com- 
mon 


u 
mon cauſe with the French Republic, if they with to 
bring about a ſpeedy reſtoration of peace. Let them 
unite themſelves to our efforts; let them aſſiſt us with 
their means. They partake of our riſks ; they ſhall par- 
take of our advantages. Let them ſhare in our ſacrifices ; 
let them at leaſt enter on ſome compenſation of the ruinous 
advantages we have made for the precious and — al in- 
tergſt of the liberty of mankind. | | 
Thus does the decree of the 15th of December Go 
bliſh the baſis of this commonalty of interęſis, of ſuccours, 
and indemnities, between the French er and the 
nations freed by her arms. 
Such is the ſpirit, ſuch are the Sainte indie of 
the law, and on theſe principles the National * 
Honers are to direct its execution. 


——  —  — —  — 


Extraits * he Rapport fait par Brifſot, dans la Scance da 
** 12 Januier, ſur les Diſpoſitions du 
Gouvernement Bri tannique. 


VOUS avez renvoys à vos Comites reunis, diploma- 
tique et de marine, et depuis à votre Comité de leſenie 
générale, les diverſes notifications qui vous ont été 
faites par le miniſtre des affaires etrangeres, relativement 
à la conduite du cabinet Britannique envers la Repub- 
lique Frangaiſe. Votre Comité les a examinees avec la 
plus grande attention, et, aprés une profonde diſcuſſion, 
il eſt con vaincu. 

1. Que les griefs du cabinet Britannique contre h 
France n'ont aucuns fondemens ; 


r 
* 


| * We refer the Reader to the original in the Moni- 
teur of the 15th of January, the whole of which, on 
account of its length, we have not inſerted, 
| | 2, Que 


* . * kl. ———_— 


A 
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2. Que la Republique Francaiſe, au contraire, à des 
plaintes tres-fondees à eleyer contre la Cour de Saint 
James. | 
3 Qu'après avoir epuiſe tous les moyens pour con- 
ſerver la paix avec la Nation Anglaiſe, Pinteret et la 
dignité de la Republique Francaiſe exigent que vous de- 
cretiez les meſures les plus rigoureuſes pour ths 
Paggreſſion du cabinet de St. James. 

Il importe que la Nation Anglaiſe, qui n'eſt qu'egaree 
par ſon gouvernement, ſvit promptement deſabuſee, C'eſt 
par reſpect pour /a fraternije qui nous unit, que nous de- 
yons lui peindre avec franchiſe les manceuvres de fon 
gouvernement; et {i nous ſommes forces de la traiter en 
ennemie, il importe que chaque Francais ait la pleine 
conviction qu'il obeit à la juſtice en la combattant. Les 
impreſſions excitees par notre revolution en Angleterre, 
mont pas été les mEmes pour la Nation, pour le Parle- 
ment, pour la Cour, La Nation a temoigne d'abord de 
la joie, le Parlement de Vinquietude, et la Cour de Feffroi. 
L opinion bien manifeſtee de la Nation Anglaiſe, a force 
Je miniſtere & garder le ſilence, et ſon interet Pa engage 
2 objerver une exadte neutral ite dans Ja guerre qui s'eſt ele- 
vee entre la France, I' Autriche, et la Pruſſe. Il y trou- 
vait une double avantage ; la Nation $'enrichiſſait au mi- 
lieu de ces combats, dont elle etait {imple ſpeRatrice z 
et le miniſtere actuelle ſe conſolidait par la proſperite du 
commerce et la ſtabilite de la paix: Ceſt pour obeir a ce 
double inté èt, que le cabinet de St. James a pluſieurs 
fois proteſte de ſon intention d'obſerver ſcrupuleuſement 


Ja neutralite envers la France; et en effet, elle Pa ets 


Juſqu'a limmartelle journẽe du 10 Aoũt. 

La ſuſpenſion du Roi des Francais a tout à coup es 
les diſpoſitions apparentes de la Cour d' Angleterre; elle a, 
le 17 Aoũt, rappele ſon ambaſſadeurs, fous le pretexte 
futile que les lettres de creance n'etaient que pour ſe ren- 
dre auprès du Roi des Francais, comme $'il neut pas ets 

L facile 
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parce qu'alors la Nation Anglaife, enthouſiaſ. ne des ſuc- 


"F026 3 
facile dexpedier de nouvelles lettres de crẽance. Le mi- 
niſtre Dundas ajoutait que ce rappel etait plus conforme 


aux principes de neutralite de la Cour d' Angleterre, 


comme sil y avait eu quelque rapports entre la neutralite ſur 
la guerre, Jevenement du 10 Acũt, et le rappel de Lord Gower. 
Henri Dundas proteſtait encore de la ferme reſolution du 
cabinet de St. James, de ne point $'immiſcer dans le gou- 
vernement de la France; et cependant il rappelle un am- 
baſſadeur ſous le pretexte de la revolution du 10 Aont ? 

etait ce pas Evidemment s'immiſcer dans le gouverne- 
ment interieur de Ja France, puiſque c'Etait enoncer la 
deſapprobation de ſes operations. Si le cabinet Anglais 
avait eu quelque reſpect pour Vindependance du peuple, 
il aurait au moins dg renvoyer un ambaſſadeur après Vou- 
verture de la Convention Nationale; car du moment que 
tous les departemens avaient nommè des deputés I cette 
Convention, il était evident que, par cette conduite, ils 
donnaient une approbation formelle aux operations de 
PAſemblee legiflative, et par conſequent A la ſuſpenſion 
du roi, Le cabinet de St. James avait-il fonde ſon refus 
fur Pabolition de la royaute, prononcee par cette Con- 
vention, à Fouverture mEme de ſes ſeinces; mais Ja 
Convention étant revEtue de pouvoirs illin:ites, a pu 
abolir la royaute, et lui ſubſtituer le gouvernement re- 
publicain, Le cabinet de St. James n'a pu refuſer de 
correſpondre avec le nouveau pouvoir executif de France, 
fans violer le principe qu'il avait proclame lui-m@me de 


Tindependance des Nations, ſans declarer qu'il entendait 


s'immiſcer dans le gouvernement intérieur de la France. 
Ces Miniſtres prevoyaient, dis-je, que cette Repub- 


lique pouvait ſe conſolider, et porter le flambeau des ré- 
volutio $ p. r toute l'Europe. | 


Une negociation amicale s' eſt ẽtablie dans le Cours du 


mois d' Octobre et Novembre, alors le miniſtere Anglais 


ne ſe plaignait pas meme de Vouverture de PEſcav', 


ces 
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cès des "PEER ne voyait dans cette ouverture de 
Eſcaut, qu'un hommage rendu aux principes. 
Le miniſtere Anglais ſe plaignait du decret du 19 No- 
vembre, qui lui paraiſſait exciter tous les peuples A la rẽ- 
volte, qui ſemblait promettie un ſecours effſicace au pre» 


mier mecontent qui ſe montrerait en Angleterre; et le 


conſeil executif lui donnait ſur ce dEeret une explication 
enticrement conforme à ce qu'il deſirait; et c'eſt une 
circonſtance qu'il importe de remarquer. Le miniſtere 
Anglais avait indique à un des agens de France a Londres, 
les termes dans leſquels interpretation de ce dEcret de- 
vait Etre connue, pour raſſurer pleinement le cabinet de 
St. James et le parlement ; et quoique cet agent n'eut 
pas encore pu tranſmettre cette explication au Conſeil 
Fexecutif, il avait EtE prevenu par la note du miniſtre 
des affaires etrangeres, qui sy rapportait dans tous les 
poins. | 

Le miniſtere Anglais ſe plaignait encore des emiſſaires 
de la propagande des apotres ſecrets que le conſeil execu- 
tif envoyait, diſait-il, en Angleterre, pour y precher la 
rivoite, et le miniftre des affaires Etrangeres repouſſait 
publiquement dans cette aſſemblee ces imputations ous 
trageantes pour le miniſtre d'un peuple libre, et il obſer- 
yait avec raiſon qu'il ſerait extravagant de prodiguer les 
treſors de PEtat pour creer des evenemens qui, Lils 
doivent arriver, ſeront Pouvrage de la raiſon; et le mi- 
niſtere Anglais convenait lui-meme que cette propagande, 
ces ſoulevemens n'etaient pas fort à craindre en Angle 
terre. 

Lord Grenville commeng it A reconnaltre le gouverne- 
ment de France qu'il avait d'abord intitule gouvernement 
de Paris, | 

Lord Grenville atteſtait à votre ambaſſadeur que les 
formes n'arreteraient jamais le roi d' Angleterre, lorſqu' il 
Sagirait d'obtenir des declarations raſſurantes et profita- 
bles pour les deux parties. X 

L 3 | Pitt, 
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Pitt, de ſon côté, ne temoignait, au commencement 
de Decembre, que le deſir deviter la guerre et d'en avoir 
le temoignage du miniſtere Francais; il regrettait que 
Pinterruption de correſpondunce entre les deux cabinets 
produisit des mal en tendus. 

II fe fit une coalition rapide et nombreuſe de toutes 
les creatures de la Cour, des hommes.en places, des 


- nobles, des pretres, des riches proprietaires, de tous les capi- 


taliftzs, des hommes qui vivent des abus. | 
La haine la plus violente ſucceda, dans le coeur de 


| preſque tous les Anglais, i Ia veneration que leur avait la 


ſpiree la derniere Revolution de la France. | 

A ce mot de conſtitution en danger, Phomme en place 
craignait pour ſes appointemens, le noble pour fes titres, 
le pretre pour fa ſuperſtition, le proprictaire pour ſa ere 
Pouvrier pour ſon pain. 

Les eſprits Etaient agites par ce vertige, lorſque geſt 
faite Pouverture du parlement : là, s'eſt manifeſtee Prdo- 
latrie la plus revoltante pour la royaute : là, Seſt montre*, 


ſous le voile du culte pour la conſtitution, Phyprocriſie 


ariſtrocratique; Ia, Pextravagance chevelareſque a joue 
la comedie le poignard a la main; Ja, partie de ces mem- 


bres de l'oppoſition, qui dans leur coalition avec Fox, 


avaient fait oublier leur dependance, n'eut pas rougi de 
ſe proſtituer a un miniſtere corrompu, et de chercher à 
deguiſer leur deſertion avec une futile diſtinction de mots; 

la, des hommes qui d'abord avaient oſé lever le voix en 


faveur de la Liberte et de la France, entraines par le 
torrent, ont epcenſe l'idole du jour; cette idole qu'en 


ſecret ils foulent aux pieds. Cependant au milieu de la 
terreur panique qui avait ſaiſi preſque tous les eſprits, il 
faut louer Fox, d'avoir ofe reclamer Venyoi d'un ambaſſa- 


deur en France; il faut lover Sheridan d'avoir diſculpe la 


Nation de ces maſſacres, qui ne font que Pouvrage de quel- 
ques ſcelerats: il faut louer Erſkine d'avoir oſè defendre 
Thomas Payne, dont on brulait Jeffigie, après avoir couvert 
d'encens ſes ourfages quelque tems au-parayant. Mais, mal- 
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gre le courage de ces defenſeurs de la Liberte, malgre 
le ridicule de cette grande conſpiration, que Von cherche 
encore partout, que Ton ne trouve en aucun endroity 
malgre la ſauſſetè de ce miniſtere, qui, pour calmer les 
eſprits, avait promis des re formes, et qui, voyant Pen- 


thouſiaſme, a cru pouvoir impunement violer ſa pro- 


meſle, le triomphe du miniſtere, je ne dis pas ſur les re- 
volutionnaires, mais ſur la Nation Anglaile, qu'il a tuee 
de ſes propres mains, ce triomphe a ete complet. 

C'eſt dans circonſtances que votre miniſtere des affaires 
etrangeres a cru devoir, le 20 Decembre, vous com- 
muniquer l'etat de ſes negociations avec le Cabinet Bri» 
tannique, et que, le 27 Decembre, le conſeil executif a 


fait notifier au governement Anglais, par Porgane de 


votre ambaſſadeur, un écrit par lequel il repouſſe vi- 
goureuſement toutes les inculpations elevees contre lui, 
par lequel il fe plaint des preparatifs hoſtiles de la cour 


d' Angleterre, et annonce fa ferme reſolution, et Gouvrir 


les yeux du peuple Anglais dans un appel qu'il lui fera, 
et de prendre toutes les meſures nëceſſaires pour repouſſer 
Faggreſſion. Nous devons le dire ici, parce que C'eſt 
rendre hommage au genie de la Liberte qui inſpire. les 
Frangais,en rapprochant la correſpondance du conſeil exe- 
cutif avec le cabinet de Saint- James, on y retrouve la ſupè- 
rioritè de I homme libre, c'eſt i-dire, de, homme loyal, 
franc et juſte, ſur Lagent du deſpotiſine, dont les eoncep- 
tions ſont toujours genees et Equivoques, parce que ſes 
intentions ne ſont jamais pures; auſſi la meilleure juſti- 
fication de la Republique ſerait-elle dans la publication 
de la correſpondance des deux cabinets. 
Vous avez entendu la reponſe de Lord Grenville I ta 
note de Chauvelin dont je viens de parler. Chicane ſur 
le titre, entortillage dans les explications, mauvaiſe foi 
dans I'Eternel ſouveair de griefs dix foix pulyeriſes, voila 
tout ce qu'on y trouve. Apres avoir parcouru la con- 
dus du cabins” de Saint-James, nous devons examiner 
| | les 
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fes motifs ſur leſquels il fonde ſes preparatifs hoſtiles, nous 
devons expoſer nos propres griefs, 

Louverture de PEſcaut eſt le premier grief du cabinet 
Anglais. La République Francaiſe, en rendant aux 
Provinces Unies ſa liberté, devait-elle laiſſer ſubſiſter 
Peſclavage pour un des plus beaux fleuves qui Varroſe ? Si la 
Republique Francaiſe, en rendant aux Anverſois la 
Liberté de Eſcaut, dechire des traites conclus entre des 


tyrans, elle venge le principe de la propriẽté; et ſa con- 


duite eſt tout à la fois juſte et magnanime, car ſon interet 
eſt nul ici. L'accuſer, comme le fait lord Grenville, 
@aſpirer à ſe rendre Parbitre de tous les peuples et la rE« 
formatrice de tous les traites, c'eſt generaliſer fauſſe- 
ment, c'eſt noircir baſſement une action honorable. | 

Loin de la Republique Francaiſe une pareille prẽten- 


tion. Elle rend la Liberte aux. ſujets de ſes ennemis, 


lorſque les rois, en pareil cas, les conquerent pour les 
aſſervir ou les vendre. Mais le Cabinet de St. James qui 
reproche à la France de ſe rendre Parbitre des deſtinees 
des peuples, ne pretend-il pas lui meme jouer ce role, 
lorſq'il veut forcer la Hollande à reſter dans les fers? 
lorſqu'il veut exiger de nous que nous les reſpections? 


Eh! quelle difference dans nos principes! car, ſi nous 


ſommes entres dans la Belgique, c'eſt au nom de la 
Liberté, et non pas pour y aſſeoir notre domination, non 
pour en aſſervir le commerce, non pas pour en diriger le 


gouvernement; tandis que les Anglais ne tiennent la 


Hollande ſous le joug du ſtathouder, que parce qu'ils 
tiennent le ſtathouder lui- meme en tutelle. 

Toute garantie de conſtitutions eſt un veritable attentat | 
au droit, a Findependance des Nations. Eh! que ne fait 
que cette garantie n'a ſervi qu'I couvrir le plus monſtreux 
deſpotiſme, celui qui eft exerce non pas ſeulement au 
profit de quelques habitans, mais au profit un deſpote 
etranger ? Qui ne fait que le ſtathouder a certainement 
ſacrifice ſon pays au cabinet de VAngleterre ; qu'il Va 

ſacrafie 
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geriße dans la guerre de I'indEpendance Amérieine, en 


laiſſant impunement prendre par les Anglais, au mẽpris 
des traités de 1664, des vaiſſeaux charges de munitions 
navales; qu'il Pa ſacrifiè en ſe refuſant à la neutralitẽ 
arme; en reduiſant la marine Hollandaiſe dans un dẽ la- 
brement affreux, en ne faiſant ſortir les vaiſſeaux que 
pour les faire prendre par les Anglais, en leur proſtituant 
en un mot, les flottes, Pargent, Phonneur des Provinces- 
Unies? Et voila le prix de l'amitié du cabinet Anglais 
pour la Hollande: nullité de la marine, nullite de com- 
merce, deſpotiſme complet. 

Il fied bien maintenant au cabinet Anglais de parler 
de juſtice et de reſpect pour les traites; il lui fied bien 
de reprocher I la Republique Francaiſe de s'eriger en 
arbitre des deſtinges des peuples, lui qui declara la guerre 
à la Hollande, parce que quelques marchands avaient 
voulu etablir des liaiſons de commerce avec les Ameri- 
cains. Il lui fied bien de vanter ſon attachement pour 
ſes allies, lorſque cet attachement ne couvre que des 
chalnes peſantes pour ſes allies, Non, la Republique ne. 
doit pas deguiſer ſon horreur pour cette violation de tous ſes 
princi pes. Le traité que met 1a Hollande ſous le joug du 
ſtathouder et des cabinets Anglais et Pruſſien, eſt un 
traits nul dans ſa nature; mais un trait# que le peuple de 
Hollande a ſeul le droit de caſſer; et woilg pourquoi la Re- 
publique Francaiſe ne doit pas y porter atteinte, Laggreſſion 
du ſtathouder envers la France, ou Pinſurrefion contre lui 
de la majorite des Hollandais, voila les ſeuls cas ou la 
France croirait de ſon devoir et de la juſtice de porter ſes 
armes dans les Provinces-Unies ; et ces cas n'exiflent 
point, et la France, en ce, veut reſter tranquille. Et 
fi jamais elle eſt forcee de rompre ſa neutralite, ce ne 
ſera pas comme le cabinet de Saint James, pour ſabſti: uer 
une Nation à un autre tyran, mais 5 pour rendre la Hol» 
lande à elle-meme. 

vi j Jamais la. — Francaiſe ẽ — cpa I rendre | 
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la Liberté à la Hollande, ce ne ſerait pas pour augmenter 
fon influence; elle n'en veut aucune fur les Etats 


3 a 
Comment a-t-il pu Wer dans la tete du cabinet de 


Saint James qu'une nation, qui annonce le plus grand 


reſpect pour Vindependance des peuples, veuille protéger 


partout les mecontens? Un peuple libre fait diſtinguer 
yinſurrection de la revolte; la volonte bien prononcëe 
d'une grande majorite, du vœu partiel de nen in- 
dividus. n "61 

Si tout A coup le voile qui couvre dun profond miſtere 
le machiaveliſme des Cours de Europe, ſi ce voile pouvait 
entièrement ſe lever, que d'horreurs ſe decouvriraient ! 
On y verrait peut- etre que le fil de tous nos dé ſordres 
tient à la main de ceux- la meme qui nous reprochent de 
troubler la tranquillite de nos votfins. Car, qui nous 
garantit que le cabinet de Saint James n'a pas employe, 
n'emploie pas encore, pour troubler la France, toutes les 
manceuvres dont i} s'eft ſervi pour ecraſer, en 1787, la 
Liberte naiſſante dans les Provinces-Unies ? Combien 
d'argent diſtribuè alors par ce meme Lord Aukland, 
aujourd'hui ambaſſadeur en Hollande? Combien argent 
diſtribuè pour augmenter les partiſans d' Orange, de- 
baucher les troupes patriotes, acheter cet infame Rhin- 


grave de Salm, ces grand penſionnaire Flaegel, pour 


mettre en ſcene le roi de Pruſſe, qui n'a preſque toujours 
eté que Pinſtrument du cabinet de Saint-James, pour 
acheter une partie du miniſtere Francais, qui abandonna 
ſi lachement la cauſe du patriotiſme Hollandais? Voila 
les jeux ordinaires du cabinet Anglais, de ce cabinet qui 
fait economiſer, fur les depenſes de la marine et de la 
guerre, des ſommes enormes pour fournir a Pincalculable 
corruption de ces creatures, Non, de pareils jeux ne 


peuvent jamais ſouiller Phiſtoire de notre Republique. 


Rappellerai-je les reproches qui nous ont été faits, 
ſoit par le GRE d' Angleterre, ſoit par ſes. creatures 
dans 


| r 


dans les deux chambres du parlement ? Rappelleraige 
cette fauſſe interprẽtation de cet appel à la Nation 
Anglaiſe, dont le miniſtre des affaires etrangeres a, 
menace. le cabinet de Saint James, $'il perſiſtait dans - 
ſes projets hoſtiles ; appel dans lequel ce cabinet I feint 
de voir un ſigne d'inſurrection, tandis que ces mots 
ſignifierent un appel à la raiſon et à la juſtice q un grande 
Nation, dupe du charlataniſme de ces miniſtres, qui 
veulent la brouiller avec un peuple dont /a cauſe e ia 
| fienne, et qui n'a jure de haine qu aux tyrans? Rap: 
pellerai- je ces plaintes ſur Vindecence avec laquelle on 
traite les rois ; lorſqu'on. parle dans les deux chambres 
9 Angleterre avec tant d'inſolence des miniſtres et des 
repreſentans du peuple Frangais? Ces plaintes contre 
nos clubs qui gouvernent, lorſque le miniſtere Anglais on 
eleve de monarchiques pour ty ranniſer, lorſqu'on ẽtablit 
ſoi-meme Vinquiſition contre les Anglais et contre nos 
freres? Rappellerai-je Vaccuſation d avoir envahi la 
Savoie, et de l'avoir jointe à notre territoire ? Les prẽ · 
paratifs hoſtiles du roi de Sardaigne, ouvertement diriges 
contre nous, juſtifient Vinvaſion, et le vœu unanime 
de toutes les Communes de ſavoir, legitime une jonction 
plus utile à ces braves Allobroges qu'aux Frangais. 
Rappellerai- je Paccuſation d'avoir envahi les Pays-Bas, 
d'y donner des lois, dy faire une conſtitution ?— Mais, 
qui a le premier ravage nos campagnes? N'eſt-ce pas 
le tyran de ces Pays-Bas? Nous, y faire une con- 
ſtitution! Qu'on y liſe ces inſtructions donnees aux 
generaux: Raſſembler le peuple— conſulter ſon vu pro- 
teger ſa ſuretè pendant qu'il met ce vu le reſpecter quand 
el et emis,—Voila le mode de notre tyrannie. 

Le peuple Belge fait et fera ſeul fa conſtitution ; ; 
mais pour Vamener à ce point, il faut bien lier les mains 
des malveillans, des emiſſaires autrichiens, qui voudraient 
exciter des ſeditions; et voila la cauſe de quelques attes 
#autorite neceſſaires ; voila le fondement de ce pourvoir 

* 1 


11 
rfvolutionnaire qui n'eſt qu'un pouvoir protecteur de 
ta Liberte politique a ſon berctau, qui” ceſſe des quelle 
Ctablie,—Nous, piller la Belgique ! lorſque nous ne wvoulons 
gu etre rembourſes volontairement des frais dune guerre on 


te ſang de 105 freres eft compte pour rien! Il fied à une 
Cour qui a depouille et qui depouille les Indes Orientales 


de richeſſes enormes pour en tenir ſes habitans dans les 


. fers; il lui fed bien de nous reprocher la demande 


d'une jaſte indemnit# pour les frais que nous coiitent la 
ien de la Libert d nos voiſins ! | 
Rappellerai- je ce grand crime commis par PAfemblee 
legiſlative et la Convention, en recevant des Addreſſes 
et des deputations des-diverſes ſocietes Anglaiſes ; crime 
qui a profondẽment ſcandaliſe les miniſtres, les lords, 
les gens de robe: comme fi, d' après la conſtitution An- 
glaiſe meme, les habitans de cette lle n'avaient pas le 
droit de ſe rejouir de la revolution d'un peuple voiſin 
qui recouvre ſa liberte, de Fen feliciter; comme fi ces 
felicitations ne tendaient pas à rendre les liens des na- 


tions, I bannir ces antipathies pretendues nationales, 


et alimentẽes pour la ſurete du deſpotiſme; comme fi 


les repreſentans des Francais, qui ſe ſont declares les 


freres de tous les hommes, pouvaient refuſer Ventree 
de leur ſanctuaire à des ẽtrangers qui viennent rendre 
dans ſon temple hommage à la Liberté univerſelle. 
Ah! les entraves miſes à ces, communications frater- 
nelles, accuſent un Gouvernement; ce n'eſt pas le 
nötre, mais bien celui qui craint comme une conta- 


gion funeſte une communication avec des homme libres! 


Eh! combien de moyens pervers na- t-il pas em- 
ployes pour la rompre enticrement, pour nous noircir 


aux yeux de nos freres d Angleterre. 


On nous a transformis tous en Athies, parce qu'un deputs 
avait fait dans cette tribuns la . Non any de ſon 


atheiſme, | Hee L * } 4 . 
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Aunſ, non-ſeulement le miniſtre Anglais dedaignait 
de nous envoyer un ambaſſadeur, mais il refufait de 
reconnaitre le notre, Peut · tre devra- t elle, la Republique 
Frangaiſe, examiner à ſon tour &il lui convient de recon- 
naitre ces rois qui traitent avec autant di aue ne 
Republique puiſſante. | 

Cette inſulte envers la- Notion « ne. n pas 
une réparation? — Elle a droit encore den exiger une 
pour Poutrageante nee du Wil. ſur Vexportation 
des grains, 

Ne trouve-t-on. pas le ** eſprit hoſtile, et dang le 
bill qui prohibe la circulation de nos aſſignats, et dans 
celui qui concerne les Etrangers arrivant et rẽſidant en 
Angleterre ? Le premier bill weſt-il pas une verital le 
declaration de guerre à nos moyens de finance? Le ſecond 
n'en eſt· il pas un contre les patriotes qui triomphent main- 
tenant en France? car le bill manifeſte une partialitg 
marquee pour les ẽmigrans, pretres,, nobles, ariſtocrates, 
ou ſoi- diſant moderes qui ſont en Angleterre, et que le 
gouvernement ſemble mettre ſous ſa protection ſpeciale ;_ 
tandis qu'il reſerve toutes les horreurs de Vipquiſition pour 
les patriotes que leurs affaires ou leur gout amenent en 
Angleterre, 

Les intentions hoſtiles iet autant * claire 
ment dans ce bill, qu'il offre une infraction manifeſte de 
Particle IV. du traits de commerce paſſe en 1786 ayec 
r. 5 f 

Enfin, à quoi peut-on attribuer ces armemens ex- 
traordinaires, cette augmentation de troupes de terre et de 
marine, cet empreſſement, ce feu avec lequel on travaille 
dans tous les ports de PAngleterre, fi ce n'eſt à intention 
de menacer, d'effrayer et Caccabler, il eſt poſſible, la 
France? car Vimpuifſance de FEſpagne, le traite ſecret 
qui parait lier les deux Cours, harmonie qui regne entre 
PAngleterre et la Ruſſie, la ſoumiſſion de la Hollande a 


les ordres ſupremes, tout prouve que la France ſeule eſt 
M 2 objet 
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Pobjet de ſes armemens. Certes il convenait, il convient 
3 la France, ſous tous les rapports, de ſuſpendre ce traits 
quelle obſerve religieuſement. Et cependant, c'eſt ce 
cabinet Anglais par lequel il eſt violé, qui oſe accuſer la 
Republique de violer tous les traitès. 
Tout ſe reunit à porter cette conviction. dans 0 


et Torgueil de ce roi qui gemit depuis fi long- tems de 


Pignominie dont on couvre la royaute, et que la guerre 


@TAmerique n'a pas gueri de la funeſte envie de combattre 


encore une fois le genie de la Liberté; et la haine pour 
la Liberté de ce Lord Hawkeſbury qui, derriere la toile, 
dirige et ſon maitre, et le conſeil, et Ia majorite corrompue 
du Parlement. : b | 

Mais, d'un autre c6te, peut-on croire que ces ae 


- firations de guerre ſoient bien ſerieuſes dans le miniſtere 


Anglais, quand on raſſemble tant de motifs qui devraient 
ven dẽtourner; quand on voit qu'il n'a aucun motif reel 
pour la declarer à la France. Cette guerre eſt inutile, 
mèéme pour le but principal que le miniſtere Anglais 
s'eſt propoſe, puiſque ce but eſt templi, puiſque cette re- 


volution dont il etait menace, «ff complettement aneantie. 


Oui, en rapprochant toutes ces circonſtances, nous 


ſerions tentes de regarder cette guerre comme une guerre 
de pre paratifs. Mais, ſous cet aſpect meEme, elle eſt 


plus funeſte pour nous qu'une guerre declaree; car, 
quel ſerait ſon objet? De nous amuſer par de feintes 


nẽgociations, d'uſer nos moyens, tandis qu'en gagnant 


du tems on augmenterait ſes préparatifs, pour tomber 
enſuite ſur la ae au moment qui paraitrait le 
yo favorable, 

Ceſt le ſyſtème qu'ont Caivi Leopold et F rederic- 


Guillaume; eſt le ſyſteme que ſuit le cabinet de Saint» | 


James, Il attend que les flottes ſoient entierement ar- 


 mees et équipèes, et il preſſe en ſecret ces armemens, 


et ils ne peuvent ètre termines avant deux ou trois mois. 


Il attend que nos affignats ſe decreditent encore plus, que 
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notre hypotheque ſoit epuiſce, que Panarchie nous diviſe, 
que le peuple Frangais, las de la guerre et craignant les 
_ impots, lui offre une proie facile à engloutir. Eh bien, 
il faut dẽ jouer le cabinet Anglais comme nous avons de- 
jouẽ Leopold et Frẽderic-Guillaume; il faut les forcer 
de nous donner une explication preciſe qui nous tran- 
quilliſe a jamais, ou tirer Fepee contre les Anglais; et, 
croyez- en le genie de la Liberte, les matelots Frangais 
ne le cederont point aux vainqueurs du Brabant, et la 
mer aura auſſi ſon Jenape, | | 

Ceſt ici qu'il faut dechirer le voile qui enveloppe ce 
coloſſe impoſant de VAngleterre; Ceſt ici qu'il faut 
prouver que vous commencerez cette guerre maritime 
avec autant et plus d'avantages que le cabinet de Saint- 
James. Argent, hommes, et vaiſſeaux; voila le triple 
nerf de la guerre. Eh! bien, conſiderez état de 
TAngleterre, comparez- lui le votre. 

I' Angleterre n'a pas une ſeule hypothique à offrir aux 
emprunts qu'elle ſera obligee de faire pour ſoutenir la 
guerre, puiſque la depenſe ordinaire, en tems de paix, 
ſurpaſſe deprès d'un million ſa recette ordinaire; tandis que 
la France a d abord plus de trois milliards d'hypotheques 
à offrir en fonds de terres; tandis que, lorſque cette 
hy potheque ſera ẽpuiſée, la richeſſe du ſol et de Vinduſ- 
trie Francaiſe offrira ces reſſources immenſes depuis long- 
tems conſommees par les beſoins du miniſtere Anglais. 

Parlerai- je de la reſſource des hommes, comparerai-je 
cette population de 25 millions de Frangais qui n'ont 
qu'une ame, qu'une volonte, avec ces 7 millions 
d' Anglais qui fourniſſent à peine les 30 milliers d hom- 
mes que demandent et que dẽvorent chaque anne les 
climats brulans des les a ſucre et des Indes Orientales; 
avec ces 1200 mille Eceſſais, las du joug de Þ Angleterre, 
et qui la deſertent chaque jour pour enrichir les Etats- 
Unis; avec ces 3 millions d'Irlandais qui ſont loin de 
ſeconder les folies du cabinet de Saint- James, qui, loin de 
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vouloir combattre un peuple libre, cherchent au contraire 
à Pimiter, qui pre ſentent deja au deſpotiſme effraye une 
armee de plus de 60 mille volontaires bien organiſes? 

Votre immenſe population eſt, et ſera une pepiniere 
intarriſſable et de ſoldats, et de matelots, lorſque la voix 
de la Liberte les appellera au combat, ſoit ſur terre ou 
ſur mer; tandis que, pour armer une flotte conſider- 
able, le cabinet Anglais, ſera force de recourir d Pinfame 
preſſe, et par la de precipiter ſa ruine en appellant * 
tion. 

Eſt- ce la Pruſſe qui doit VAngleterre cherir, la Pruſſe 
welle a fi cruellemeut joute dans la guerre atiuelle? La 
Ruſſie, qui ne lui pardonnera jamais 4%aveir voulu humi- 
lier ſon orguewl ? Lempereur, dont Vindigence épuiſera 
bientot le treſor de PAngleterre, comme ſes predeceſſeurs 
Pont epuiſe dans la guerre des allies ? Le Portugal, reduit 
au maraſme ; le Portugal, qui s'occupe de recuellir de 
For, non pour le Tage, mais pour en enrichir la Tamiſe? 
La Hollande, laſſe de ſon joug, et dont Pimpuiſſance tourne 
aujourd'hui contre V Angleterre meme, | 

Sont - ce ces iles à ſucre qui peuvent fournir des Hoi 
mens folides i fa grandeur, ces iles deja ebranlẽes par Lau- 
emple des colonies Francaiſes 5 on les hommes de couleur 
ſont reduits preſqu'au ſort des eſclaves, ou les eſclaves ne 
ſont pas meme au niveau des betes de ſomme ? Complettex 
votre dicret ſur les hommes de couleur, adouciſſex le ſort de Pef- 
clave, et vous protigerez vos les, en enlevant bientst a An- 
gleterre les ſiennes. 

Eft-ce dans ſes immenſes ens des Indes que PAn- 
gletefre doit efperer de trouver des moyens et des amis? 
Trente millions d'hommes ſont maintenant dans Plnde 


ſous la domination de YAngleterre ; preſque tout I'In- 


doſtan la deteſte, et ſoupire apres la ruine de la puiſſance 
Anglaiſe; et avec quelle force contient on cette enorme. 


quantitẽ d'hommes, cette immenſe etendue de pays? avec 


dix mille Anglais au plus, diflemines ſur toute la ſurface 
| | de 


( 9 } 


Je 1Inde, qui ont à leurs ordres cent mille indigens de ce 
pays bien diſciplines, mais dont la diſcipline pourra” tourner 
un jour contre leurs mai tres. Joignez a ce tableau celui de 
Pepuiſement des finances de tous ces princes, et ſurtout 
de celui du Bengale, Iepuiſement de cette compagnie des 
Indes, qui va bientot rentrer dans le neant, accablee de 
dettes et couverte de malẽdictions, comme toutes les 
autres compagnies, 

Dites-nous fi, lorſque les Republicains Frangais ſe 
preſenteront dans ces parages, non pour remplacer les 
Anglais en les chaſſant, mais pour rendre FiInde à ſon 
independance, pour y rappeler le commerce a fa vraie 
baſe, la baſe de la fraternite ; dites-nous fi des-lors ils ne 

| trouveront pas et dans les princes et dans les peuples 
Autant d'alliés, et s'il ne leur ſera pas facile de renverſer 
une puiſſance dont la ſtatue coloſſale accuſe la faibleſſe 
et appelle la ruine ? 
| Loin de nous, en tragant ce tableau, Videe de vou- 
loir affliger la Nation Anglaiſe; nous ne voulons que 
demaſquer le fantome de puiſſance ſur lequel fon mi- 
niſtere ꝰappuie. Quant à la Nation, elle ne nous offre 
que des freres, et Pon ne veut pas la deſtruction de ſes 
freres; mais la Nation Anglaiſe doit enfin, comme nous, 
chercher ſa proſperite non dans un commerce excluſif, non 
dans des poſſeſſions voltes d leurs proprietaires, non dans 
Part d'exprimer les ſueurs et le ſang des lahoureurs et 
des artiſans de Inde; mais dans un commerce fond fur 
la moralite, ſur la juſtice univerſelle, ſar le developpement 
libre de Vinduſtrie, Eh! quelle Nation qui s'eſt reduite 
ainſi elle-mEme, peut pretendre à de plus hautes deſti - 
nees que l' Angleterre? Qui Vemporte ſur elle en in- 
duſtrie, en capitaux, en eſprit d' ordre, en moralite ſur- 
tout, cette moralite qui inſpire la confiance, eteſt Tame 
du vrai commerce ? 

Je metendrai pas plus loin ces reflexions, qui doivent 
vous 
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vous prouver que vous ne devez pas craindre de voir 
le cabinet d' Angleterre ſe joindre à vos ennemis. 

Kerſaint vous a demontre d'ailleurs, dans le tableau 
Energique qu'il vous a preſente ſur la Nation Anglaiſe, 
combien il vous eſt facile de Vattaquer avec avantage, 
8 dans preſque toutes ſes poſſeſſions. Ce que vous aue 

& craindre, ce weſt pas la guerre, Ceft Vincertitude ſur la 
guerre, Elle uſe tous vas moyens ſans aucun profit. 

La Convention Nationale, apres avoir entendu le rap- 
port de fon Comite de defenſe generale, decrete : 

1. Que ie Conſeil executif eſt charge de' declarer au 
gouvernment d'Angleterre, que Vintention de la Rõpub- 
lique Francaife eſt d' entretenir Pharmonie et la fraternite 
avec la Nation Anglaiſe, de reſpecter ſon independance 
et cette de ſes allies, tant que Angleterre ou ſes allies 


ne Fattaqueront pas. 


2. Le Conſeil executif eſt charge de demander au 
gouvernement d'Angleterre execution de Particle IV. du 
traite de commerce de 1786 ; et en conſequence que les 
Citoyens Francais, voyageant ou reſidant en Angleterre, 


ceſſent d'etre aſſujettis aux formes humiliantes preſcrites 


par Pacte du parlement du mois de Decembre dernier, et 
puiſſent voyager et reſider tranqu illement en Angleterre, 
ainſi que les Anglais le ſont en France. 


3. Le Conſeil executif eſt charge de demander au | gou- 8 


vernement d' Angleterre que les Francais puiſſent libre- 
ment, comme les autres Etrangers, exporter de la Grande- 
Bretagne et de I irlande les grains et autres denrees et 
proviſions, et qu'ils ne puiſſent Etre aſſujettis a aucune 
autre prohibition que les etrangers, conformement au 
traité de 1786. 

4. Enfin, le Conſeil ex6cutif eſt charge de demander 
au gouvernement Anglais quel eſt Vobjet des armemens 
ordonnes recemment par lui, et ils ſont diriges contre la 
France, ſe reſervant, dans le cas dun refus de ſatisfaction 

: | ſur 


* 


7% 0 
ſur tous ces points, de prendre immediatement les 
meſures que Pinteret et la ſurete de la Republique 
exigent. | 


Extracts from the Report made by M. Briſſet, in the Sitting 
of Fanuary 12th, on the diſpoſitions f the * 


Governments. 


YOU have referred to your united committees of 
diplomacy and marine, and, poſteriorly, to your com- 
mittee of general defence, the different notifications 
which have been made to you by the miniſter of 
Foreign Affairs, relative to the conduct of the Britiſh 
Cabinet towards the French Republic, Your committee 
has examined them with the utmoſt attention, and, after 
a profound diſcuſſion, is convinced, 

1ſt, That the grievances of the Britiſh og againſt 
France are entirely unfounded, 

2dly, That the French Republic has, on the con- 
trary, wel! founded complaints to make agaireſt 4 the ier 
of St. James's. 

3dly, That after having exhauſted all the means tend- 
ing to preſerve peace with the Engliſh nation, the intereſt 
and dignity of the French Republic require you to de- 
cree the moſt rigorous meaſures, to repel the aggreſſion 
of the Cabinet of St, James's. | | 

It is expedient that the Engliſh nation, which is 
merely led aſtray by her government, ſhould be ſpeedily 
4 diſabuſed, From a reſpect for the fraternity which unites 
un, it becomes us to paint frankly to that nation the 
mancuvres of her government; ; and if we ſhould be 
driven to treat her as an enemy, it is neceſfary that each 
Frenchman ſhall be fully convinced, that in combating 
this nation he acts in conformity te juſtice, The im- 
mann excited in England by our revolution, were not 

N the 


La J 

the ſame to the nation, the Parliament, and the Court. 
The nation at the time teſtified joy, the Parliament 
uneaſineſs, and the Court terror. The well-manifeſted 
opinion of the Engliſh nation obliged the miniſtry to 
maintain ſilence, and their intereſt engaged them 1 ob- 
ſerve an exact neutrality, in the war which has ariſen be- 
tween France, Auſtria, and Pruſſia. In doing this they 
found a double advantage; the nation was enriched by 
theſe conflicts, of which ſhe was merely a ſpectator, and 
the preſent miniſtry were more firmly eſtabliſhed by 
the proſperity of commerce, and the ſtability of the 
peace. It was in obedience to this double intereſt that 
the Cabinet of St. James's repeatedly expreſſed its in- 
tention to obſerve ſcrupulouſly a neutrality towards 

France ; and this neutrality was in reality obſerved 
until the immortal day of the 10th of Arg uſt. | | 
The ſuſpenſion of the king of the French ſuddenly 
changed, the apparent diſpoſitions of the Court of 
England, whoſe ambaſſador was recalled on the 17th of | 
Auguſt, under the futile pretext that his credentials were 
{imply to repair to the king of the French; as if it would 
not have been eaſy to tranſmit new letters of credit, 
The Miniſter Dundas added, that this recal was con- 
formable to the principles of the neutrality of the Court 
of England, as if there had been any relation between neu- 
trality in the War, the event of the 10th of Auguſt, and the 
recal of Lord Gower ! Henry Dundas alſo proteſted that 
it was the firm reſolution of the Cabinet of St. James's, 
not to interfere with the government of France, and 
notwithſtanding, recals an ambaſſador under pretext of 
the revolution of the 10th of Auguſt. Was not this an 
evident interference in the internal government of 
France, ſince it announced a diſapprobat ion of the ope- 
rations of that govern ment ? Had the Engliſh Cabinet 
maintained any reſpect for the independence of the 
roſs an ambaſſador ought at leaſt to haye been ſent 
back 
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back after the opening of the National Convention; 
ſince from the moment al} the departments had named 
deputies to this Convention, it was evident that by this 
conduct they gave a formal approbation to the operations 
of the Legiſlative Aſſembly, and conſequently to the 
king's ſuſpenſion, Was the refuſal of the Cabinet of St, 
James's founded on the abolition of Royalty, pro- 
nounced by this Convention at the very opening of its 
ſittings ? The National Convention, being inveſted with 
unlimited powers, was able to aboliſh Royalty, and to 
ſubſtitute in its ſtead the Republican Government. The 
Cabinet of St. James's could not refuſe to correſpond 
with the new Executive Power of France, without 
violating the principle of the independence of nations it 
had itſelf proclaimed, without declaring that it intended 
to interfere with the internal government of France. 

1. They, the Engliſh miniſters, foreſaw, I ſay, that 
this Republic would be conſolidated, and carry the torch 
of revolutions throughout all Europe. 

2. In the courſe of the months of October and No- 
vember an amicable negociation was eſtabliſhed ; and 
the Engliſh miniſtry did not at that time even complain 
of the opening of the Scheldt, becauſe the Engith Nation, 
then enraptured at the ſucceſſes of the French, ſaw in 
this opening nothing more than an homage rendered to 
principles, 

3. The Engliſh miniſtry complained of the Decree of 
the 19th of November, which appeared to them calculated 
to excite all nations to revolt, and which ſeemed to 
promiſe an efficacious ſuccour to the firſt diſcontent 
which ſhould diſplay itſelf in England. The Executive 
Council, in reply, gave to this decree an explanation 
exactly conformable to what was wiſhed ; and this is a 
circumſtance well worthy of remark. The Engliſh 
miniſtry had pointed out to one of the agents of France 
in London, the terms in which the interpretation of this 
N 2 | decree. 


( 


„ 


„ 
decree ought to be known, to ſatisfy fully the Cabi- 
net of St James's and the Parliament; and notwith- 
ſtanding this agent had not yet been able to tranſmit 
this explanation to the Executive Council, he had 
been anticipated by the note of the miniſter of 
Foreign Affairs, which applied to the whole of its 


contents. 


The Britiſh miniſtry alſo complained of the emiſſaries 
of the propagande, of the ſecret apoſtles ſent into Fngland, 


as they ſaid, by the Executive Council, there to pred. h up 


revolt. The minifter of Foreign Affairs publicly re- 


futed in this Aſſembly theſe imputations, injurious to 


the miniſter of a free people, and obſerved with reaſon 
that it would be unthrifty to laviſh the treaſures of the 


_ Rate, for the purpoſe of bringing about events which, 


ſhould they happen, would be the work of reaſon, The 
Engliſh miniſtry themſelves had beſides agreed that this 
propagande, and theſe inſurrections, were not much to 
be dreaded in England, 

4. Lord Grenville began to 4022559 the govern- 
ment of France, which he had at firſt entitled the 
government of Paris, ; 

g. Lord Grenville atteſted to your ambaſſador that 
the king of England would never be deterred by forms, 
when declarations ſatisfactory and profitable to both- 
parties were to be obtained, | 

6. Pitt, on his fide, at the commencement of Decem- 
ber, ſimply teſtified a deſire to ſhun war, and to ob- 
tain teſtimonies to that effect from the French miniſtry : 
he regretted that the interruption of the correſpondence. 
between the two * was Sa of miſunder- 
ſtandings. | 

7. A rapid and numerous continion was ans of all the 


creatures of the Court, placemen, nobility, priefls, rich 


Proprietorg, and poſſefſers of large n men who live by 
8. In 


„ 
8. In the breaſts of almoſt all the Engliſh the moſt 


violent hatred ſucceeded to the veneration with which they 
had heen inſpired by the laſt revolution of France. 

9. At this word, the conſtitution is in danger, the 
placeman trembled for his ſalary, the nobleman for his tilles, 
the prieſt for his ſuperſtition, the proprietor for his land, 
and the workman for his bread, 

10. The public mind was agitated at the time of the 
opening of the Parliament, where the mo/t ſcandalous ido- 
latry for royalty was diſplayed, There, under the veil of a 
regard for the conſtitution, an ariſtocratic hypocriſy was 
manifeſted. There, the extravagance of knight-errantry 
performed the comedy, a poignard in the hand. There a 
part of the members of oppoſition, of thoſe members who, 
in their coalition with Fox, had obliterated the recollec- 
tion of their dependance, did not bluſh to proſtitute them. 
ſelves to a corrupted miniſter, and to ſeek a diſguiſe of 
their deſertion in a futile diſtinction of words. There, 
the men, who at the commencement had dared to elevate 
their voices in favour of liberty and France, now hut- 
ried away by the torrent, offered up incenſe to the idol 
of the day, to that idol which they ſecretly trod beneath 
their feet. In the midſt, however, of the terror, of the 
panic by which tie public mind had almoſt univerſally 
been ſeized, Fox muſt be praiſed for having dared tv urge 
the ſending of an ambaſſador to France; Sheridan mutt 
be praiſed for having exculpated the nation from thoſe 
maſſacres which are merely the work of a few unprin- 
cipled men; and Erſkine muſt be praiſed for having 
dared to defend Thomas Payne, whoſe ethgy was burned 
a little time after his works had been covered with in- 
cenſe. Notwithſtanding the courage of theſe defenders: 
of liberty; notwithſtanding the ridicule excited by that 
great conſpiracy, which is every where ſtill ſought after, 
but is no where to be found; notwithſtanding the falſes 


hood of the Miniſtry, who, to * the public mind, had 
promiſed 


1 


promiſed a reform, and who, obſerving the enthuſiaſm, 
thought they could break their promiſe with impunity, 


the triumph of the Miniſtry, I do not ſay. over the revo- 


lutioniſts, but over the Engliſh nation which they have 
killed with their own n hands, this triumph has been ren- 


dered complete. 


10. Matters being thus circumſtanced, your Miniſter 
of Foreign Affairs felt it his duty to communicate to you, 
on the 20th of December, the ſtate If his negociations 


with the Britiſh Cabinet ; and on the 27th of the ſame 


month, the Executive Council tranſmitted to the Eng- 


liſh government, through your ambaſſador, a note, in 
which all the accuſations made againſt it (the Council) 


are vigorouſly repelled; and in which it complains of 


the hoſtile preparations of the Court of England, and an- 


nounces its firm refolution, both to open the eyes of the 
people of England by an appeal it was about to make to 
them, and to take all the neceſſary ſteps to repel the ag- 


greſſion. It becomes us to ſtate it here, becauſe it is 


doing homage to the Genius of Liberty which inſpires 


the French, that in comparing the conduct of the Execu- 


tive Council with that of the Cabinet of St. James's, we. 


_ diſcover the ſuperiority of the free man, that is to ſay, of 
the man who is at once loyal, frank, and juſt, over the 
Agent of deſpotiſm, whoſe conceptions are invariably con- 


ſtrained and equivocal, becauſe his intentions are never 
pure. Thus will the beft juſtification of the Republic 


conſiſt in the publication of the correſpondence of the 


two cabinets. 

Vou have heard the reply of Lord Grenville to the 
note of Chauvelin I have juſt mentioned to you. Chi- 
canery in the title, perplexities in the explanations, inſin- 
cerity in the eternal raking up of grievances ten times 


pulverized, this is all that can be found in it. After 


having gone through the conduct of the Court of St. 


James's, it becomes us to examine the motives on which 
the 


[> | 


the hoſtile preparations of that Court are Conde it be- 
comes us to expoſe our own grievances. 7 

The opening of the Scheldt is the firſt grievance of the 
Engliſh Cabinet. In reſtoring liberty to the United 
Provinces, did it become the French nation to allow the 
exiſtence of the /lavery of one of the fineſt rivers by which 
they are watered ? If the French Republic, in reſtoring the 
liberty of the Scheldt to the Antwerpers, breaks treaties. 
concluded on between tyrants, ſhe revenges the principle 
of property, and her conduct is at once juit and magna» 
nimous, {ſince her intereit has here no concern, Jo ac- 
cuſe her, as Lord Grenville has done, of aſpiring to ren- 
der herſelf th? arbitreſs of all nations, and the reformer 
of all treaties, is to generalize falſely : tis e a baſe, 
aſperſion on an honourable action. | 

Far from the French Republic is ſuch an ination? 
She reſtores liberty to the ſubjects of her enemies, when 
kings in a ſimilar caſe conquer them either to enſlave or 
ſell them, Does not the Cabinet of St. James's, which re- 
proaches France with rendering herſelf the arbiter of the 
deſtinies of nations, does not this Cabinet itſælf undertake. 
ſuch a part, when it aims at forcing Holland to remain 
in ſlavery? when it endeavours to oblige us to reſpect 
theſe chains? Oh! what a difference in our principles! 
if we have entered Belgia, it has been in the name of 1;- 
berty, and not to eſtabliſh our dominion there; not to 
ſubjugate the commerce, not to direct the government; 
---whilſt the Engliſh merely preſerve Holland under the 
| Stadtholderian yoke, becauſe they keep the Stadtholder 
himſelf in a ſtate of vaſſalage. 

II, Every guarantee of eonſtitutions is a real at- 
tempt on the right and independence of Nations, Who 
does not know that this guarantee has merely tended to 
cover the moſt monſtrous of deſpotiſms, that which is 
exerciſed not ſimply to the advantage of ſome of the 
inhabitants, but to the profit of a foreign deſpot? Who 

a does 
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ddes not know that the Stadtholder has certainly ſacri- 
» ficed his country to the Engliſh cabinet? That he ſa- 
crificed it in the war of American independence, by 
ſuffering the Engliſh, in defiance of the treaties of 1664, 
to ſeize with impunity veſſels laden with naval ſtores ? 
That he ſacrificed it by denying himſelf to the armed 
neutrality; by ſuffering the marine of Holland to fall into 
an alarming ſtate of decay; by permitting the veſſels of 
Holland to quit their ports, merely to fall a prey to the 
j Engliſh; and, in a word, by proſtituting to the latter the 
N fleets, the money, and the honour of the United Pro- 
= vinces? Such is the price of the friendſhip of the Eng- 
g liſh Cabinet to Holland, a non- entity in her marine, a 
; non-entity in her commerce, and Ws deſpotiſm is 
1 complete! | 
| In the mean time it iſ becomes the Engliſh Cabinet 
| to ſpeak of juſtice and reſpect for treaties! It well be · 
| comes this Cabinet, which declared war againſt Holland 
. becauſe a few merchants had been defirous of eſtabliſh- 
ing a commercial intercourſe with the Americans, to 
reproach the French Republic with ſetting itſelf up as an 
arbiter of the deſtin ies of Nations! It well becomes this 
Cabinet to expreſs its attachment to its allies, when this 
attachment is merely a cover for galling chains prepared 
for theſe allies. No, the Republic ought not to conceal 
her horror for this violation of every principle, The treaty, 
which places Holland under the yoke of the Stadtholder, 
and'of the Engliſh and Pruſſian Cabinets, is @ treaty void 
in its nature, which the people of Holland alone have, hows 
ever, the right to break and on this account the French 
Republic has na title to infringe on it. The aggreſſion of the 
Stadtholder towards France, or the inſurrection againſt 
him of the majority of the Dutch, theſe are the only caſes 
in which France would feel it her duty, would conceive 
it juſt to carry her arins into the United Provinces. | 
Theſe caſes do not exiſt, and France is deſirous ſo far | 
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to remain tranquil. Should ſhe ever be forced to break 
her neutrality, ſhe will not, like the Cabinet of St. 
James's, do this for the purpoſe of ſubſtituting a nation to 
another tyrant, but to reſtore Holland to herſelf, 

12. Should the French Republic ever be called to 
reſtore liberty to Holland, ſhe will not undertake this to 
| increaſe her influence: ſhe wiſhes to have none over 
Foreign Stats. : * 

13. How can the Cabinet of It, Ines have been led 
to think, that a nation which announces the higheſt re- 
ſpe& for the independence of nations, ſhould wiſh to 
protect the factions wherever they may be found? 

A free nation knows how to diſtinguiſh inſurrection 
from revolt; the ftrongly expreſſed will of a great najo- N 
rity from the partial wiſh of a few individuals. 

14. If the veil which throws a deep myſtery over the 
Machiaveliſm of the Courts of Europe, if this veil could 
be ſuddenly and entirely removed, what horrors would be 
diſcloſed ! We ſhould perhaps then ſee that all our dif 
orders are the work of the very men who reproach us 
with diſturbing the tranquillity of our neighbours, 
Who will undertake to warrant to us, that the Cabinet | 
of St. James's has not employed, and does not ſtill em- 
ploy, to trouble France, all the manceuvres it employed 
in 1787, to cruſh the growing liberty of the United 
Provinces? What ſums of money were then diſtributed 
by the ſelf-ſame Lord Auckland, who is now ambaſſa- 
dor in' Holland! What ſums were diſtributed to aug- 
ment the partizans of Orange, to debauch the patriotic 
troops, to purchaſe the infamous Rhingrave of Salm, 
the grand penſioner Flaegel, to put into action the 
King of Pruſſia, who has almoſt conſtantly been no other 
than the inſtrument of the Cabinet of St. James's, and to 
purchaſe thoſe of the French miniſtry, who abandoned in 
ſo daſtardly a way the cauſe of Dutch Patriotiſm ! Theſe 
are the common artifices of the Engliſh Cabinet, of that 
Cabinet which ſaves immenſe ſums in the expenditure o 
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eee and in the war expenditure, to ſupply the in- 
caleulable corruption of its creatures. No ſuch artifices 
can never ſtain the hiſtory of our Republic. 
Shall I recal to your remembrance the reproaches 
which have been urged againſt us, both by the Cabinet 
of England, and by tits creatures in the two houſes of 
Parliament! Shall I bring to your recollection the 
falſe interpretation of the appeal to the Engliſh Nation, 
with which the Miniſter of Foreign Affairs has menaced 
the Cabinet of St. James's, provided it ſhould perſiſt in its 
hoſtile projects ;—an appeal in which this Cabinet has 
pretended to ſee a ſignal of inſurrection, whilſt theſe 
words ſignified an appeal to the reaſon and juſtice of a 
great nation, the dupe of the quackery of her miniſters, 
who wiſh to embroil her with a people whoſe cauſe is her 
on, and who have ſworn hatred to tyrants only? Shall 
1 call to your remembrance thoſe complaints of the in- 
| decency with which Kings are treated, at a time when 
in-both Houſes of the Engliſh Parliament the Miniſters 
and Repreſentatives of the French Nation are ſo inſo- 
lently mentioned? Thoſe complaints againſt our go- 
verning clubs, at a time when the Engliſh Miniſters 
| ; , raiſe up monarchical clubs to tyrannize over the people; 
| when they eſtabliſh in themſelves an inquiſition againſt 
7 the Engliſh and our brethren ? Shall I bring to your re- 
a collection the accuſation made againſt us of having in- 
vaded Savoy, and of having annexed it to our territory? 
The hoſtile preparations of the King of Sardinia, openly 
Airected againſt us, juſtify the invaſion, and the unani - 
mous wiſh of all the commons has legitimated a junction 
more uſeful to theſe braye Allobrages than to the French. 
Shall I remind you of the accuſation made againſt us, 
of having invaded the Netherlands, of having given to 
them laws, of having framed for them a conſtitution ? 
Who, however, has been the firſt to ravage our plains ? 
Ts it not the tyrants of theſe Netherlands ? Did we enter 
theſe proyinces to make a conſtitution? Let the follow- 
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ing inſtructions given to our Generals be peruſed : afſeme ' 
be the people—conſult their wifh—protet their ſafety whil/t 
they deliberate on this wiſh and reſpef? it when it ſhall be 
expreſſed. - This is the mode of our tyranny, — " 
The Belgic Nation frames, and hall alone frame its 
conſtitution 3 but for the accompliſhment of this aim, 
the hands of the evil-intentioned, of the Auftrian Emiſ- 
ſaries who wiſh to excite ſeditions, muſt be carefully 
tied; and this is the cauſe of certain neceſſary acts of au- 
thority. It is the foundation of that revolutionary power, 
which is merely a power that protects pol: tical liberty in 
its infant tate, and which ceaſes when it is eſtabliſhed, 
We plunder Belgia ! we have ſimply wiſhed to be voluntarily 
re-imburſed for the expences of à war into the account of 
which the blood of our brethren'is not taten! It becomes 
a court which has ſtripped, and ſtill ſtrips the Eaſt 
Indies of enormous riches, to hold the inhabitants in 
captivity z it well becomes this Court to urge againſt us 
the demand of 4 juft indemnity for the expences we have 
incurred in the re/toration of liberty to our neighbours ! 
Shall I remind you of the great crime committed by 
the Legiſlative Aſſembly and the Convention, the recep- 
tion of the addreſſes and deputations of various Engliſh 
focieties; a crime at which the Miniſters, the Lords, the 
State Lawyers, felt themſelves ſcandalouſly outraged, as 
if, according to the Engliſh Conſtitution itſelf, the inha- 
bitants of Great Britain did not poſſeſs the right to re- 
joice at the revolution of a neighbouring nation, and to 
_ congratulate that nation on the recovery of its liberty; 
as if theſe congratulations did not tend to reſtore the 
bonds of nations, and to baniſh thoſe pretended National 
antipathies, nouriſhed for the ſafety of deſpotiſm; as if 
the repreſentatives of the French, who have declared 
themſelves the brothers of all mankind, could refuſe the 
entry into their ſanctuary of foreigners who came to pay, 
in her temple, an homage to univerſal liberty. Ah! the 
1 O 2 letters 
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fetters oppoſed to theſe fraternal communications, accuſe 
a government: it is not ours, but certainly the one which 
dreads, as it would a fatal ann a communication 
with free men. 

Ah! how many perverſe means has not this govern- 
ment employed, to put an entire ſtop to this communica- 
tion, and to blacken us in the eyes of our Pry on of 
England? 139425 

15. Me have all of us been . into te; be- 
ah in this tribunal a deputy niade an I confeſſion of 
- bis atheiſm ! | 
16. Thus did the Engliſh miniſter not only diſdain to 
fend us an ambaſſador, but refuſed to acknowledge ours. 
It will, perhaps, be incumbent on the French Republic, 
- to examine, in her turn, whether it will be expedient for 
her to acknowledge thoſe kings who treat a powerful =_—_ 
lic with ſo much inſolence. 

17. Does not this inſult to the nation demand a repa- 
ration? France has alſo a right to require one for the 
ſcandalous py of the bill relative to the exportation 
of corn, | 5 
18. Do we not fad the fame hoftile ſpirit both in the 
Bill which prohibits the circulation of our affignats, and 
in that which regards the arrival and reſidence of fo- 
reigners in England? Is not the firſt a true declaration of 
war ugainſt our reſources of finance? Is not the ſecond a 
ſimilar one againſt the patriots who now triumph in 
France, ſince it manifeſts a marked partiality for the 
emigrants, prieſts, nobles, ariſtocrats, and ſoi- diſant mo- 
derates who now reſide in England, and whom the Go- 
' vernment ſeems to place under its ſpecial protection, 
whilſt it reſerves all the horrors of the inquiſition for the 
patriots who have viſited 2 ha a motive of 
buſineſs or inclination ? 

Hoſtile intentions appear ſo much the more aue in 
this bill, as it manifeſtly infringes the fourth Article of 
= | the 
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the Treaty of Commerce eſtabliſhed with England in 
1786. 
1 Laſtly, to own can be aſcribed thoſe n 

armaments, that augmentation of the ſea and land forces, 
and that vigour of diligence with which the labours are 
carried on in all the ports of England, unleſs it be the 
intention of intimidating, and, if poſſible, of overwhelming 
France? The imbecility of Spain, the ſecret treaty which 
ſeems to connect the two courts, the harmony which 
prevails between England and Ruſſia, the ſubmiſſion of 
Holland to the ſupreme orders ſhe receives, every thing 
proves that France alone is the object of theſe arma- 
ments, It certainly did belong, and it now belongs, to 
France, in every point of view, to ſuſpend this treaty 
ſhe ſcrupulouſly obſerves. And, notwithſtanding, tis 
by the Engliſh Cabinet, which dares to accuſe the Re- 
public of violating all treaties, that it is infringed on. 

20, Every thing unites to impreſs the mind with this 
_ conviction ; both the pride of the King who has ſo long 
groaned under the ignominy with which royalty is co- 
vered, and whom the American war has not cured of the 
fatal inclination to combat once more the genius of 
Liberty; and the hatred - nouriſhed againſt liberty by 
Lord Hawkeſbury, who directs behind the curtain, his 
maſter, the council, and the corrupted en os Par- 
liament. j: 7118 

21. But on the other band can it be believed that 
theſe warlike preparations, on the part of the (Engliſh 
miniſters, are really ſerious, when ſo many motives 
which ought to deter them from war can be collected, 
and when it is ſeen that they have no real motive for 
declaring war againſt France? The inutility of this 
war cannot but be apparent, even for the principle aim 
which the Engliſh miniſters have propoſed, fince the re- 
volution with which they were threatened is entirely cruſhed. 
22. . allembling all theſe circumſtances,' we 

| ſhould 
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ſhould be tempted to regard this war as a war of prep#- 
ratives. But, even under this aſpect, it will be more 
deſtructive to us than a war formally declared. What 
will its object be? To amuſe us by feigned negociations, 
to employ our means, whilſt, by gaining time or en- 
creaſing the preparations, the Republic may be after- 
| wards attacked at the moſt convenient moment. 
Ibis is the ſyftem which Leopold and Frederic Wil- 
| liam have followed; it is the ſyſtem now pur ſued by the 
Cabinet of St. James'ss This Cabinet waits till the 
fleets ſhall be completely armed and equipped, and fe- 
cretly haſten its armaments, which cannot be termi- 
nated in leſs than two or three months. It waits till our 
aſſignats ſhall be ſtill more depreciated, till our credit 
ſhall be exhauſted, till anarchy ſhal} divide us, till the 
French nation, wearied of war, and apprehenſive of 
taxes, ſhall offer itſelf as an eaſy prey to the deſpoiler. 
Well, we muſt undeceive the Engliſh Cabinet, as we 
have convinced of their error Leopold and Frederic Wil- 
Ham, Either we muſt oblige the Engliſh to give us a 
preciſe explanation which may tranquillize us for ever, 
er muſt draw the ſword againſt them: and confide thus 
far in the Genius of Liberty, that the French ſailors will 
Not yield to the conquerors of Brabant, and that hy ſea 
alfo will have its Jenape. 
. Here it is neceflary to draw aſide the veil which con- 
ceals that impoſing Coloſſus, England. It is here expe- 
dient to prove that you will begin this maritime war 
with as many, nay with more advantages than the Ca- 
binet of St. James's. + Money, men, and ſhips; theſe are 
the three ſinews of war. Well, conſider the ane of 
England, and compare it with your own, | 
23. England has not a ſingle ſecurity to hold out, for 
the loans ſhe will be obliged to make to carry on the war, 
ſince the ordinary expences, in time of peace, ſurpaſs by 
nearly a million her cuſtomary receipts; whilſt France 
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| has to offer in lands immediate ſecurities amounting to 
more than three milliards; and whenever theſe ſecutities 
ſhall be exhauſted, the riches of her ſoil, and the induſtry 
.of Frenchmen, wilt preſent thoſe immenſe reſources 
which the neceſſities of the Engliſh miniſtry have on W 
fide drained a long time ago. 
24. Shall I ſpeak of the reſource of men ; Shall I com- 
pare that population of twenty-five millions of French- 
men, who have but one ſoul, but one will, with the ſeven 
millions of Engliſhmen who with difficulty furniſh the 
ſupply of thirty thouſand men, a ſupply which the ſcorch- 
ing climates of the Sugar lflands and the Eaſt Indies an- 
nually demand and devour ? Shall I compare it with the 
twelve hundred thouſand Sotchmen, who, wearied with 
the yoke of England, daily deſert to enrich the United 
States of America with the three millions of Iriſh, who 
are far from ſeconding the raſh enterprizes of the Cabinet 
of St. James's, and who, far from wiſhing to combat 4 
free people, /eek on the contrary to imitate them, already 
preſenting to affrighted deſpotiſm an army of more than 
ſixty thouſand well diſciplined volunteers ? 
Your, immenſe population is, and will be, a conſtantly 
productive nurſery. both of ſoldiers and ſailors, whenever 
the voice of liberty ſhall call them to combat, either by 
ſea or land; whilſt the Engliſh Cabinet will be forced to 
recur to the infamous expedient of preſſing, nr thus precipi- 
tate its ruin by calling up inſurrection. 
25. Ought Pruſſia to cheriſh England, Pruſſia /he 
has ſo cruelly played on during the preſent war? Ought 
Ruſſia, that can never pardon her for having wiſhed to 
humble her pride? Ought the Emperor, whoſe indigence 
will ſoon exhauſt the treaſure of England, as his pre- 
deceſſors exhauſted it in the war of the allies ? Ought 
Portugal in the laſt ſtage of a conſumption ;—Portugal 
employed in collecting gold not to enrich the Tagus, 
but the Thames? Ought Holland, wearied with her 
; * yoke 
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Joke, 220 whoſe impotence now acts againſt England 


WOE ? 

Are the Sugar Hands capable of farnifhing a ſolid 
baſs to her grandeur, thoſe Iſlands already. ſhaken by the 
example of the French Galonies, where the people of co- 
lour are nearly reduced to the ſtate of ſlaves, and where 


the flaves are not even on a level with the beaſts of 


burthen. Complete your decree on the people of co- 


Jour, ameliorate the condition of the flaves; you will 


thus prote& your Iſlands, and __ deprive n 


of her's. 
Can England in her immenſe poſſeſſions in the Faſt 


Indies hope to find friends and reſources? In India 


thirty Millions of men are now under the dominion of 
England, a nation deteſted by almoſt the whole of In- 


doſtan, which ſighs for the overthrow of her power. 


And with what force does ſhe ſway this enormous quan- 
tity of men, this immenſe extent of territory M=with- | 
ten thouſand Engliſh at the moſt, ſcattered over the 
whole ſurface of India, and having under their com- 


mand an hundred thouſand indigent and well-diſciplined 


natives, whoſe di ſcipline may one day be turned againſt 
their maſters, Join to this picture that of the exhauſt- 
ed finances of all the princes of India, as well as of that 


India Company which will ſoon return to a ſtate of 


annihilation, in common with all the other companies, 
overwhelmed with debts, and loaded with curſes. ©. * 

Tell us if, when the French Republicans ſhall ſhow 
themſelves in that-quarter, not in driving them from 
thence -to replace the Engliſh, but to reſtore conimerce 
there on its real baſis, the baſis of fraternity :—Tell 
us if they will not then find, both in the princes and 
the people, to. many allies,' and if it will not be 
eaſy for them to overthrow a power whoſe coloſſal ſtatus 
accuſes imbecility and invites ruin! 


In tracing this picture, it is far from our idea to 
wiſh 


wiſh to afflict the Engliſh Nation; we are merely 


anxious to unmaſk the phantom of power ou which 
her Miniſters ſupport themſelves, As to the Nation 
herſelf, ſhe offers to us brothers only, and we cannot 


aim at the deſtruction of our brethren. But the Eng- 


liſh Nation, at length, ought, as well as ourſelves, to 
ſeek her proſperity, not in an excluſtve commerce,—not in 
poſſeſſions flolen from their proprietors, not in the art of 

expreſſing the blood and ſweat of the labourers and 


artizans of India but in a commerce founded on morality, 


01 univerſal juſtice, on the free developement of induſtry.— 
Ah! What Nation which has thus reduced herſelf, 


can pretend to higher deſtinies than England ? — can 


excel her in induſty, in capitals, in good order, and 
more eſpecially, in morality; that morality which in- 
ſpires confidence, which is the ſoul of true commerce ? 

I ſhall not enter more extenſively into theſe reflec- 
tions, which ought to prove to you that you have no 
reaſon to dread the junction of the Cabinet of England 
to your enemies. | 

Kerſaint has beſides demonſtrated to you, in the ener- 


getic deſcription of the Engliſh Nation he has preſent- 


ed to you, how eaſy it is for you to attack her with 
advantage, and in almoſt every part of her poſſeſſions. 
It is not war which you are to dread, "tis the uncertainty 
reſpecting war, England employs all your means without 
any profit on your part. ä 

The National Convention, having heard the Report 
of its Committee of General Defence, decrees, 

J. That the Executive Council is charged to declare 
to the government of England, that the intention of 

the French Republic is to maintain harmony and fra- 

ternity with the Engliſh Nation, and to reſpect her 


independence and that of her allies, ſo long as England 


and her allies ſhall not attack the French Republic. 


2. The Executive Council is charged to demand of 
| 7 the 
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the Engliſh Government, the execution of the fourth 
article of the Treaty of Commerce of 1786. That in 
conſequence, the French Citizens travelling or re- 
ſiding in England, ceaſe to be fubject to the humi- 
liating forms preſcribed by the act of Parliament of 
the month of December laſt, and may travel and re- 
main tranquilly in England, in the way the Engliſh do 
in France. 

3. The Executive Council is charged to demand of 
the government of England, that the French may, like 
other foreigners, freely export from Great Britain and 

Ireland, corn and other proviſions and commodities; 
and that they may, conformably to the treaty of 1786, 
be ſubjected to no other prohibitions than eee 
in general. 

4. Laſtly, The Executive Council is charged to 
demand of the Engliſh Government, what is the ob- 
ject of the armaments recently ordered, and whether 
they are directed againſt France; reſerving to itſelf (the 
Council) in caſe of a refuſal of ſatisfaction on all theſe 
points, the.right of immediately taking the meaſures 
which the intereſt and ſafety of the Republic require, 


— wra—, 


Report of the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, in the 
National Convention, Tueſday, December 11, 1792. 


MixIs TER of FoREION ArrAIRS— The Britiſh 
Parliament, which had been prorogued till the month 
of January, has juſt been unexpectedl) aſſembled, and 
commenced its Sittings on the 13th inſtant. This ex- 
traordinary meaſure muſt naturally awaken the attention 
of this government on its cauſes and conſequences ; and 
it becomes my duty to apprize the Convention of what- 
ever facts I have been able to come at. 


Shortly 


[ 17 ] 
Shortly after the immortal 1oth of Auguſt, and the 
change which was then introduced into the form of our 
government, the Engliſh. miniſter was pleaſed to put a 
ſtop to every official communication with us, and to 
recall the ambaſſador ſtationed at our Court, either be- 


cauſe he was perſuaded that the term of Counter-Revoe 


lution and of our flayery was near at hand, or merely 
becauſe, as was obſerved by the celebrated orator of the 


_ oppoſition in the firſt fitting of the Britiſh Senate, he 


thought it indecent and unworthy of His Royal Britannic 


| Majeſty to have a repreſentative near an Executive 


A. 


— 


Liberty. But theſe glorious events have a quite con- 
trary effect upon the Engliſh miniſter. In a moment, 


Council, the members of which had not been anointed 


by the holy oil at the high altar of Rheims. Be this as 
it may, the Executive Proviſional Council has not 


deemed it neceſſary to adopt the ſame plan; on the other 


hand, it has continued to maintain-in London a miniſter 
of the French Republic, and has expreſsly charged that 
miniſter to omit no opportunity of aſſuring the Bri- 
tiſh Nation, that notwithſtanding the unfavoura- 
ble diſpoſition of its Government towards France, the 
French Nation deſires nothing more ardently than to 
merit its eſteem, and to preſerve the good harmony and 
friendſhip which ſhould always ſubſiſt between two 
generous and free nations, 

The National Convention has received, on different 
occaſions, the cleareſt proofs of the reciprocal regard, 
and of the ſincere intereſt that the Engliſh have in the 
ſucceſs of our arms, and in the triumph of French 


the dread and jealouſy of our victories, the entreaties of 
cowardly rebels, the vile intrigues of hoſtile courts, and 
the ſecret ſuſpicions that the numerous addreſſes from all 
parts of England excited, determined him to more de- 


ciſive military preparations, and to an immediate aflem- 
bling of Parliament, 
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The National Aſſembly will ſee that the ſpeeches ſub- 
joined, having for their oſtenſible and principal intention 
to oppoſe the popular fermentation that has for ſome time 
prevailed in England, are alſo, to a certain degree, di- 
reed” againſt France, which clearly indicate many 
imputations which cannot be miſunderſtood, though 
expreſſed in general terms, When the moment arrives 
of anſwering theſe accuſations, the French Government 
will find no difficulty to juſtify itſelf fully, It will ap- 
peal to the ſenſe of all Europe, and to the teſtimony of 
Mr. Pitt himſelf it will then appear that he ought to be 
accuſed of having excited, by the moſt corrupt means, 
diſtruſts, doubts, and diſorders 

Certainly, if the agents themſel ves, whom we maintain 
in London, and whoſe authority is not acknowledged 
there, could have been legally ſuſpected of thoſe ma- 
nœuvres which belong to imbecility only; if their con- 
daCt had not been at the fame time loyal and circumſpect, 
can it be believed, that the members of the Engliſh mi- 
niſtry would have requeſted to ſee them confidentially, 
to hold communications with them, and to grant them 
ſecret conferences? I ſhall lay before any Committees 
the National Convention ſhall be pleaſed to point out, 
the exact details of theſe conferences; the complaints, 
the objections, the replies, as well as the offers and pro- 
poſals, which have been reciprocally made. I ſhall alſo 
ſtate the inſtructions which have been given to our agents 
under theſe delicate circumſtances; and laſtly, the ſtate 
of the armaments which have been ordered. 

But theſe Armaments ought not yet to alarm us, ſince 
they are only four ſhips of the line more than in former 
years; of the ſixteen ſhips that are ordered, ten are 
guard-ſhips, the oldeſt and worſt ſhips in the Engliſh 
Navy; and the KinG has declared, that this Armament 
will not occaſion any extraordinary tax, and that the 
ſums applied to the Sinking Fund of the National Debt 
| x will 
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will be ſafficient for the purpoſe. It follows, however, that 

the pretexts of this armament are the three following: 

1ſt, The opening of the Scheldt : 

2d, Your Decree of the 19th of November: 

3d, Your ſuppoſed deſigns againſt Holland. 

To the firſt of theſe points, a reply has been made by 
arguments founded on the right of nature, on the right 

of man, and on all the principles of Juſtice and Liberty 

conſecrated by the French Nation, and the full and en- 

tire enjoyment of which that nation could not refuſe to 

the Belgians. It has been replied, that treaties ſnatched 

by cupidity, and conſented to by deſpotiſm, could not 

bind the free and liberated Belgians. A reply has been 

given by the ſilence England itſelf preſerved in 1785, when 

the ſame queſtion was ne agitated by Jos PH the 

SECOND. . 

To the ſecond complaint, a reply was made by a frank 
expoſal of the true intereſts by which the National Con- 
vention was impelled, when it framed this benevolent 
decree, There are two diſtint cafes to which this 
Decree can and ought to be applied, either with reſpect 
to the nations under the dominion of powers with which 
we are at war, or withrrelation to the countries governed 
by powers abſolutely neutral; and here there can be no 
difficulty. In the firſt caſe, the Decree will finds its 
direct application, and that in the moſt extenſive lati- 
tude, without giving umbrage to any Foreign Power. 
By the ſecond hypotheſis, it is clear, that the intention 
of the Natioual Convention has never been to engage it- 
ſelf in making the cauſe of a few Foreign Individuals the 
cauſe of the whole French Nation. But when a vation 
kept in ſubjection by a Deſpot, ſhall have had the cou- 
rage to break its chains; when this nation, reſtored to 
Liberty, ſhall ſo have conſtituted itſelf as clearly to ex- 
preſs its general wiſh z when this general wiſh ſhall call 
for the aſſiſtance and fraternity of the French Nation; 
it 
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it is then that the Decree of the 19th of November will 
find a natural application; and we doubt whether any 
one can expreſs a ſurpriſe at it. It is then that we ſhall 
beſtow on a Nation newly freed, a prop, which we our- 
ſelves would, under ſimilar circumſtances, have deſired, 
and which probably we ſhould have hoped to find from 
another Free Nation, To this general reply has been 
added an obſervation, which has more eſpecially related 
to the reproach made to us with reſpect to Holland: it is 
to this effect That it was much io be wiſhed, that the 
Britiſh Miriftry had never meddled more with the internal 
| Government of that ms than we ourſelves wiſh 19 
meddle,” 

In fine, Citizen Preſident, I have charged the Mi- 
niſter of the French Republic at London, to demand a 
new conference with Lord Grenville, Miniſter for Fo- 
reign Affairs; and after having demonſtrated to him the 
injuſtice of the views imputed to us, I have authorized . 
him to declare, in the name of the French Republic, that 
if the intention of the Engliſh miniſter is to produce, at 
all events, a rupture with us, as we ſhall have given 
every explanation to prove the purity of our intentions, 
and our reſpect for the independence of other powers, it 
will then be evident, that the war will be only the war 
of the Britiſh miniſter againſt us; and we will not fail to 
make a ſolemn appeal to the Engliſh nation (applauſes) ; 
we will preſent to its juſt and generous tribunal, the me- 

Tits of a cauſe, in which a great nation ſupports the rights 
of nature, of juſtice, of liberty, and of equality, againſt a 

' miniſter, who ſhall have provoked this 1 war from pere 
ſonal motives, 

In ſhort, we will leave it to the Englidh: nation to judge 
between us, and the iſſue of this conteſt may lead to con- 
ſequences which he (the miniſter) did not Be 
(Applauded.) 

I citizens, the effect of this declaration, be” will 
imme» 


Ein 


immediately make it known to the National Conven- 


tion. 
It was then moved, that this paper ſhould be printed, 
and ſent to the departments“. 


In the foregoing extracts the figures from Page 91 to Page iog - point 
out where parts of the original report have been omitted, as not eſſential to 
the object of the preſent publication. 


An exact Tranſlation from a Speech made in the National 
Convention at Paris (on the 14th of December, in a De- 
bate on the ſubject of eftabliſhing Public Schools for the 
Education of Youth ), by Citizen Dupont, a Member of con- 
ſiderable weight.— And, as the doctrines contained in it were 
received with unanimous applauſe, except from two or three 
of the Clergy, it may fairly be conſidered as an Expoſition of 
the Creed of that enlightened Afſembly.---Tranſlated from 
Le Moniteur of Sunday the 16th of December 1792. 


WHAT ! Thrones are overturned ! Sceptres broken! 
Kings expire! And yet the alters of God remain! (Here 
there is a murmur from ſome Members; and the Abbe 

' Icnow demands, that the perſon ſpeaking may be called 
to order.) Tyrants, in outrage to nature, continue to 
burn an impious incenſe on thoſe altars! (Some murmurs 
ariſe, but they are loſt in the applauſes from the majority 
of the Aſſembly.) The thrones that have been reverſed, 
have left theſe altars naked, unſupported, and tottering, 
A ſingle breath of enlightened reaſon will now be ſuffi- 
cient to make them diſappear. And if humanity is under 
obligations to the French nation for the firſt of theſe 
benefits, the fall of kings, can it be doubted but that the 
French people, now ſovereign, will be wiſe enough, in 
ike manner, to overthrow thoſe altars and thoſe ido!s, to 
Yhich thoſe kings haye hitherto made them ſubject 7 +) 

; Nature 
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Nature and reaſon, theſe ought to be the Gods of men! 
| Theſe are my Gods! (Here the Abbe Audrein cried out, 
There is no bearing this ;” and ruſhed out of the Af. 
 ſembly---A great laugh !)---Admire nature---cultivate 
reaſon, ---And you, legitlators, if you deſire that the 
French people ſhould be happy, make haſte to propagate 
theſe principles, and to teach them in your primary 
ſchools, inſtead of thoſe fanatical principles which have 
hitherto been caught. 
The tyranny of Kings was confined to make their 
people miſerable in this life—but thoſe other tyrants, the 
prieſts, extend their dominions into another, of which 
they have no other idea than of eternal puniſhments; a 
doctrine which ſome men have hitherto had the good 
nature to believe. But the moment of the cataſtrophe is 
 come—all theſe prejudices muſt fall at the ſame time. 
We muſt deſtroy them, or they will deſtroy us, For myſelf! 
I honeſtly avow to the Convention- -I am an Atheiſt ! 
(Here there is ſome noiſe and tumult---but a great num- 
ber of Members cried out What is that to us—You 
are an honeſt man.“) But 1 defy a ſingle individual, 
amongſt the twenty-four millions of Frenchmen, to 
make againſt me any well-grounded reproach. I doubt 
whether the Chriſtians, or the Catholics, of which the 
laſt Speaker, and thoſe of his opinion, have been talking 
to us, can make the ſame challenge,---(Great applauſes.) 
There is another conſideration : Paris has great loſſes : 
it has been deprived of the commerce of luxury ; of that 
factitious ſplendour which was found at Courts, and in- 
vited ſtrangers hither, Well!. We muſt repair theſe 
Joſles,---Let me then repreſent to you the times that are 
faſt approaching, when our philoſophers, whoſe names 
are celebrated throughout Europe—PtTion, SYEYEs, 
ConpoRceT, and others---ſurrounded in our pan- 
theon, as the Greek philoſophers were at Athens, with 
(a crowd of diſciples coming from all parts of Eu- 
| rope, 


uz | 

rope, walking like the Peripatetics, and teaching = 
this man, the ſyſtem of the univerſe, and develcping 
the progreſs of all human knowledge; that un- 
perfectioning the Social Syſtem, and ſhewing in our 
Decree of the 17th of June 1789, the ſeeds of the inſur- 
rection of the 14th of July, and 10th of Auguſt, and 
of all thoſe inſurrections which are ſpreading with ſuch 
rapidity throughout Europe — ſo that theſe young ſtran- 
gers, on their return to their reſpective countries, may 
ſpread the ſame lights, and may operate for the happineſs 
of mankind, ſimilar Revolutions throughout the World. 

(Nuinberleſs applauſes aroſe, almoſt throughout the 

whole Aſſembly and in the it 


The Speech of KERSAINT to the French National Conven- 


tion, with the Reſolurions of that Body reſpect ing a Wer - . 
with England. | 


THE National Convention tranſmit to you (the Mem- 
bers of the Executive Council) the report of the Miniſter 
for Foreign Affairs, on the conduct of the Engliſh Go- 
vernment, together with the propoſition I have had 

the honour to ſubmit to you, for the purpoſe of prepar- 
ing for a naval war, if the ſafety and dignity of the Re- 
public ſhould render ſuch a meaſure neceſſary. 

I ſhall divide my ſentiments on this very important 
ſubject into two parts. In the firſt, I ſhall endeavour 
to point out the deſigns of the Engliſh Miniſter. In the 
ſecond, I ſhall conſider the probable conſequences that 
will enſue from the war with which we are now 
threatened, 

Should the Court of tand declare war againſt us, 
we ſhall immediately aſcertain what maritime powers 
coaleſce; we may alſo reſt alured, that we ſhall have to 

A Re | contend | 
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conterid with them all; and at one period. Of their 


number —of their hoſtile inclinations, I entertain no 


doubt : I entertain'doubts only of the extent of their 
power. The governments of England, of Spain, of Hol- 


land, of Ruſſia, of Portugal, are all your enemies, for 


they are all * * *—of theſe, however, let us concentre 
our attention on the moſt powerful; let us direct our 
view to that government that waves the rod of power 
over a people, who, enjoying a degree of liberty, have, on 
that account, been formidable to us in a period when we 
were ſlaves; let us conſider well the extent of the re- 
ſources of this government; let us develope its intention; 
let us attempt to diſcover the object to which they tend. 
In the conduct of the Engliſh government, I perceive the 
action of three diſtinct principles, all foreign, 1 _ to 
the inclinations of the people of England. 

1. The hatred which the king of England bears to- 
wards the French, and the apprehenſions entertained by 
his Majeſty with reſpect to the ſecurity of his crown, ap- 
prehenſions which have alone occaſioned his ſincere 
regard for Louis XVI. a regard that has received an ac- 
ceſſion of ſtrength from the ſupport of thoſe natural and 


declared enemies of France, the members of the ariſto- 


eracy and epiſcopacy of England. 
2. The alarm and, uneaſineſs of the Prime Miniſter, 


Mr. Pitt, who for eight years has reigned lord para- 


mount of England, and whoſe fall is alike threatened by 
the tempeſts of a revolution, and the ſtorms of a war, 
This ſecond principle is connected with the firſt, by the 
Ariſtocracy of Finance, and by thoſe numerous agents 
whom thoſe men find jt neceſſary to employ ; and this 
knot, in the event of a war, will receive ſuch a degree 
of tenſion, that England will 9 to reſiſt in 
vain. 

be ambition and the genius of Mr, 1 and the 
e of Oppoſition, who take advantage of every 


event 


(as J 


event that tends to diminiſh the popularity of the Eng- | 


liſh Miniſter; who having artfully encouraged hopes and 
expectations of reformation, in order to agitate the minds 

of the people, have converted thoſe hopes and thoſe ex- 
pectations into fears and apprehenſions. This conſe- 
quence, which they did not foreſee, has left them at the 
mercy of the Engliſh Government, and has drawn upon 
their heads a chaſtiſement ſufficient to convince free men 
of the dangers of party and of intrigue, If we ſeek the 
cauſe of this effect, perhaps fatal to the world, we ſhall 
find it in the character of that great Orator, who, by 
the force of genius, keeps alive the reputation of a party 
the laſt weak ſupport of the defenders of the Liberty of 
England. The friend of men, the paraſite of kings, the 

| vigorous oppoſer of the Engliſh Adminiftration, the ſu- 
perſtitious adinirer of the Engliſh Conſtitution, a popular 
ariſtocrate, a democratic loyaliſt, Mr, Fox has but one 
object in view, that of hurling his rival from his throne, 
and of retrieving at once ſo many parliamentary defeats, 
not leſs injurious to his intereſt than inimical to his repu- 
tation. | : | 
In this eventful period, his more prudent antagoniſt 
muſt bring the whole extent of his power into action. 
He muſt court popularity, while he cheriſhes the ariſto- 
cracy of his party. He muſt bow to Royalty, even 
while he waves the wand of deſpotiſm. In the midſt of 
war, ſhould a war take place, he muſt endeayour to 
preſerve his power undiminiſhed, and whatever events 
may happen, he muſt be poſſeſſed of the ſame aſcendency 
which the Oppoſition attack even in the boſom of 


peace. 


In England it is a fact ſo well known, as to be an 


_ eſtabliſhed axiom in politics, that the miniſter who de- 
clares war neyer ſees the end of it. Mr. Pitt knows that 


a war will put a period to the exiſtence of his power. 


Mr, Pitt conſequently would willingly avoid a war. But 
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what is the will of other intereſted parties? The 
king deſires a * * for obvious reaſons. Mr. Fox would 
draw the miniſter into an ambuſcade, and force him to 
defend the unpopular conduct of Goverment, Mr, Pitt, 
with a hope of not being reduced to the neceſſity of a 
war, offers to mediate among the Belligerent Powers, 
He knows that all the members of adminiſtration are his 
tools; he poſſeſſes eloquence, the key of the Treaſury, 
and the theory of corruption. The Satellites that move 
around him, emigrants from France, and the ariſtrocrates 
of England, point out to him two modes of conduct, 
both of which he means to adopt. The one is to arreſt 
us in our rapid career of victory by land, by threatening 
us with a naval war, The other is, to bring us, by dint 
of his mediation, to terms of accommodation with our 
enemies, 

Theſe ideas have ſeduced him.—The Bird's eye proſpect 
| that has been afforded him of our fituation, has induced 
him to conſider ſuccefs certain; and indeed, our internal 
agitations, the apparent diſorder that has infuſed itſelf 
into our Legiſlative diſcuſſions, the amount of our ex- 
pences, the quarrels' of parties ; all theſe external cha- 
racteriſtics of one of the moſt violent convulſions that 
ever agitated the political body of any nation, in ſeme 
degree juſtify his expectations. But he forgets that a 
ſenſe of public danger will re-unite us, He forgets that 
thoſe agitations which have made ſo much noiſe, expreſs 


| the extent of our ſtrength; a ſtrength that never can be- 


Jong to a body enfeebled by diſorder and diſeaſe. He for- 
gets, that though our expences are great, they bear but 
very little proportion to our reſources. He forgets that 
France has but one voice, and that we poſſeſs ſtill ſeveral 
millions, of which we cannot make a more honourable 
uſe than by employing them in the eſtabliſhment of our 
independence, both external and. internal, He forgets 

that the number of our enemies, inſtead of diſcouraging 
| us, 
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us, will ſtimulate us to activity more energetic, and will 
call our reſources into action more vigorous and effec- 
| tual, He forgets that a people who ſtretch forth their 
arm with one accord, who unanimouſly venture their 
lives and fortunes in the common cauſe, can never, never 
be ſubdued. Finally, he forgets that we can never want 
ſoldiers or money, and that the number of our enemies 
cannot appal men who are placed in the glorious neceſ- 
ſity of being forced to conquer or die. 

If England, without any provocation, in contempt 
of the Law of Nations, declares war againſt us, remem- 
ber, O my Countrymen, the conduct of Cortez, who 
ſet fire to his ſhips in the preſence of iy troops juſt 
landed on the plains of Mexico, 

Having now conſidered the ſituation of the Engliſh 
Government, ſuffer me to arreſt your attention to the 
diſpoſitious of the Engliſh People, who are not yet 
reduced to that ſtate of degradation to paſs for -nothing 
in the conſideration of an impending rupture with this 
country,—We are accuſtomed by the generic name of 
Engliſh, to mean three different-deſcriptions of people, 
whom nature has ſeparated, whom force has reunited, 
whom intereſt inceſſantly diſunites, and whom the prin- 
ciples of our Revolution have affected in a very dif- 
ferent manner 

The Engliſh People, like all conquerers, have 0 a 
long while opprefſed Scotland and Ireland; but it is 
neceſſary to remark, that theſe two latter nations, al- 
ways reſtleſs, and ſecretly revolting at the injuſtice 
of the Engliſh, have acquired at different epochs con- 
ceptions which permit them now to hope that they 
ſhall at length obtain their ancient independence, — 
I pauſe not here to make obſervations on the differ» 
ences which agitate Ireland and England, Every one 
is acquainted with the Parliament of Ireland, her Lord 


Lieutenant, and that ſpecies of Liberty which ſhe pro- 
cured 
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cured by force during the American war. But every 
one does not know the machinations uſed by the Par- 
| liament of England to arreſt the operation of the na- 
tural induſtry of Ireland, and to check the extention 
of her commerce. The Catholics of that country are 
Rill ſubject to the Gothic and barbarous laws of thoſe 
intolerant days in which they were enacted; and in 
this half-way ſtate. of independence, they ſeem, with 
eyes directed towards us, to. ſay, *+ Came, ſhew Your: 
ſelves, and we ſhall be free.“ | 

The Scotch groan under other ſorrows, Ever fince 
the Union, Scotland has been repreſented in Parliament, 
but- in a manner ſo diſproportionate to her wealth, her 
extent and her population, that ſhe is not in fact any 
more than a Colony dependant on England ; the Scotch, 
however, know their rights, and the amount of their 
reſources, The principles of the French Revolution 
have been firmly defended in that Country, and thoſe 
defenders haye been honoured with the firſt perſecutions 
of the Engliſh Government; but theſe perſecutions have 
made converts, and no where has greater ſatisfaction 
at our ſucceſſes been evinced, than in the Cities of Scot- 
land, in the chief of which public illuminations have 
been made. 

Ireland and Scotland, attentive to the —_ of 
the French Revolution, know in what manner we have 
ſpoken of the Engliſh People. It will be difficult to 
perſuade them that it is neceſſary, in contempt of all 
the rinciples of Equity, to pay freſh taxes to carry on 
2 war agaiuſt us, becauſe we have procured for a peo- 
- ple the uſe of a river that gives them a free commu- 
nication with the ocean, and opens even to the Eng- 
liſh, a more direct mode of communication with the 
Belgic Provinces. But are the Engliſh People ſpeaking 
openly, in a temper of mind hoſtile to the French; or 
can the Engliſh-+Government direct that temperament 
i | at 
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at will? J muſt confeſs that the inhabitants of London, 
and of the principal Cities of England, have conduct- 
ed themſelves in the preſent criſis with profound ad- 
dreſs.— Such is the power of the Engliſh Government, 
that it is almoſt omnipotent—it binds a multitude of 
men by the chain of intereſt.— The mercantile and reve- 
nue Ariſtocracy abound in greater proportion in Eng- 
land than they did in France previous to the Revolution 
of 1789—thefe men are now the auxiliaries of the Court 
and Parliamen; and they make a great noiſe about our 
confuſion, our anarchy, our weakneſs, and the events of 
thoſe days which we would willingly: blot from the 
hiſtoric page; they alarm the Country Gentlemen 
the Biſhops and the reſt of the Clergy aſſiſt them with 
all their might—with their natural weapon, hypocriſy, 
they take advantage of their credit with the people, 
to extinguiſh the impreſſion made upon their minds by 
our ſucceſſors, and by thoſe truths which we have pro- 
claimed to the world, ' | 

You have not forgotten, you never can forget, that 
the Government of England carried on a war againſt 
her Colonies, in oppoſition to the wiſhes of the People, 
and folely for the "RO of indulging the inclina- 
tions of ****, 

O England ! bam the Land of Freedom 
O England, the birth-place of SipxNer, of Mir rox, 
what friend of man can now behold thee without a 
tear? Who can view with unconcern the Tower of 
London transformed into a manſion not very diſſimi- 
lar to that which the Engliſh themſelves ſurveyed with 
fuch horror in Paris? Who can ſee without emotion 
the Liberty of the Preſs invaded, and the freedom of 
opinion baniſhed from the land where thoſe two pillars 
of the public weal were erected by the tutelary genius 
of the Rights of Man? PxIEesTLEY the Philoſopher, 

er- 
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perſecuted; PAINE proſeribed; Coorxx and WALKER 


attacked even in their houſes, for wy dared to think 
that man was fiee. 


Such is at this moment the RO EY of this once 


famous Ifland ; the aſcendancy of the Ariſtocracy, of 
the Nobility, of the Clergy, and of the rich Men, is 


ſuch in London, that our debates, read with ſuch 


avidity, heard with ſuch attention, and holding ſuch 


rank in the hiſtory of this. Country, are induſtriouſly 
baniſhed from the capital. Who would believe it ?— 
The Inquiſition of Spain never ated with more art 
that the Government of England does at this moment, 
to influence the opinion of the people, and to awaken 
in their minds their ancient prejudices againſt us, for 
the purpoſe of intercepting the light of truth in 2 
Country which they would conſign to ignorance and 
flavery. | 

The watchful conduct, however, of the Government 
of England, its fears and its jealouſies, afford proofs 
of the progreſs which the opinions of as French Revo- 
lution have made. | 

It is not with his n his Prieſts, and his Lords, 
that Mr. Piri will arm his ſoldiers and his ſailors— 
He can only arm them by deluding the people - We 
muſt therefore withdraw the veil from their eyes, and 
if a fleet ſhould be detached againſt us, Why: ſhould 
not the French Admiral addreſs the Engliſh Sailors in 


the following manner : 


«© Engliſhmen, men hs have ne againſt che de- 
ſpot iſm of their King; who have driven from their coun- 
try the Armies of two of the moſt powerful Military 


Nations of Europe, are ſtill forced to fight to defend 
their liberties. You ought to be well aware of the 


cauſe you are come to avenge. Have the French in- 
vaded your country? Have they interrupted your Na- 
„ . 4 vi- 
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| vigation; inſulted your Nation, refuſed to diſcharge to- 
wards your fellow-citizens the duties of hoſpitality 2: 
Have you, in the wide-ſpread extent of your Empire, 
one charge to make againſt the Agents of the Repub- 
lic? No.—Since, then, nothing can juſtify the war 
into which you are dragged, and ſince, without reaſon, 
our blood is to tinge thoſe waves which we ought to 
preſs in peace, and on which. we ought to embrace as 
Brothers—extend to us your hands in amity—French- 
men have. ſaid, that * men are born equally free—that 
laws ought to have for their object the enjoyment of 
Liberty and Equality ; theſe they have called the Rights 
of Man,” ----O People of England! this is the crime of 
which the French have been guilty, It has armed 
againſt them Kings, Lords, Prieſts ; for theſe, men ba- 
niſh from their ſyſtem of morality and- politics all ideas 
of Equality. But the French appeal to your conſcience, 
and to your unbiaſſed reaſon--- Will you make war with 
them becauſe they have promulgated your rights and 
their own? Is it true that the effects of theſe truths 
have enraged thoſe who every where oppreſs and de- 
ſpiſe their ſpecies, and who dare to enjoy in the boſom 
of wealth thoſe luxuries which are procured by the 
ſweat and labour of their fellow creatures? But will 
you who are brought to fight us, you, whoſe ſtrengtkh 
and courage are about to- be exerted on the. fide of 
avarice and ambition, will you aſſiſt thoſe who deſpiſe 
you ?— Anſwer us—what is your condition? what are 
your hopes? and what will be the effect of your endea> 
vours, ſhould you triumph, er otherwiſe? We will 
inform you, If we fail, Liberty will be baniſhed from 
Europe, perhaps from the world for ever, If we ſucceed, 
you will be free; for it is for the Rights of Man that 
we contend, and if you are men, our victory will be 
your own. Speak now, do you wiſh to contend againſt 
us? Anſwer us, are you our enemies or our friends ?“ 

Perhaps this Addreſs, if it were heard by the People of 


R Eng- 


„ 
England would terminate all our anxieties, and would 
attach to us even that nation that now ſeems hoſtile 
to us. The conviction of thoſe truths I have delivered, 
has infuſed it{elf into the minds of many perſons in Eng- 
land. Government will fear the diſcloſure of them, — 
The event of a war will accelerate it. 

This obſervation recalls me more immediately to the 
ſubject in diſcuſſion. 

In recurring to the obſervations I have made, I can 
only diſcover additional motives to confirm me in my 
former opinion of the ultimate views of Mr. Pitt—he wiſhes 
to avert the conſequences of our Revolution from Eng- 

land —he hopes, at leaſt, by his armaments and his nego- 
ciations, to turn the current of the public diſſatisfaction 
from a particular object, by the expectation of a war, 
which he will not enter into he till has excited the ancient 
prejudices of the people of England, and eſtabliſhed a 
maleontent party in France.—I believe that he will be 
difappointed in both his expectations, particularly in that 
which relates to us—he judges our country by his own— 
France emancipated, France cannot be influenced by fear. 
be will receive laws only from herſelf —One or two 
men govern *** ** _here the public opinion governs 
us.—In ***** two parties diſpute the poſſeſſion of power 
in France, we contend, only for the applauſe of the 
people. —In ***** miniſters are the rulers of the nation 
in France they are but clerks, Mr. Pitt acknowledges 
the government only in his own popularity—in France, 
it is acknowledged in the will of the people. I will at- 
| tempt to develope the character gf this man, whoſe errors 
may become, in the criſis, ſo fatal to the world. Let him 
attend to me—Let him know that there is no ſimilitude 
between a country that oppreſſes liberty and France, 

where liberty appears vn the horizon for the firſt time, 
free from ariſtocratic attrchments, © Glittering like the 
morning /lar, full of life, and ſplendour, and jey.— Let 
dE bla 
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him know that we fear not kings, and that if we ſuffer 
our late monarch to exiſt, we will not permit him b 
treaties that are not ratified by the nation, 

Let him know that we can live in peace with kings, but 
that we can only fraternize with the people. Let him 
know that we will make peace only on conditions that 
are honourable to ourſelves, and that ſhall' confirm the 
independence of that people from whoſe ſhoulders we 
have removed the galling yoke. Let him know that we 
fear not war, and that the firſt gun fired on the ſeas will 
impoſe upon us the duty of emancipating Holland, Spain, 
and South America—a duty not above our courage and 
our reſources, aided as we are in all thoſe countries by the 
evident intereſts of the people, and by a majority that 
Invites us thither. * 

In ſhort, let him know that the anarchiſts of every de- 
ſcription are fallen into contempt z that their dupes will 
not long remain ſo; and that our agitations are like 
| thoſe of the Ocean; the ſurface indeed is moved, but the 
maſs is tranquil. | 

1 now proceed to examine the conſequences of the war 
with which we are threatened, and to reaſon upon the 
ſuppoſition, that the war with England ſhould draw us 
into a general war with all the powers of Europe.—Let 
not this truth alarm us; our intereſt requires, that in this 
ſtruggle there ſhould be no neutrals; and if we are obliged 
to it, I propoſe that we ſhould make this general procla- 
mation, addreſſed to all Nations—« That in a war of 
Kings againſt Men, we can only acknowledge friends or 
enemies.” Policy counſels this reſolution, apparently deſ- 
perate, but the motives for which I am now to explain: 
England is a power ſo preponderant- in Commerce and 
Navigation, that other nations are, as it were, the factors 
only of their buſineſs. France fands alone on her own. 
induſtry and riches. But Spain, Portugal, and Holland, 
and the little Republics of Italy, traffic on the capital and 
ol R 2 Produce 
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produce of Engliſh induſtry; and the treaſures of the New 
World, and thoſe of 4 ſia are at this moment tributary to 
the active induftry of the merchants and manufacturers 
of that nation. Denmark, Sweden, and Ruſſia, have an 
apparent fund of commerce in their naval ſtores, which 
ſeem peculiar to themſelves. But this fund of commerce 
even is exchanged by the Englifh merchants, nor is 
there a lucrative branch of traffic that is not carried 
on to the profit of this truly mercantile people. 

I know that it is a bold and hardy enterprize to declare 
fingly againſt a world of enemies. Bat if great hazards 
are connected with ſuch an enterprize, it offers alſo great 
reſources. Were we to attack the nations themſelves, 
the propoſition would be ridiculous, and would not merit 
a diſcuſſion; but the people would be i in this war but a 
paſſive inſtrument, and as they muſt experience loſſes 
without indemnification, they would be moſt eaſily con- 
vinced that it was unjuſt, and their voices who fought us, 
would at laſt join in our triumphs. We have not ſuffi- 
ciently reflected on the advantages of nations who fight in 
a body, who make war for themſelves, for whom it is a 
common cauſe. There is a uſe in recollecting, now Eu- 
rope menaces us with a general war, what weak nations, 
when devoted, when reſolved as we are, to live free or 
die, have done in circumftances nearly fimilar. A review 
of the courageous reſiſiance of the Athenians, whoſe terri- 
tory in extent and population did not equal the leaſt of 
our Departments---of the terrible war they ſupported for 
thirty-cight years againſt all the neighbouring nations— 
which was as fatal to Greece as to the Athenians them- 
ſelves—is the greateſt monument that Hiſtory has tranſ- 
mitted us of the courage, the ferocity, and the genius of 
man It is alſo a proof of what the genius of Liberty may 
Wr, e | 
A more recent example preſents itſelf, that of the 
Dutch ſhaking off the yoke of Philip II. « A little nook 
#6 4 . | : 3 | of 
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of land {ſays Voltaire) almoſt drowned in the ſea, which 
ſubſiſted by catching herrings, is become a formidable 
power; it checked Philip II. deſpoiled his ſucceſſors of 
| nearly all they poſſeſſed in the Eaſt Indies, and in the end 
became their protectors“ So much greatneſs was the 
work of Philip's perſecution : curs ſhall be the fruit of the 
perſecution of all the kings of Europe ; but it will coſt us 
our treafures ! Be it ſo, if war impoveriſhes us, it will 
force us to change our manners, and put us on a par with 
the ſpirit of the Revolution. A ſea war will bring our 
- armies to the defence of our frontiers, and it is in theſe we 
ſhall be invincible z and if Spain, England, and Holland, 
attack us, Aſia and America will call aloud to us. Let us 
vigorouſly puſh our enterprize into theſe rich countries, 
Let us recollect it was a pope who gave America to 
Spain. | 
If we conſider the vaſt geld that this hardy reſolution 
opens to the courage and activity of our ſailors, the vaſt 
reſources that it preſents to you; if you reſt your thoughts 
upon that multitude of veſſels, richly freighted, which 
will be the frequent prey of your privateers; if in a ſea 
war, you call together that crowd of wandering men, who 
are to be found in all the nations of Europe; if you adopt 
them and aſſociate them in your enterprizes; if this na- 
tion, whoſe. maritime commerce muſt be ſuſpended the 
moment a war commences, directs its reſources and en- 
terprize towards the warlike operations of the navy, in con- 
cert with the government ; if you attack at once with your 
whole force (for a naval war muſt be effentially offenſive), 
the richeſt poſſeſſions of Spain, Portugal, Holland,. and 
England, you will then ſee thoſe Powers aſtoniſhed at 
their. defeat, feel their reſources drying Pe for you will 
have ſtruck the ſpring of their riches. | 
The credit of England reſts. upon fictitious wealth, the 
real riches of this people are ſcatterd every where, and is 
eſſentially perſonal eſtate, Bounded in territory, the pub- 
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lic fortune of England is found almoſt wholly in its Bank, 
and this edifice is totally ſupported by the wonderful ac- 
_ tivity of their naval commerce, Aſia, Portugal, and 
Spain, are the moſt advantageous markets for the pro. 
ductions of Engliſh induſtry; we ſhould ſhut thefe 
markets to the Engliſh, by opening them to all the 
world. 

We muſt attack Liſbon and the Brazils, and carry an 
auxiliary army to 'Tippoo Sultan. 

Portugal, with reſpect to defence, is a nullity. A fleet 
which ſhould penetrate the Tagus, after having exhauſted 
the country by contributions, after having deſtroyed the 
arſenals, ſhould terminate its ſucceſſes by firſt taking, and 
then liberating Brazil. 

An expedition directed againſt the Engliſh Eaſt Indies 
would, at the ſame time, threaten the eſtabliſhment of 
Holland, the important colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 
Batavia, Ceylon, &c, &c, There you would meet only 
with men enervated by luxury, ſoft beings that would 
tremble before the ſoldier of Liberty. 

The Spaniard bears in the receſſes of his foul the mark 
of a high mind, which renders him worthy to be free; in 
Europe he would weakly defend the cauſe of the Bonrbons; 
in America he calls to you, and you ought to march to 
Mexico, while you menace the Engliſh z for this maſs of 
enemies will prefent you with a valuable. advantage 
that each will be forced to put itſelf on the guard, 
and you will no where have more 2 one at once to 


engage. 

The Republics of Italy offer you maritime prizes, of 

which the loſs will fall on the Engliſh commerce, from the 

| ſuperior intereſt of the London merchants in their cargoes. 

The forces of theſe little ſtates are nothing 1 in themſelves, 
and may, by falling into your hands, ſerve to aſſiſt and 
ſtrengthen yours. 


England, Spain, Holland, and Ruſſia, preſent a conſi- 
| derable 
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derable numerical force in ſhips, but I ſee only the Englith 
and the Ruſſians who can act to together. ILY 

Spain muſt be — in the defence of her numerous 
poſſeſſions. 

If you puſh war in Zealand with vigour, you will nip 
the naval force of the Stadtholder in the bud, and the pa- 
triotic party, which has ſo long called you to its aſſiſtance, 
will, with your aid, ſeon Arn it from ſpringing into 
ſtrength. - 

If you direct 2 Mi a ought, you will in- 
demnify yourſclf for the expences of a land war; and 
perhaps, after the examples of the Athenians and the 
Dutch, France, all-powerful as ſhe is in her armies, will be 
indebted for the conſolidation of ber liberties to her naval 
force. 

All your foreign poſfeſnons are at this moment a ſur- 
charge to you, which coſt you treaſures, and return you 
none. If the Engliſh ſeize them, your captures will be 
lucrative on the other hand, and the emancipation of 
Mexico will balance the loſs of a few little iſlands. 

But your colonies will defend themſelves with bravery, 
and it is very poſſible your enemies will fail in their en- 
terprize, for the warlike ſpirit has already diſplayed itſelf; 
the civil war, and the forces which circumſtances have 
obliged us to ſupport there, and thoſe which you have re- 
cently ſeat, will put them in a reſpectable ſtate of defence, 
have this opinion, that the parties there will unite to 
remain Frenchmen, and that they ſeize this opportunity 
to prove their attachment to the Mother Country, If 
they prove ungrateful children, they neither merit 
your efforts nor your regret. If in the end the Engliſh 
become maſters of your colonies, it will be forced to 
keep them, and this ſurcharge will weaken them, 
while your forces, diſengaged, will ſecure ample ow | 
ſions to you cllewhere. 

I ſuppoſe that your enemies will attempt an invaſion of 
your coalt z do you doubt of their being repelled by our 
brave 
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brave coaſt guards? England, threatened with an in- 
vaſion, and having only her ſhips to defend her, will be 
obliged to keep at home a great part of her fleet and 
army for her internal defence. N 
* 8 W » * * 
But the Ruſſians— Will the Turks give no uneaſineſs 
to the Ruſſians ? and the Swedes, the only people who 
ſeem to hold out the hand to us; will they make no 
effort to ſtop the barbarians who threaten their liberty? 
In any caſe, the Ruſſians and Dutch confederated, will 
be checked in the Engliſh ports by our fiſhing veſſels, 
always in readineſs to tranſport there one hundred 
thouſand French; for by this expedition we muſt termi- 
nate the quarrel, and form with the F ngliſh a treaty, 
which {hall regulate the deſtiny of EY and found 
the Liberty of the world, | 

It reſults from the particular and general conſiderations 
to which we have called your attention, that conſtant and 
firm in your principles, you ſhould avoid the provoca- 
tion of a war, but that equally diſtant from every fear, 
vou ought to be ready to repel all unjuſt aggreſſions; 
that the war with which you are menaced, ſhould be fatal 
to thoſe who ſhall provoke it, and that you ſhould pre- 
pare to ſuſtain yourſelves with vigour NP ws. and 
her allies. 

I therefore en to you to paſs the following ; 
Decree: " 

I. To declare that the French are ready for e 
to form an alliance with the Engliſh people. 

II. To order the equipment of thirty ſhips of the line, 
and twenty-four frigates. To put the coaſts into a ſtate 
of defence, and to ſend into all the maritime departments, 
commiſſioners charged to ſuperintend every thing that 
may aſſure ſucceſs in a war. 

III. To examine the ſituation of the agents of the 
French Republic with foreign powers, and to render thei? 
fGtuation leſs precarious, without delay. | 
IV. To 


EW 
TV. To form a committee of general defence, taking 
three members from each of the following committees 
the marine, war, diplomatic, commereial and financial. 
The Aﬀembly adopted the laſt of Kerſaint's ER 
tions, and referred the others to the examination of, the 


committee whoſe formation they had decreed. | : 
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Reply of General Harvilla to the Remonftrance of the * 
Proviſional Repreſentatives of the City of Namur, | 
, againſt 1 the Decree of the National Convention : | '3 

of the 1 560 Us December. 1 


+66 Quarters General at Namur, Des. 2751 792. 

Hiri year: of the French Republic. 

« CITIZENS, I have received a letter in which you 
require of me the ſuſpenſion of the publication of the 
decree of the 15th inſtant, made by the French Con- 
vention. Tou are of opinion that it militates againſt the 
liberty of the Belgic provinces; and guided by the ex- 
ample of ſeveral other cities, you are about to remonſtrate 
to the deputies of the French nation, againſt the diſpo- 
ſitions of this decree. Laſtly, you teſtify your apprehen- 
ſion that this decree may produce, between the two na- 
tions, a en which u deſign is calculated 
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« To this language I ſhall ep by tha wy true Res * 
publican frankneſs and loyalty. & oh * * 
« 1ſt, T cannot acknowledge in the adminiſtrators of 1 
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the city of Namur, confuſedly, precipitately, and irre- 
gularly choſen and formed, and conſiſting in part of men 
intereſted in the ancient abuſes, enemies to the liberty of 
the people—1 cannot acknowledge, I ſay, theſe admi iniſtra- 
tors to be the repreſentatives of the Province of Non. 
ay bu. Your oppoſition, and your reflections, will there- 
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fore appear to me merely thoſe of a proviſional and ſubat 
tern body, in the hierarchy of its political n and not 
thoſe, of 2 ſovereign people. 

cc 3diy, I find that you have no idea of the liberty about 


which you ſeem to alarm yourſelves. For my part, who 


believe myſelf better acquainted with it, I think with all 
France, that this very liberty—that the accompliſhment 
of all the promiſes of our Republic to the Belgians, eſſen- 
tially depends on the abolition of all diſtinctions, of all thoſe 


odious burthens on the people, which conſtituted the regi- 


men, whether ya 4 or n of your ancient 


government. 


« Athly, It is clear, that when the Belgi gic people ſhall be 


entirely freed from all their ſhackles, when all the citizens 


intereſted in the common liberty, ſhall be able to ſhake off 
the influence of charges, honours, powers, and diſtinc- 
tions, they will be then enabled to create a conſtitution 
freely choſen by the greater number, for the good of whom 


the ſocieties ſhould be organized. If your nation, placed 
in this independent point of view by the French Republic, 


could ſtill deceive itſelf in the choice of the means of 


felicity, it would blindly, but at leaſt freely, be deſirous of 


this deception, It is not under the weight of ancient 
chaĩus that man can puſh on towards liberty; this weight, 


mare or lefs heavy, would drag it towards the earth, and 
it could not, after its vain efforts, do any other than crawl 


beneath the empire, or ſtrength, or cunning... I ſhall 
make a compariſon—you ' reſemble certain architects, 
friends of luxury and decorations, who wiſh, to preſerve 
the remains of a building adorned by the devices of an- 


- tiquity, bus who nevertheleſs, inſiſt, that it is impoffble 


to conſtruct, on the ſame ſcite, a commodious houſe on a 
modern plan, for a ſimple and modeſt proprietor, . who 
does not love architecture and the uncouth relics of an- 


_ _ tiquity. My opinion is, that your ancient priſon. ought to 


be deſtroyed, to the end that n replaced by an 
| edifice, 
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ediſice, the combination of which may be hampered by 


no ancient trace. Every frank and nn 
agree in the juſtice of this principle. 

« T am ſenſible that pride and perſonal intereſt can 
bur on in deſtroying the great reaſon of the public weal; 
but do you really think that if I conſulted the country 
people, the artifans and labourers, all thoſe men whom 
luxury reduced to be the ſlaves of the vanity of the pri- 
vileged claſſes do you think, I fay, that they would de- 
mand, like you, the ſuſpenſion of a decree which exempts 


them from manoria! drudgery, from the duties of exciſe, 
from feudal rights and ſervitude, and which reſtores to 


them all the dignity which belongs to man, in declaring 
them to be members of the ſovereign, and ſuſceptible 
of holding all public charges? No, citizens; and did I 
even alk them, they would aſſure me that your wiſh, de- 
corated with the fine name of the love of liberty, is not 
that of the people, your ſovereign. 

« I will, however, give-you, citizens, a proof of my re- 
ſpect even for the ſhadow of your liberty, in referring 
your letter to the deputies of the repreſentatives of France; 
but I aſſure you that nothing ſhall ſtop me, as ſoon as I 
ſhall have received their farther reſolutions. 

« As to the tempeſt with which you ſeem to threaten 
us, it is your own buſineſs, eſpecially if your liberty is ſo 
dear to you, to prevent it; and I am ſorry to be conſtrained 
by yourſelves to intimate to you, that its not he that fails 
before the wind, and whoſe power and ſkill do guide the 
helm, that fears tempeſts and ſhipwrecks. If prejudices 
could bring it about to deſtroy that harmony which we 
have cultivated with ſolicitude, that fraternity which 
would prove ſo ſweet to us, I would then ſhow you an 
hundred and twenty thouſand men in Belgia, nay all France, 
and you would ſee that we are neither without ſtrength 
nor without courage, to fell to the ground thoſe monſters 

who ſhould have diffuſed the poiſon of diſcord, But, 
| „ God 
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God forbid, citizens; ignorance, perſonal intereſt, and 
prejudices, ſhould ever bring matters to that point: peace 
and concord, will, I hope, be always our common motto, 


and I will ſupport it with all my efforts. Beſides I, the 


officers and ſoldiers of the Republic ſhall be vigilant, our 
eye ſhall be every where, and woe betide * incendiaries 
and cqu{pirator. 


 - (Signed) 


* bl „ Lieutenant-General 


„ AUGUSTUS HARVILLE,” 


Lettre du Miniftere de la Marine aux amis de la Liberte er 


de PEgalite, dans les Villas Maritimes. "Paris, le 31 
Decemibre 1792, Pan premier de la Ripubligue. 

LE Gouvernement Angleterre fait armer, et le rot 
4 E ſpagne, encourage pas lui, fe prepare à nous attaquer. 
Ces deux puiſſances tyranniques, après avoir perſecute, 
les patrioses ſur leur territoire, croient ſans doute in- 
fluencer le judgement du traitre Louis. Elles eſpèrent 
nous effrayer; mais non, je peuple que geſt rendu libre, 
le peuple qui a ſu chaſſer du ſein de la France, ſuſqu aux 


rives eloignes du Rhin, la rèdoutable armee des Pr ins 


et des Autrichiens, le peuple Francais ne le laiſſera dieter 
des lois par aucun tyran. | 
Le Roy et ſon Parlement veulent nous faire la . 


les . Republicains Anv/uis le ſouffriront- ils? Deja ces 


hommes libres temoignent leur mécontentément et la 
rẽpugnance qu'ils ont à porter les armes contre leurs 
freres les Francais: Eh bien] nous volerons & leurs ſe- 
cours, nous ferons une deſcente dans cette Iſle, nous y 
lancerons 50 mille bonnets de la liberté, nous y plan- 
terons Varbre ſacre, et nous tendrons les bras à nos fro res 
9 5 Republicains 3 ; 
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Ré publicains; la tyrannie de leur Gouvernement ſera 
bient6t dẽtruite. Que chacun de nous ſe penetre forte- 


ment de cette idee. 
| (Signe) 2 
MONCE. 


Letter from the Miniſter of Marine, to the Sea Ports, 0 
dated Paris, 31/t December, 1792. 
THE Government of England is arming, and the king 


of Spain, encouraged by this, is preparing to attack us. 


"Theſe two tyrannical powers, after perſecuting the pa- 


triots on their own territories, think, no doubt, that they 


ſhall be able to influence the judgment to be pronounced 
on the traitor, Louis. They hope to frighten us: but, 


no; a people who has made itſelf free; a people who has 


driven out of the boſom of France, and as far as the 
diſtant borders of the Rhine, the terrible army of the 
Pruſſians and Auſtrians—the people of France will not 
ſuffer laws to be dictated to them by any tyrant. 

The king and his Parliament mean to make war againſt 


us. Will the Engliſh republicans ſuffer it? Already theſe 


free men ſhew their diſcontent, and the repugnance 
which they have to bear arms againſt their brothers, the 
French. Well! we will fly to their ſuccour. We will 
make a deſcent in the iſland : we will lodge there fifty 
thouſand caps of liberty: we will plant there the ſacred 
tree, and we will ſtretch out our arms to our republican 
brethren, 'The tyranny of their Government will ſoon be 
dejlroyed, Let every one of us be ſtrongly impreſſed with 

this idea, | Fg Pls | 
Gigned) ot s 
mY MONGE. 
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Enraites tires di la diſeuſſ on fur la declaration de guerre | 
contre I Angleterre e et la Holland. 

Bxrcoon—C itoyens, vous avez renvoye & votre Co- 
mite de ſuretẽ generale la nouvelle piece relative à la con- 
duite de TAngleterre avec la Republique Frangaiſe. 


- Citoyens, la Cour d' Angleterre vent la guerre; vous 
ne pouvez plus en douter. La tableau de ſa conduite, 


que votre Comite vous a prefente 12 Janvier dernier, et 


qu'il ferait inutile de rEpeter ici a da vous preparer à cet 
Evenement. On pouvait encore eſperer à cette Epoque 
que laraiſon ramenerait le miniftere Anglais aux principes 
de la juſtice ; que, convaineu de la futilite de ſes reclama- 
tions, de Tinjuſtice de ſes proctdẽs et de fes vexations en- 


vers les Frangals, et craignant le courroux d'une Nation 


qu'il trompe, et qui pourrait à chaque inſtant ouvrir les 
yeux à Ja tumiere, on pouvait eſperer, dis je, que ce 
miniſtere abandonnerait les chicanes, et concburrait de 
bonne foi, avec le conſeil exẽcutif provifoire de fa France, 
a maintenir la paix entre les deux Nations. Cette eſpt- 
rance que cherifſaient les hommes qui ne voient qu' avec 


horreur une guerre entre deux peuples libres, cette eſperance_ 


n'eſt plus, les vues hoſtiles du cabinet de Londres ſont 
maintenant à decouvert, Un maſque perfide de neutra- 
lit les voilait encore; votre fermete republicaine a fait 
tomber ce maſque. Georges meditait ſecrettement, et de 
puis long tems, la guerre contre votre Liberté; car quel 


. tyran vous la pardonnera jamais? Il a corrompu Popinion 


de la Nation, il a effroye le commerce, i a ordonne au 
parlement, il a menace ſes miniſtres; et fiir de cette coali- 
tionʒ le moment eſt arrive ou il croit pouvoir impunement 
deployer ſes forces contre votre Liberte. II declare la 
guerre,en ordonnant I votre ambaſſadeur de ſortir de PAn- 
gleterre fous huit jours ; il vous la declare, en donnant 
publiquement des marques de fa douleur ſur le ſort de ce con- 


Wirdtour gue vous ave juſtement condamne au Supplice ; z il 
vous 
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vous Ia Wclareen . au parlement, 3 a la nouvelle | 
de cette mort, une addition confidèrable de en de terre 


et de met. 
Perifle pluts Angleterre, que, "de -yoir ts Republiqus 


Prangaife ſe conſolidet, tel eſt, nien doutez pas, F rangais, 
le veeu barbare du roi de la Grand- Bretagne; tel et e 
ſens Energique de Foutrage qu'il a fat à votre amb alladeur, 


4 4 — 


- 


et des armemens qu il ordonne. 

S'il ne Vous a pas ſur le champ et funeſtement ds- 
clare la guerre, c'eſt que ſon miniſtere n'a pas ſecondẽ 
avec aſſeꝝ dactivitẽ les ordres de ſa vengeance; c'eſt que 


ſes ſorces ue ſont pas encore prepares pour detruire votre 
commerce, enlever vos colonies, ravager vos  COMPIgNes "i 


c'eſt que, par un rafinement de machiavẽlſme, il veut 
Eviter Papparence de Taggreſſion, il veut pouvoir vous en 


accuſer aupres de la nation Anglaiſe; ; il veut, en un mot, | 


populariſer, nationaliſer cette goerre. Certes, fi le peu - 

ple Anglais ne ſe ſat pas laifſe entrainer à Vimpulſion de 
ſon miniſtere ; sil eũt examine avec quelque attention les 
calomnies repandues à grands frais contre nous, il n aurait 
vu dans les forfaits qu'on nous reproche, que les crimes 
de quelques individus, il n'aurait vu dans la France qu'un 
eſprit, qu un vœu; dans notre revolution, que la con- 
quẽte legitime de nos droits; dans notre regime rẽ publi- 
cain, que le regime le plus ſür pour maintenir la liberts 
et Legalité; il n'aurait vu enfiz dans le ſupplice de Louis 
20 un grande acte de juſtice; et convaincy de ces veritesg 
le peuple Anglais dirait à fon roi : Les Frangais veulent 
Etre Republicains, ils ont aboli la royaute, puni leur roi, 
ils avaient droit de le faire. Leur declarer la guerre 
pour les en punir, ſerait un acte d'injuſtice et la violation 
du droits des nations, du droit ſacrèe de leur independ- 
ance, Les F rangais ne nous combattent pas, . parceque 
nous avons un roi, De quel dioit les combattrions- nous, 
parce quils nen ont point? Nous pouvons continuer 
detre freres, quoique ſous un regime different, 
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Telle eſt la penſce, Citoyens, qui &eft ſans doute em- 


parce de la plus grande parties des eſprits en Angleterre, 


en voyant les actes ꝙhoſtilitẽs du roi George, penſeefqui, 
fans, la terreur des haionnettes, ſe ſerait d6jA manifeſtee dans 


un pays oũ la raiſon eſt cultivee parmi toutes les claſſes ; 


et partout ou la raiſon ſe cultive, la Republique Francaiſe 


ne peut Etre long-tems ſous un anathEme populaire; et 


vaila pourquoi, cette guerre contre la France, qu'on eft 
parvenu, par tant d'intrigues et de depenſes, à rendre po- 
pulaire en Angleterre; voila pourquoi, dans peu de tems, 
elle n 'y ſera. qu'un objet d'horreur et d'exEcration, 

Sans doute, le fang qui va fe verſer, rejaillira ſur la 
tete de ces ininiſtres perfides qui ne craignent pas de ſa- 
crifier des nations entieres aux petits calculs de leur am · 
bition ; de ces miniſtres qui ſpeculent ſur /a fin ou le di/- 
credit de nos aſſignats, comme ſur le terme de notre 
Liberté. Ils ignorent donc qu'une hypotheque immenſe 
leur ſert de baſe; ils oublient donc que les Americains 
furent libres long-tems apres la mort de leur propre 
monnaie. | 

Ces miniſtres ne finiront pas leurs jours au ſein de la 
tranquillite ; comme ce North et ſes complices, dont on 
crut punir ſuffiſamment par une diſgrace miniſterielle, le 
forfait atroce de la guerre 'Amerique, La Nation An- 


glaiſe, une fois eclairee par notre exemple, fera juſtice 


auſſi de ſes conſpirateurs en place. La comè die de Peter- 
nel procès de Haſtings ne ſe renouvellera plus, et les 
echafauds ſerviront encore une fois aux Straffords et aux 


Lauds du regime actuel, comme aux ſimples brigands. 


It eſt une idee qui doit èlectriſer vos ames, Citoyens; 


ce weſt pas pour vous ſeuls que vous allez combattre, c'eſt 


pour toutes les nations de Europe. Une partie de vos 


. ennemis mime recueillent deja les fruits de votre intrepi- 


dite ; car les rois craignent maintenant de vexer, d'im- 


poſer meme leurs peuples. Trois millions d hommes en 


* N | Irlande 
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Irlande vout tre affranchis, parce an, vos principes ont 
touche leurs rivages. | * 

C'eſt Europe entiere, ou u plutot ce e ſont tous les hn 
rans de Europe que vous avez maintenant à combattre 
et ſur terre et ſur mer. . 

Il faut que le commeręant oublis ſon commerce pour 
n*tre plus qu'armateur; que le capitaliſte conſacre enfin 
ſes fonds à ſoutenir nos aſſignats, a à ſubvenir au beſoin du 
numeraire ; que le propriẽtaire et le laboureur, renoncent 
à toute ſpeculation, et portent Pabondance dans nos 
marches : il faut que tout citoyen ſoit pret-.A marcher 
comme un ſoldat Romain, c'eſt-a-dire, non-ſeulement 
avec ſes armes, mais avec des proviſions pour un tems | 
donné, et par Ià vous dejouerez les calculs de vos enne- 
mis ſur le vide de vos magaſins. II faut que tous les 
Frangais ne faſſent qu'une grande armẽe; que toute la 
France ſoit un camp. II faut ſe preparer aux revers, 
d accoutumer aux privations. Linſtant approche où ce 
ſera un crime pour tout citoyen d'avoir deux habits, fi 
un ſeul de nos freres ſoldats eſt nu. 

En declarant que la France eſt en guerre avec le gou- 
vernement Anglais, c'eſt declarer qu'elle Veſt avec le ſta- 
thouder, qui eſt plutot le ſujet que Pallic du cabinet de 
St. James, qui, ſe pretant à toutes ſes paſſions, a, dans le 
cours de la reyolution, favoriſè les emigres et les Pruſ- 
ſiens, vexé les Frangais, traité avec inſolence le gouverne - 
ment Frangais, et j; en atteſte ici lëloignement des fabri- 
cateurs de faux aſſignats arretes en Hollande; et ce 
ſtathouder qui, maintenant pour ſoutenir la guerre du 
cabinet de Londres, joint ſes vaiſſeaux aux vaiſſeaux Au- 
glais, favoriſe les ennemis en traverſant notre im portation 
des grains. 8 
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Ar. I. Li Convention Nationale declare, au nom de 
la Nation Erancaiſe, qu'attendu les actes multiplies d'hoſ- 
tilttẽs et Saggreſſions ci-deſſus mentiones, la République 
Francaiſe eſt en guerre avec le roi PAngleterre, et le 
. gre des Provinces Unies. 

II. La Convention Nationale charge le conſeil executif 
proviſoire de dEployer les forces qui lui paraitront neceſ- 
faires-pout repouſſer les aggreſſions, et pour entretenit 
Vindependance, la dignite, les interets de la Republique 
Frangaife, 

III. La Convention Nationale autoriſe le conſeiVex6- 
cutif proviſoire a diſpoſer des forces navales de la Repub- 
lique, ainſi que Pinteret de Etat lui paraltra Vexiger, et 
elle revoque toutes les diſpoſitions particuliers ordonnees 
A cet &gard par les prẽcẽdens decrets, g 

Ducos. La Convention Nationale de France ne d6- 
_ Clare point la guerre au roi TAngleterre. Je jure, en 
preſence de I'Europe et de la poſterite, que, grands dans 
votre Jonganimite, comme dans votre courage, vous 
avez long-tems ſacrifie le juſte reſſentiment inſpire par 
les dedains, la malveillance et les outrages du gouverne- 
ment Anglais, a Teſtime obſtinee que vous gardiez pour 
une Nation qui fut libre, au defir de vous unir à elle 
par des liens fraternels. Pitt et Georges III. ont repon- 
du I ves vœux d' alliance par des inſultes; A votre mo- 
deration, par Tinſolence et le mepris. Les miniſtres 
Cy un roi, (ces grands hommes d'etat !) vous ont cru ſans 
vertus, parce que vous Etiez, ſans prejuge; ils vous ont 
eru ſans gouvernement, parce que vous <tiez ſans roi; 
ils vous ont m priſẽs, parce qu'ils ne taient pas dignes de 
vous connaitre; et leur audace croĩſſant avec Vo opinion de 
notre faibleſſe, ils ont voulu parler en maitres à des 
hommes que le deſtin lui-meme ne pourra maitriſer, 
Citoyens repreſentans, vous rEpondrez trop tard peut- 
Etre aux injures diplomatiques, aux provocations d'un 
| Ueſpote, par le ſeul langage qui convienne à la Repub- 

lique 
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lique, à coups de canons; vous negocierez par des ba- 
tailles. Le miniſtre de France eſt outrageuſement ex- 
pulſe ꝙ Angleterre. C'eſt Pitt qui vous declare la guerre; 


Pitt, coaliſẽ avec les tyrans de Pruſſe et d' Autriche, 3 


vendu la Nation Anglaiſe aux plus vils paſſions de ſon 
waitre, et à ſa haine jalouſe contre la Liberté Frangaiſe, 


Eh bien! nous ſaurons la de fendre, et le cabinet de Saints. 


James n'aura pas mẽme emporte ſur la France le ſterile 
ayantage d'avoir obtenu delle la premiere hoſtilite, | 
Cependant, ſuſſit il de vous confier dans la juſtice de 
votre cauſe? Deve · vous laiſſer porter ſur vos tẽtes le 
ſoupgon d'avoir provoque, quand vous ravez ſonge qu 
vous defendre ? Citoyens, ce n'eſt pas appres de la Na- 
tion Frangaiſe que vous avez beſoin d'apologie; c'eſt en 
ſe precipitant toute entiere ſur nos frontieres et ſur nos 
flottes, qu'elle juſtifiera ſes reprẽſentans; mais une autre 
juſtification eſt reclamee, par la voix de tous les hom» 
mes libres et eclaires de l'Europe, dont le cœur ſuit en 
ſecret la marche de votre revolution et le cours de vos 
victoires, qui vous conjurent de triompher par la juſtice 
et le courage, et de meriter qu'ils vous imitent un jour. 
Elle eſt reclamee par le peuple Anglais lui- meme qui 
rougira bientot d avoir ports le deuil d un tyran, et pro- 
digue ſon ſang et ſes treſors pour yenger une.ombre 
odieuſe et avilie, La Nation Anglaiſe ne peut tarder 3 
Sappercevoir avec indiguation que la liberte de la parole 
et de la preſſe a ©te ſcandaleuſement violee z que Veſpions 


nage introduit juſque dans les familles, eſt devenu une 


profeſſion recherch&e par les grands eux-me@mes, ſeuls 
dignes en effet de Vexercer, que la prerogative royale geft 
transformee en pouvoir abſolu; qu'enfin la derniere bar- 
riere qui arretat encore les enterpriſes du governement, 
Voppoſition, à ęẽtẽ preſqu'entierement renverſce par une 
miniſtere qui à trouve plus facile de la diviſer que de la 
combattre, 


C'elt a cet inſtant lorſque le peuple Anglaiſe, txompe 
par les proclamations menſongeres et les terreurs hypo- 
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erites bo ſon gouvernement, ſe ſentira, avec horreur, 4 


ſon réveil, dans les bras du deſpotiſme, qu'il ſe rẽpentira 
trop tard d'avoir volè lui-meme' au-devant de ſes fers. 


Vos victoires et ſes pertes contribueront auſſi, joſe Peſ- 


perer, i lui ouvrir les yeux ſur ſes veritables dangers, et 
à exciter ſes remords: il ſe ſouviendra de la guerre: 
q Amẽèrique, La bo gi par ſes eris, et termine à a fa 
Hhonte. en 

Il eft citoyens, un moyen Rae noble. 2 " Ys 
de montrer avec &clit les principes de juſtice, de gEne- 
roſitè, et meme les mouvemens daffeQtion qui ont dirige 
votre conduit” a Pegard de PAngleterre depuis le com- 


mencement de Ia negociation fi ſcandaleuſement rompue. 
Donnez Yordre au pouvoir executif de publier ſur le 


champ toute ſa correſpondance et celle du miniſtre de 
France à Londres, avec le gouvernement Anglais. 
Viola le ſeul manifeſte digne d'un peuple auſh fort de la 


puretẽ de ſes intentions et de la bonte de ſa eng _= le 


u puiſſance de ſes armes. 
Cette correſpondance temoignera devant vos commet- 


. tans votre amour pour la paix, et les ſacrifices que vous 


offriez pour menager le ſang du peuple, en lui Epargnant 
de nouveaux efforts d'hereiſme. 

Si, entraines par nos ſucces, le geniede la Liberte nous 
appelle encore à briſer les fers de quelque Nation oppri- 
mee, ils yerront ſi, comme nos ennemis nous en accu- 
ſent, c'eſt à la neceſſitẽ de repouſſer une injuſte agreſſion, 
ou à l'ambition de conquerir que nous avons cede, Ils 
verront avec quelle mauvaiſe foi le cabinet de Saint- James 
Soffenſait des adreſſes preſentees a notte barre par des 
citoyens Anglais, comme ſi PAfſemblee conſtituante nen 
avait pas regu de ſemblables en 1790, ſans que le miniſtere 
Britannique Sen alarmat; comme fi ces Anglais ſe 
montraient ſeditieux en ' reclamant des autrefois ; 
comme ſi cette improbation des vœux de. fraternite 
exprimes par ſes compatriotes, n'etait pas de la part 


de ce miniſtere, qui accueillait Calonne et Bouille 


_ | | dans 
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dans le meme PO une preuve evidens de nn de 


12 


ſes intentions. | 

Ils verront, dans cette ered avec quelle 
hauteur des ſacrifices, que deux campagnes malheureuſes 
auraient à peine rendus propoſables, Etaient exiges pour 
prix de Phonneur ſeul d'approcher de M. Pitt; avec 
quelle petiteſſe ce cabinet I diſpute à nos agens un titre, 
des pouvoirs, lor ſqu'il ne traitait qu avec eux, et en vertu 


meme de ces pouvoirs; avec quel mepris pour le prin- 


cipe ſacre de la ſouverainete des peuples il a conteſte 
aux Nations le droit de ſe declarer .independantes, et de 
Sincorporer à d'autres nations; avec quelle ignorance 


perfide il a exagere Vimportance de la Savoie, dans ce 


qu'il appelle la balance de l'Europe; avec quel zele offi- 
cieux et diſintèreſſè il a pris parti pour la Hollande, dans 
la diſcuſſion relative  Vouverture de PEſcaut ; avec quelle 
crainte de $'entendre, il a refuſe d'ecouter les interpreta- 
tions naturelles et ſimples doanees ſur le decret qui pro- 
met ſecours et fraternite à tous les peuples qui briſeront 
leurs fers? | | M7 

Ils y verront avec quel oubli du droit des gens et de la 
lettre des traites, les bills ſur les aſſignats et ſur les Etran- 
geres ont été commandes au parlement par le miniſtere; 
avec quelle barbarie des ſubſiſtances, notre propriete ſa- 
cree, ont étè retenues dans les ports de la Grande Bre- 
tagne par un gouvernement qui ſemblait conſiderer des 
Republicains comme des betes feroces, que la faim ſeule 
peut dompter. Ils verront enfin avec quelle fauſſe pitiẽ 
la nouvelle de la mort d'un tyran qui fut ſon ennemi, a 
Ete reque par George III. et par quelle ironique abſurdite 
le miniſtre de France, qui traitait en vertu de pouvoirs 
recus d'un roi qui ne l'etait plus, les a perdus à Vinſtant 
meme oũ la tẽte de ce roi parjure eſt immolẽe à la juſtice 
nationale. Une obſervation frappera ſurtout en liſant 


cette COrrelpondance : toutes les reclamations du miniſters 


Britannique 
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Britannique devaient former l'objet d'une negociation; 
et cependant il s eſt conſtamment refuſe I pourſuivre avec 
nous une correſpondance reguliere, 

Que ſervirait d ajouter de nouvelles preaves & fa mal- 
| veillante duplicite? 

Légiſlateurs, la publicité des tn Yun gouverne- 
ment libre et juſte, ſera toujours à la fois ſon apologie et 
fon Eloge. C'eſt fon premier avantage fur ſes ennemis. 
Sachez profiter de tous les votres; faites entendre à I'Eu- 
rope la voix de la juſtice, melee aux chants de la vic, 
toire : mais, quand la raiſon a parle, c'eſt à la force a la 
ſontenir. Vengez vos droits trop long- tems inſultés ou 
meconnus, et puniſſez les deſpotes qui oſeront attaquer 
votre Liberte, par la delivrance de leurs peuples. Que 
nos frontieres ſe couvrent de ſoldats, et nos ports de ma- 
telots I que la patrie toute entiere s' avance pour defendre 
h patrie ! Le jour des combats approche; le printems va 
renaltre, et Farbre de la Liberte doit reverdir avec la na- 


ture. 
Briffot relit fon 0 os decret. —Os Sui de 


= toutes parts à aller aux voix. 


 Ledecret eſt portẽ a Punanimits, ainſ qu'il ſuit : 


Deeret fur la declaration de guerre contre le roi id Angleterre 
et les tathouder d Hollande. 


Ia Convention Nationale, apres avoir 3 le 
rapport de ſon Comite de Defence Generale, ſur la con- 
duite du governement Anglais envers la France, 
Conſidérant que le roi Angleterre n'a cefle princi- 
palement depuis la revolution du 10 Aout 1792, de don- 
ner à Nation Frangaiſe des preuves de fa malveillance 
WG e eee © bn eee os tẽtes cou- 
ronnẽes. 

Qu a cette Epoque, * a ens à ſon 2 1 

| Paris, 
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Paris, de ſe retirer, parce qu'il ne voulait pas reconnaltre 


le conſeil exEcutif proviſoire, cree par 'AJemblee legit 


lative, 

Que le cabinet de Saint-James abend à la * 
Epoque de correſpondre avec Pambaſſadeur de France à 
Londres, ſous pretexs de la 7 EEG du ci-devant roi 
des Frangais. 

Que depuis Vouverture de la 8 Nationale, ul 
n'a pas voulu repondre à la correſpondance accoutumee 
entre les deux Etats, ni reconnaltre les pouyoirs de cette 
Convention. 

Qu'il a refuſe de reconnaltre Pambaſſadeur de la Re» 
publique Frangaiſe, * muni de lettres de creance 
en ſon nom. 

Qu'il a cherche a traverſer les divers achats de grains 
armes et autres marchandiſes commandes en Angleterre, 
ſoit par des citoyens Francais, ſoit par des agens > La 
Republique Francaiſe, 

Qu'il a fait arreter pluſieurs ee et vailſeaux 
charges de grains pour la France, tandis que, contre le 
tenu du traite de 1786, Pexportation en continuait pour 
d'autres pays Etrangers, 

Que pour traverſer encore plus efficacement les operas 
tions commerciales de la Republique en Angleterre, i a 


fait probiber par un afte de parlement la circulation des 


aſſignats. 
Qu'en violation de Farticle 4 du traite de 1786, le 
| fait rendre par. le mEme, dans le cours du mois de Janviet 
dernier, un acte qui aſſujettit tous les citoyens Frangaiſe 
reſidant on venant en Angleterre, aux formes les plus 
inquifitoriales, les plus vexationes et les pros DART 
pour leur ſurete. 

Que dans le lc ans, et ene dic de Particle 
1 du traité de paix de 1783; il a accords une protec» 
tion, des ſecours d' argent aux Emigres, et meme aur 
_ des rebelles, qui ont deja combattu contre la France 
qu'il 
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qu'il entretient avec eux une correſpondance journaliere 
et Evidemment dirigèe contre la revolution Frangaiſe, 
qu'il accueille pareillement les chefs des — des oo- 
lonies Frangaiſes occidentales. | 

Que dans le meme eſprit, ſans qu'aucune provocation 
y ait donné lieu, et lorſque toutes les puiſſances mari- 
times ſont en paix avec PAngleterre, le cabinet de Saint- 
James a ordonne un armement conſiderable par mer et 
une augmentation a ſes forces de terre, 

Que cet armement été ordonne au moment ov le 
miniſtere Anglais perſecutait avec acharnement, ceux 
qui ſoutenaient en Angleterre les principes de la Revolution 
Francaiſe, et employait tous les moyens poſſibles, ſoit 
au parlement, ſoit au-dehors, pour couvrir d'ignominie 
la Republique Frangaiſe, et pour attirer ſur elle Fexe- 
_ cration de la Nation Anglaiſe et de V'Europe entiere. 

Que le but de cet armement deſtinẽ contre la France n'a 
pas meme ẽtẽ deguiſe dans le parlement d' Angleterre, 
Que quoque le conſeil executif proviſoire de France ait 
employe toutes les meſures pour conſerver la paix et la 
fraternite avec la nation Anglaiſe, et n'ait repondu aux 
calomnies et violations des traitẽs, que par des reclama- 
tions fondees ſur les. principes de la juſtice et exprimèes 
avec la dignite d'hommes libres, le miniſtre Anglais a 
perſevere, dans ſon ſyſtème de malveillance et d'hoſtilite, 
continue les armemens, et envoye une eſcadre vers 
Teſcaut,-pour troubler les operations de Ja F rance dans 
10 Belgique, - 

Qu'a la nouvelle de 1 at io Louis, il a ones 
Foutrage envers la Republique Frangaiſe,, au point de 
donner ordre à Tambaſſadeur de France de quitter ſous 
hoit 3 jours le territoire de la Grande Bretagne. 

Que le roi d' Angleterre a manifeſts ſon attachement 
A la cauſe de ce traitre, et ſon diſſein de la ſoutenir par 
diverſes reſolutions priſes au moment de ſa mort, ſoit 
pour nommer les generaux de ſon armee de terre, ſoit 

| pour 
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pour demander au parlement d Angleterre une addition 
conſiderable de forces de terre et de mer, . 
Fequipement de chaloupes canonnieres. 

Que ſa coalition fecrette avec les ennemis de Ia 
France, et notamment avec Vempereur et la Pruſſe, 
vient d'etre confirmee, par un traite paſſe avec le pre- 
mier, dans le mois de Janvier dernier. 

Qu'il a entrainè dans la meme coalition le ſtathouder 
des Provinces-Unies; que ce premier, dont le dẽvoũ- 
ment ſervile aux ordres des cabinets de Saint James et 
de Berlin, n'eſt que trop notoire, a, dans le cours de la 
Revolution Frangaiſe, et malgre la neutralite dont il pro- 
teſte, traits avec mepris les agens de France, accueilli 
les Emigres, vexé les patriotes Frangais, traverſe leurs 
operations, relachs, malgre Puſage regu, et malgre la 
demande du miniftere Frangais, des fabricateurs de faux 
aſſignats; que, dans les derniers tems, pour concourir 
aux deſſeins hoſtiles de la Cour de Londres, il à or- 
donné un armement par mer, nommé un amiral, or- 
donne I des vaiſſeaux Hollandais de joindre Feſcadre 
Anglaiſe, ouvert un emprunt pour ſubyenir aux' frais 
de la guerre, empeche les exportations pour la France, 
tandis qu'il favorifait les approviſionnemens des maga- 
ins Pruſſiens et Autrichiens. 

Couſiderant enſin que toutes les circonſtances ne Jaif- 
ſent plus à la Republique Frangaiſe d'eſpoir d obtenir, 
par la voie de negociations amicales, le redreſſement de 
ces griefs, et que tous les artes de la Cour Britannique 
et de Hollande ſont des actes dhoſtilites, et Equivalent 
à une déclaration de guerre. 

La Convention Nationale decrete ce qui ſuit. 

AR r. I. La Convention Nationale declare, au nom 
de la Nation Frangaiſe, qu'attendu les actes multiplies 
d'hoſtilitẽs et d' aggreſſions ci-defſus mentionnes, la Re- 
publique Franaiſe eſt en guerre avec { Roi d Angleterre 
et le Stathouder des Provinces Unies, 

U II. La 


4 


II. La Convention Nationale charge le conſeil exe cutif 
proviſoire de deployer les forces qui lui paraitront néceſ- 
ſaires pour repouſſer les aggreſſions et pour entretenir 
- Findependance, la gui, les -interets de la Republique, 
Prangaiſe. | 

III. La Giinvention 6 W le conſeil 
at proviſoire 2 diſpoſer des forces navales de la 
Republique, ainſi que Vinteret- de VEtat lui paraitra 

VFexegir, et elle revoque toutes les diſpoſitions particu- 
lieres ordonnees a cet égard par les precedens decrets. 

| Barbarous. :Repreſentans, j'ai vote la guerre contre 
le cabinet de Saint James, parce que J'ai Veſperance de 
voir le peuple Anglais ſortir enfin de la ſtupeur ol I'a 
plonge la longue habitudede ſon eſclavage conſtitutionnel, 
et nous venger lui meme d'une Cour qui pouſſe 2 leur 
deſtruction reſpective, deux peuples qui devraient Etre 
unis pour le bonheur du monde. Les guerres maritimes 
ſont le fleau le plus deſtructeur des hommes. 
Fabre, d Eglantines, Je demande qu'independamment 
de la publication de la correſpondance miniſterielle avec 
la Cour de Londres, et des diſcours de Briſſot et Ducos, 
vous faſhez une Addreſſe directe au le peuple Anglais, 
au nom de la Nation Frangaiſe, et qu'il ſera decrete 
que vous accordez aux Anglais et Hollandais qui re- 
ſident en France la protection des loix. 

Saint-André. La Nation Anglaiſe nons ſaura gre de 
lui avoir ouvert les yeux ſur ſes miniſtres, ſur ſon tyran. 
Fappuie les propoſitions de Fabre d Eglantines. 

Camille-Deſmoulins. Briſſot menace le peuple Anglais 
Pune banqueroute; et certes, y a- t il au moyen plus ſur 
d'intereſſer le peuple Anglais contre vous, que de lui 
dire que dans un an il ſera ruine, 

. Barrere, Quand le miniſtre des affaires Etrangeres eſt 
venu vous annoncer que le moment n'etait pas loin 
peut=ctre-o\ la Nation Franęaiſe ſerait un cappel ſolen- 


00 
nel a la Nation 28d vnus bm. convert my 
plaudiflemens, 1 a 

Cette Adreſſe remplira ce 1 - elle Pho faire A 
cette diſtinction que nous ſavons faire entre PAngle- 
terre et ſon gouvernement; elle /aiſſera le deſpote dans 
toute ſa nudite, hideux, et charge de tout la reſponfabilitE 
d'un guerre qu'il naura entrepriſe que pour-ſatisfaire' un 
vain orgueil. L'Adrefle n'elt done pas impolitique. 

Quant à la lachete qu'on croit voir dans cette demarehe, 
fi elle exiſte, du moins elle aura un motif honorable ; il ſera 
magnanime aux yeux de Europe, aux yeux de la poſts- 
rite, d'yoir reveille un peuple digne de la Liberte; et fi, 
' docile à la voix de ſes freres, ce peuple, indigné de ſa 
credulite, roconnait ſon erreur et briſe ſon Jong, c'eſt k 
nous qu'il devra fa delivrance z ce ſont: les Frangais 
qui auront ranime ſon antique Energie. Je vote pour 
Adreſſe, | 

Ducos, Toute Popinion de Barrere eſt fondèe ſur un 
rait faux, 11 penſé que le peuple Anglais eſt dans /a 
meme opinion que lorſque le miniſire vint vous dire que fi 
le gouvernement Anglais amenait une rupture avec la Na- 
tion Francaiſe, nous ferions un appel au peuple Anglais. Le 
fait eſt que tout le peuple eſt pour la guerre, que les com- 
mergans font des ſouſcriptions pour la guerre, que: la 
guerre eſt nationaliſie; le fait eſt que c'eſt lache de 
. youloir s'expliquer, quand on a dit: Je vais me battre. 
La diſcuſſion eſt fermee, 

La queſtion prealable ſur IAdrefle au peuple Anglais 
eſt miſe aux voix. 

L*Afﬀemblee decide qu'il y a lieu i deliberer, 

Elle vote enſuite PAdreſle, à une aflez grande majorits. 

Barrere, Fabre, Condorcet et Thomas Wer ſont N 
de la rédiger. | 

Marat. Les papiers du Miniſtere Ae qui FR 
Necker juſqu'a Roland, ont ete ſous Finfluence du mi. 
niſtere Frangais, dans leſquelles on traite nos gardes Na- 

= | tionaux 
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tionaux de bandits, de brigands, prouvent que Ia Nation 
Anglaiſe ne favorize pas notre cauſe, Nous n'avons pour 


nous en Angleterre que les n - et cette claſſe n 'eſt 
pas la plus nombreuſe, 

Si l' Adreſſe qu on vous propoſe d envoyer en Angle. 
terre pouvait y paſſer par les feuilles publiques, alors vous 
pourriez tirer le peuple de Perreur ou il eſt contre vous; 
mais ne le pouvant pas, ſachez que tous les moyens que 
vous emploirez pour la lui faire connaitre, ſeront re- 
gardes par ce 5 qui ne connait que les lois, comme il 
cites, et qu'il n'y ajoutera aucune foi. 

[Une pauſe.] Je retire ma propoſition; les patriotes dont 
Favais combattu Vopinion, viennent de me faire obſerver 
que cette Adreſſe eſt, à la verite, inutile pour U Angleterre; 
mais je la crois tres-:mportants pour les departemens. | 


* — 


Extratts from the diſcuſſion in the Sitting of the Convention 
of February 1, on the declaration of war againſt 
England and Holland, 


\ Br1880T. Citizens, you have referred to your Com- 
mittee of General Safety the new paper relative to the 
conduct of England towards the French Republic. 

Citizens, the court of England is defirous of war; of 
this fact you can no longer entertain any doubt. The 
ſtatement of the conduct of that Court, preſented to you 
by your Committee on the 12th of the laſt month, and 
which it would anſwer no purpoſe to repeat here, muſt 
have prepared you for ſuch an event, At that time a 
hope might ſtill have been entertained, that reaſon would 

reſtore the Engliſh miniſtry to the principles of Juſtice. 
That, conyinced of the futility of their remonſtrances, 
of the injuſtice of their proceedings and perſecutions to- 
- Wards the French, and dreading the reſentment of a Na- 
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tion they have deceived, and which might every inſtant 


have opened its eyes to the light; it might have been 
hoped, 1 ſay, that theſe miniſters would have ceaſed to 
employ chicanery in their meaſures, and have concurred 
earneſtly with the Proviſional Executive Council of 


France, to maintain peace between the two nations, This 


hope, cheriſhed by men who cannot view without horror 
a war between two free nations, this hope is at an end; 
and the hoſtile views of the Cabinet of London are at 
length unveiled. A perfidious maſk of neutrality co- 
vered them; that-maſk has been removed by your repub- 
lican firmneſs. Goo ſecretly and for a long time 
meditated war againſt your liberty, the enjoyment of 
which 20 tyrant will ever pardon you. He has corrupted 
the opinion of the nation, has terrified commerce, dictated 
ts the Parliament, menaced his miniſters, and, certain of 
this coalition, he believes that at the preſent moment he 
can with impunity muſter his forces againſt your liberty. 


He declares war by ordering your ambaſſador to quit 


England within eight days ; he declares it againſt you, 
by publickly teſtifying ſymptoms of grief on the fate of the 
conſpirator you have juſtly condemned to death; he declares it 
againſt you, by demanding of Parliament, on learning the 
news of that death, a conſiderable nn of land 
and ſea forces. 


Rather may England periſh, than witneſs the conſoli- 


dation of the French Republic ! Do not doubt, French» 
men, but ſuch is the barbarous wiſh of the King of Great 
Britain : ſuch the energetic interpretation of the violence 
he has done to your 2 and of the armaments he 
orders. 

If he has not immediately and fatally declared war 
againſt you, it is becauſe his miniſters have not with a 
ſufficient activity ſeconded the orders of his vengeance : 
tis becauſe his forces are not yet prepared to deſtroy your 
commerce, to take poſſeſſion of your colonies, and ravage 

your 
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your plains. *Tis becauſe he is deſirous, by a Machiave- 
lian refinement, to avoid the appearance of aggreſſion, to 

be enabled to urge an accuſation againſt you to the Eng- 
liſh nation, In a word, he wiſhes to popularize, to na- 
tionalize this war. Certainly, if the people of England 
had not allowed themſelves to be carried away by the 
impulſe of their miniſters; if they had examined with a 
light degree of attention the calumnies ſo liberally cir- 
culated againſt us, —they would have ſeen, in the crimes 
imputed to us, merely the crimes of a few individuals, 
They would have ſeen in France but one ſpirit, one wiſh ; 
in our Revolution, ſimply the legitimate conqueſt of our 
rights ; in our Republican government, no other than the 
government beſt calculated to maintain liberty and equal» 
ity; and, laſtly, in the puniſhment of Louis, they would 
merely have ſeen a great act of juſtice, Convinced of theſe 
truths the people of England would have ſaid to their 
King, the French wiſh to be republicans ; they have abo- 
liſhed royalty, and puniſhed their King——they had a 

right to do ſo, To declare war againſt them as a puniſh- 
ment would be an act of injuſtice, and a violation of the 
right of nations, of the ſacred right of their independance. 

The French do not combat us becauſe we have a King; 

with what right, therefore, can we combat them becauſe 
they are without one? We may continue to be brothers, 

| notwithſtanding we differ as to the mode of govern- 
ment. 

Such, citizens, is the opinion which without doubt ob- 
pars bold in the minds of the greater part of the people 
of England, on obſerving the acts of hoſtility of King 
George; an opinion which, unleſs for the terror of bayonets, 
would already have diſplayed itſelt in a country in which 
reaſon is cultivated among all claſſes of the inhabitants, 
Wherever reaſon is cultivated, the French Republic can» 
not long ſuffer a popular anathema; and this is the reaſon 
why the prelent war againſt France, which has been 

8 rendered 
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rendered popular in England by ſo many intrigues, and 
ſo much expence, why it will in a little time be viewed 
there as an object of horror and execration. 

The blood which is about to be ſpilt, will, in the event, 
unqueſtionably fall on the heads of thoſe perfidious mi- 
niſters who do not ſcruple to ſacriſice whole nations to 
the narrow calculations of their ambition; of thoſe mi- 
niſters who ſpeculate on the end or depreciation of our Aſſig- 
nats, as on the termination of our liberty, They are 

ignorant that an immenſe mortgage ſerves as their baſis z 
| they forget that the Americans were free long after the 
deſtruction of the money they created. 

Theſe miniſters will not end their days in tranquillity, 
as was the caſe with North and his accomplices, whoſe 
atrocious crime of framing the American war, was 
thought to be ſufficiently puniſhed by a miniſterial diſ- 
grace, The Engliſh nation, once enlightened by our 
example, will alſo execute juſtice on its conſpirators in 
place. The comedy of the eternal trial of Haſtings will 
no longer be renewed; and the fcaffolds will once again 
ſerve for the Straffords and Lauds of the preſent govern- 
ment, equally as for ſimple robbers. 

Citizens, there is an idea which ought to electrify your 
ſouls: it is not for en alone that you are on the 
point of combating; *tis for all the nations of Europe. 
Already even does a part of your enemies gather the fruits 
of your intrepidity ; for kings now dread to vex, to impoſe 
on their ſubjects. In Ireland three millions of men are 
about to be freed, becauſe your principles have already 
reached their ſhores, 

'Tis all Europe, or rather *tis all the 3 of Eu- 
rope, you have now to combat both by ſea and land. 

The merchant muſt forget his commerce, to become 
ſimply a privateer- maſter. The holder of a capital muſt 
at length dedicate his funds to the ſupport of our aſſig - 
2988 which are to ſupply the want of ſpecie. The pro- 


prietor 
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prietor and the eultivator muſt renounce every ſpeeula- 
tion, and carry abundance into out markets. Every 
citizen muſt be ready to march like a Roman ſoldier, that 
is to ſay, not ouly with his arms, but with proviſions for 
a given time. Vou will thus defeat the calculations of 
your enemies on the empty ſtate of your magazines, 
The whole of the French Nation muſt form but one great 
army: all France muſt be an encampment. We muſt be 
prepared for reverſes of fortune; we muſt accuſtom our- 
{elves to privat ions. The moment approaches when it 
will be a crime in any citizen to have two coats, if one 
only of our brother ſoldiers ſnould be naked. 

A declaration of France being at war with the Eng. 
liſn government, is to declare that ſhe is ſo with the 
Stadt holder, who is rather the ſubject than the ally of 
the Cabinet of St. James; who, giving a looſe to every 
criminal paſhon, has, in the courſe of the revolution, 
favoured the emigrants and the Pruſſians, vexed the 
French, and treated the French government with inſo- 
lence. In proof of theſe facts I adduce the eſcape of the 
forgers of aſſignats apprehended in Holland; and this 
Stadtholder, who, to ſupport the war of the Cabinet of 
London, now unites his ſhips of war to thoſe of Eng- 
land, favours the enemy by * the i 3 of 


corn. 
From al theſe coufidentians. your diplomatic com- 


mittee propoſes to you the following decree : 

The National Convention decrees as follows, 

iſt. The National Convention declares, in the name 
of the French Nation, that in conſequence of the multi- 
plied acts of hoſtilities and aggreſſions above mentioned, 
che French Republic is at war with the king of England, 
and the Stadtholder of the United Provinces, - 

2dly. The National Convention charges the provi- 
ſional executive council to call out the forces which may 


appear neceſſary, to repel aggreſſions, and maintain the 
| inde- 


L 
independance, dignity, and intereſts of the French Re- 
public.” 

| 3dly, The National Ce authorirer the Provi- 


Gonal Executive Council, to make ſuch à diſpoſition of 


the naval forces of the Republic, as the intereſt of the 
flate may appear to require. All the particular diſpoſi- 
tions in this reſpect, ordered by the THT Sy 
are revoked, | 

 Dveos. The National Convention of Frans does not 
declare war againſt the King of England. I ſwear in the 
| preſence of Europe and poſterity, that, great in your 
forbearance as well as your courage, you have for a long 


time facrificed the juſt reſentment inſpired by the diſ- 
dain, malevolence, and outrages of the Engliſh govern- 


ment, to the obſtinate eſteem you have preſerved for 4 
nation which was free to the deſire of uniting yourſelf 
to that nation by fraternal ties. Pitt, and George the 
Third, have replied to your wiſhes for an alliance by 
inſults; to your moderation by ſcorn, and inſolence. 
The miniſters of a King (thoſe great ſtateſmen!) thought 
you without virtue, becauſe you were without preju- 
dices. They fancied you without a government, be- 
cauſe you were without a King; have contemned you 
becauſe they were not worthy to know you; and, their 
audacity augmenting with the opinion they entertained of 
our weakneſs, they have endeavoured to aſſume the ſtile 
of maſters, in ſpeaking to men over whom deſtiny itſelf 
has not been able to domineer. Citizen Repreſentatives, 
you will perhaps reply too late to the diplomatic inju- 
ries, to the provocations of a defpot, by the only lan- 
guage which accords with the Republic, by the mouth 
of your guns: you will negociate by battles. The mi- 
niſter of France is outrageouſiy driven from England. 
»Tis Pitt, who declares war againſt you; Pitt, who by 
. a coalition with the tyrants of Pruſſia and Auſtria, has 
one _ * nation to the vileſt * of its maſter, 
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and tohis jealous MM. to French Liberty. Well! 
ſhall know how to defend that Liberty ; and the _— 
of St, James's, ſhall not even haye the ſteril adyantage | 
ever France, of having obtained from her the firſt act 
of hoſtility. _ 

Is it, however, enough for you to confide in · the 15 
dice of your cauſe? Qught you to allow the ſuſpi- 
cion to fall on you, of having provoked when you have 
merely aimed at defence? Citizens, it is not to the 
French Nation that von have need to apologize; by 
flying in one collectiye body to our frontiers and our 
fleets, in this way will Frenchmen juſtify their repre- 

tatives. Another juſtification, is required of you, by 
the voices of all the free and enlightened men of Europe, 
'whoſe hearts ſecretly follow the progreſs of our revolu- 
tion, and the courſe of our victories, and who conjure 
You 22 triumph by juſtice and courage, and to merit 
their future imitation. It is required by the people of 
England themſelves, who will ſoon bluſh for having 
mourned for a tyrant, and waſted their blood and trea- 
ſures i in reyenging an odious and degraded ſhade, The 
Engliſh Nation cannot be long in perceiving with indig- 
nation, that the freedom of ſpeech, as well as that of the 
preſs, has been ſcandalouſly outraged ; that ſpies, whoſe 
profeſſion is ſought after by men of rank themſelves, 
who are indeed alone worthy the exerciſe of it, have 
been introduced into families; that the royal prerogative 
is converted into an abſolute power; and, finally, that 
the laſt barrier which yet impeded the enterpriſes of the 
government, that the oppoſition has been almoſt entirely. 
overthrown by a miniſtry who, on this occaſion, have 
found 1 it eaſier to divide than to combat. | 

This i is the moment when the people of Eogland, a aq 
ceived by the lying proclamations and the hypocritical 
terrors of their government, will, on awakening, find 
themſelves in the arms of deſpotiſm, will too late re- 
„ * 


3 
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ent their baving voluntarily embraced their chains, 1 
fatter myſelf that your victories and their loſſes will alſo 
contribute to open their eyes to their real dangers, and 


to excite their remorſe, They will call to their recol- 


lection the American war, provoked by their cries, and 
terminated by their diſgrace. 

Citizens, there is an expedient at once noble and 
ſimple, by which you may make a glorious diſplay of 
the principles of juſtice and genoroſity, of the emotions 
of affection even, which have influenced your conduct 
towards England, ſince the commencement of the ne- 
gociation ſo ſcandalouſly broken through, Give orders 
to the executive power to publiſh without delay the 
whole of its correſpondence, and that of the miniſter of 
France in London, with the Engliſh government. This 
is the only manifeſto worthy of a nation as ſtrong in the 


Purity of its intentions and the goodneſs of its cauſe, 


as in the efficacy of its arms. 
This correſpondence will be to your conſtituents a 
teſtimony of your love of peace, and of the ſacrifices you 


would make to ſpare the blood of the people, by —_ 


ing them from new efforts of heroiſm. 

If, led on by our ſueceſſes, the genius of Liberty 
ſhould again call us to break the chains of ſome oppreſſed 
nation, they will ſee whether we have yielded to the 
neceflity of repelling an unjuſt aggreſſion, or, accordi; ing 
to the accuſation of our enemies, to the ambition of con - 
queſt, They will ſee with how much inſincerity the 


Cabinet of St. James's was offended at the addreſſes pre 4 


ſented at our bar by Engliſh citizens, as if the Conſti- 
tuent Aſſembly had not received ſimilar ones in 1790, 
without any alarm being created on the part of the Bri- 
tiſh miniſtry ; as if theſe Engliſhmen had diſplayed a ſe- 


ditious intention by urging thoſe reforms Mr. Pitt him-, 
ſelf formerly demanded; and as if this diſapprobation of f. 


the deſire of fraternity expreſſed by their countrymen, 
X 2 | was 
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was not on the part of the Engliſh miniſtors; who at 
the ſame time gave a favourable reception to Calonne and 
Bouille, an evident proof of the hoſtility of their inten- 
tions. 

In this correſpondence they will fee, wick what : 
E ſacrifices which two unſucceſsful campaigns 
on our ſide would ſcarcely have rendered propoſable, 
were exacted ſimply to maintain the honour of approach - 
ing Mr. Pitt; with what meanneſs the Engliſh Cabinet 


| diſputed with our agents a title and powers, when it 


treated with them alone, and by virtue of theſe very 
powers; with what contetnpt for the ſacred principle of 
the ſovereignty of nations, it conteſted the right of theſe 
nations to declare their independance, and to incorporate 
themſelves with other nations; with what perfidious 
ignorance it exaggerated the importance of Savoy, in 
what i it calls the balance of Europe; with how treache- 
'Fous and intereſted a zeal it embraced the fide of Hol- 
land, in the diſcuſſion relative to the opening of the 
Scheldt; and with what a dread of being convinced, it 
refuſed to liſten to the natural and ſimple interpretations, 
given to the decree which promiſes ſuccour and frater- 
nity to all the nations that thall burſt aſunder their 
bonds! 

They will there ſee with what. a forgetfulael of the 5 
right of nations, and of the letters of treaties, the Eng- 
liſh miniſtry obliged the parliament to paſs the bills 
which reſpect aſſignats and foreigners; with how much 
barbarity our ſacred property, our articles of ſubſiſtence, 
were detained in the ports of Great Britain, by a go- 
vernment which appeared to conſider Republicans as 
beaſts of prey whom famine alone could ſubdue, They 
will ſee, laſtly,” with what an affected pity the news of 
the death of a tyrant who was his enemy, was received 
by George the Third; and with how much ironical 
"ATE the miniſters of F rance, Who treated by. virtue 

of 
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of powers received from a king who was no more; voſt 
theſe powers the very moment the head of that perjured 
King was immolated at the ſhrine of national , juſtice, 
In peruſing this correſpondence one obſervation will be 
particularly ſtriking, namely, that all the claims of the 
Britiſh miniſtry were to form the objects of a negociation, 
whilſt at the ſame time the engaging in a regular cor- 
reſpondence was conſtantly denied to un. 

Can it be neceſſary to adduce any further neil of 
the malevolent duplicity of the Britiſh Cabinet ? 

Legiſlators, the publicity of the ſteps of a free and 
juſt government, will never fail to be at once its apology 
and its praiſe: it is its firſt advantage over its enemies. 
Learn how to profit by all your advantages. Let the 
voice of juſtice, blended with the ſongs of victory, be 
heard throughont Europe; but reaſon, when ſhe has 
ſpoken, muſt neceſſarily be ſuſtained by force. Revenge 
your rights, too long inſulted. or miſconceived, and 
puniſh the deſpots who ſhall dare to attack your Liberty, 
by the deliverence. of their ſubjects, | Let our frontiers 
be covered by ſoldiers ; our ports be filled with ſeamen ! 
Let all the country collectively advance to defend the 
country! The day of battles approaches; the ſpring 
returns; and the tree of liberty is about to clothe na- 
ture with a new; verdure. Nan | + 199 
- Bz1s80T now read a ſecond time his 25 of this 
cree; and a diviſion was called for on all ſides. 

The decree, to the RY tenor, W unani- 
mouſly. 41 „ ors" % tt! [8195126 


Decree which declares that the French Republic is at Fans 
with the King of Eugland and the'Stadtholder 5 «3 
the United Provinces," 5 
THE National Convention, after having nk its 
committee of general defence, on the conduct of rhe; 
Engiih government towards France; 
& Con- 


rw 3 
© & Confidering that the King of England has not ceaſed, 
and that principally ſince the revolution of the 10th of 
Auguſt, to give to the French Nation proofs of his 
enmity, and of his attachment to the coalition of the 
crowned heads; that at the above epoch he ordered his 
ambaſſador at Paris to withdraw himſelf from thence, 
becauſe he was unwilling to acknowledge the proviſional 


executive council - eſtabliſhed by the . aſ- 


ſembly;z . 

'6 That the Cabinet of St. James's has from that 

period diſcontinued its correſpondence with the ambaſ- 
ſador of France in London, under pretext of the ſuſ- 
penſion of the ci-devant King of the French ; 
4 That fince the opening of the National Convention, 
that court has been unwilling to reſume the cuſtomary 
correſpondence between the two States, and to acknow- 
ledge the powers of this Convention ; 

« That it has refuſed to acknowledge the ambaſſador 
of the French Republic, although furniſhed with cre- 
dential letters given in the name of the Convention; 

«That it has ſought to impede the different purcha- 
fers of corn and other commodities made in England, 
either by French citizens, or by the agents of the French 
Republic; that it has ſtopped ſeveral veſlels laden with 
corn for France, whilſt, contrary to- the tenor of the 
treaty in 1786, the wg remand continoed to other 
foreign countries; | 

«© That, ſtill more efficaciouſly to thwart the com- 
mercial operations of the Republic in England, it has 
prohibited, by an act of parliament, the circulation of 
aſſignats; | . 

% That, in violation of the 4th article of the treaty 
of 1786, it has framed by the ſame parliament, in the 
eourſe of the month of January, an act which ſubjects 
all French citizens entering into or refiding in England, 


\ 


159. } 


to forms at once the 8 inquiſitorial, the moſt vex - 


atious, and the moſt dangerous to their ſafety; 

« That at the ſame time, and contrary to the tenor. 
of the treaty of peace of 1783, it has granted an open 
protection and pecuniary ſuccour to the emigrants, and 


even to the chief of the rebels who have already fought 


againſt France, maintaining with them a daily correſ- 
pondence, n directed I the F * Revo- 
lution; 


0 That it Pn in a Gmilar way, the chiefs of the 


redels belonging to the French colonies in 22. Weſt 
Indies; 


„% That in the Gu ſpirit, without any provacatian an. 


the part of France having given riſe to ſuch a meaſure, 
and when all the maritime powers are at peace with Eng- 
landy' the Cabinet of St. James has ordered a conſiderable 
naval armament, and an nen of the, * 
forces; 

That this armament has been ordered at hw mo- 
ment when the Engliſh miniſters were proſecuting 


with inveterate ſpite, thoſe who ſupported in England 
the principles of the French Revolution, and uſed all 


poſſible means, either in parliament, or abroad, to cover 
with ignominy the French Republic, and to bring upon 
her the execration of the Engliſh nation and of 22 5 
Europe; 

That the object of this armament 0 againſt 
France, has not been diſguiſed even in the parliament 25 
England; 


« That although the proviſory executive n of | 


France have employed all meaſures to preſerve peace 
and fraternity with the Engliſh nation, and anſwered the 
calumnies and yiolations of the treaties, only by remon- 
ſtrances founded on the principles. of juſtice, and ex- 
preſſed with the dignity of free men, the Engliſh mi- 


niſters have perſevered in their ſyſtem of malevolence 
8 and 


[ 56 J 
and hoſtility, continued che armaments, and ſent 4 i Shas. 
dron towards the Scheldr, to — We "Operations of” 
France in Belgia 
That on the tidings of the execution bf Louis they 
carried their outragebus conduct ſo far as t6 give orders 


to the F. rench ambaſſador to quit the ary of 2 


Britain within eiglit days; ; 


. Phat the King of England nianifeſted his attach- 
ment to the cauſe of that traitor, and his intention of 
ſopporting it, by divers f̃eſolutions taken at the moment 
of his death, either in appointing generals of his land 
forces, or in demanding of the parliament of England a 
confiderable addition of fea and land forces, and to order 
the fitting out of gun- boats | 

That the fecret coalition with the enemies of une, 
and particularly with the Emperor and Nuſſia, has juſt 
been confirmed by a treaty md into with the firſt, in 
the month of January. | 

That it has drawn into the fame coalition the 
Stadtholder of Holland; that this prince, whofe ſervile 
devotion to the courts of St. James and Berlin is but 
too notorious, has, in the courſe of the French Revo- 
tation, and notwithſtanding the neutrality” he had de- 
clared, treated with contempt the agents of France, given 
a friendly reception to the emigrants, haraſſed the 
French patriots, counteraCted their operations, ſet at liber- 
ty, in ſpite of received uſages, and the demand of the 
French miniſter, the forgers of falſe aſſignats; that at 
the ſame time, in concurrence with the hoſtile deſigns 
of the court of London, he has ordered an armament 
by ſea, named an admiral, and commanded ſome Dutch 
ſhips to join an Engliſh fleet; has opened a loan to 
ſupply the expence of the war; and has ftopped the 
exportations to France, while he favoured the farniſh- 
ing of Pruſſian aud Auſtrian magazines. 

. Conſidering, laſtly, that theſe circumſtances leave 
. | Rt no 
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no longer to the French Republic the hopes of ob= 
\ taining by an amicable negociation the redreſs of theſe 
wrongs, and that all the acts of the Britiſh Court and 
of the Stadtholder of the United Provinces, are acts equi- 
valent to a declaration of war. 
e The National Convention decrees as follows : ; 


ArT, I. The National Convention decrees in the 
name of the French Nation, that, conſidering theſe 


acts of hoſtility and agreſſion, the French Republic is at 


war with the King of England; and the Stadtholder of 
the —_—_ Provinces, ' 


The National Convention charges the proviſion- 


ary wh council to put on foot the force which 
ſhall appear neceſſary, to repel this aggreſſion, and to 
ſupport the independence, the dignity, and the intereſts 


of the French Republic, 0 


3. The National Convention authorizes the” provi- 
ſionary executive council to diſpoſe of the naval force 
of the Republic, in ſuch a manner as the intereſt of the 
State may appear to require; and it revokes all the par- 
ticular diſpoſitions ordered on this account by proveding 
decrees. 

BARBAROUX, Ret I To voted for a 
war againſt the cabinet of St, James's, becauſe I entertain 
the hope of ſeeing the people of England at length ſhake 
off the ſtupor into which the long habit of their con- 
ſtitutional ſlavery has plunged them ;—of ſeeing them 
revenge our cauſe on a Court which puſhes on to their 
mutual deſtruction two Nations that for the happineſs 
of the whole human race ought to be united. Marie 
time wars are the moſt deſtructive ſcourge of mankind. 

- FapBrE D'EGLANTINE. I demand that independently 


of the publication of the miniſterial correſpondence with 


the Court of London, and the ſpeeches of Bri//ot and 
Ducos, you make a direct addreſs to the Engliſh Na- 
tion, in the name of the French Nation, and that you 
1 decree 
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deerps that the natiyes-of 3 and Holland reſiding | 
in France are under the protection of the lx. 

| SAINT-ANDRE- The people of England will he obliged 
to us for having opened their eyes on the conduct of 
their miniſters, and on that of their tyrant. | 

CaMiLts-DzSMQULINS. BRkissor menaces the Eng- 
liſh Nation with a bankrupzcy. Can there be a more 
certain 1 mode of intereſting the people of England againſt 


you, than telling them that in the conrle of a year _y 
will be ruined ? | 


BARRERE, | When the Minifter of Foreign Affairs | 
announced to you that the time was perhaps not very 


| diſtant, when the French Nation would make a folemn 


appeal to the Engliſh Nation, you crowned him with 
applauſe 

The addreſs will fulfil this object! : it ought to exo 
the diſtinction we wiſh to make between England 
her Government, and will, thus leave the deſpot in all his 
nakedreſs, hideous, and loaded with the whole of the re- 
ſponfibility of a war which he will have undertaken 
— 5 to ſatisfy a vain pride. In this point of View the 


| addreſs is not impolitic. 


As to the baſeneſs ſome affect to ſee in this Fol it 
will at the leaft, provided it exiſts, have an honourable 
motive. It will be grandy it will be magnanimous, in the 
eyes of Europe, in the eyes of poſterity, to have rouſ- 

| a Nation worthy of Liberty; and if this Nation, 

cile to the call of its brethren 3 3 if this Nation, indig- 
its yoke, it is ; to us. that it will owe its deliverance, 
Te will haye belonged to the French to have reſtored to 
the people of England their ancient energy. 1 ee 


vote for the addreſs. 


Ducos. The whole of BARRERE“s opinion is 3 


on a falſe principle. He thinks that the 'Engliſh Na- 


tion ſtill entertains the opinion it held, at the time our Mis» 
wiſler 
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niſſer came to tell us that if the Engliſh Government ſpould 
bring about a rupture with the French Nation, it would be- 
come us to matt an appeal to the People of England. The 
fact is, that the whole of the Engliſh Nation is for war; 
that the merchants form ſubſctiptions for war; and that 
the war is nationalized, The fact is, that it is cowardly i in 
any one to explain, when he has ſaid I am about to fight, 
| The diſcuſhon was chats,” of 7 
The previous Queſtion on the Addreſs to the People 
of England was put to the vote; and*the Aſſembly de- 
termined that there was no room for deliberation. 
The Addreſs was next carried by a conſiderable 
majority. 
Hharrere, Fabre, Condoreet, and Thomas Payne, were 
ordered to prepare it. 
Manar. The papers of the Engliſh Miniſtry, which, 


from the adminiſtration of Necker, downwards to that 


of Roland, were under the influence of the French Mi- 
niſtry, and in which our National Guards are now de- 
ſcribed as a banditti and as robbers, are a proof that 
the Engliſh Nation does not favour our cauſe. In Eng- 
land we have on our fide the Philsſophers only; and * 
_ claſs is not the moſt numerous. 

If the Addreſs, to be ſent to England, which! has 
been propoſed' to you, could be there inſerted in the 
public prints, you might then extricate the people of 
England from the error into which they have fallen re- 
ſpecting you. Not being able, however, to do this, 
know that all the means you may employ to convince 
them of this their error, will be regarded as ill by 
theſe people, who are acquainted with laws only. © 


{After a pauſe] I withdraw my oppoſition.” The pa- 


triots whoſe opinions I have combated, have jult ob- 


Lab + * 9 


ſerved to me that this addreſs is in real ty unneceſſa 
fer England; but I deem it at the ue e Very th 
n to the departments. 
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RESOLUTIONS or rus ENGLISH SOCIEFIES.. 
SOCIETY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION. 


May 18, 1792. 


vl — Ecabliſhing the general Freedom of Europe, 
| V In this beſt of Cauſes we wiſh you ſucceſs,” 


7 Holborn Es of the Friends of the People; inſtituted 224 
| November 1 7925 for the Purpoſe of Political Iuuęſtiga- 
tien. 


Pages 2, and 3, 


4 IT is an inſult to the feelings of Engliſhmen, to ſup- 
poſe they can ſanction the political enormities of the pre- 
ſent day generous in their nature, they ſhudder at every ' 
ſpecies of devaſtation and rapine-—they cannot, nor will 
they ſanction a formidable maſs of corruption, —They are 
not ſo criminally blind, as to ſmile with complacence on 
thoſe whoſe higheſt diſtinction is plunder---nov are they 
ſo totally ignorant, as to eſtimate any man's time equal to 
the liberty of robbing them of ſo muck of their property - 
as to be enabled to riot for a time, in all the luxuries and 
diſũpations of life, and afterwards retire loaded with riches ' 
and penſions. But let us turn indignantly from this con- 


tewggible picdure, and hail the ſpeedy approach of general 
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happineſs—hail che moment when the etherial blaze of 


friendſhip will ſpread from pole to pole—-when religious 
animoſities will ceaſe, and when ſociety will forget all 
diſtinctions but thoſe of wiſdom and virtue. Hail the 
kappy days when the wretchedneſs of poverty will be 
ameliorated, and the pride of riches vaniſh before the 
pleaſures of extending happineſs to ſurrounding objects. 


Oh ! hail! hail Britons ! hail! the happy period of uni- : 


verſal knowledge advances with flow but ſteady pace. 
Man begins more generally to feel himſelf the friend of 


his own ſpecies-—Reaſon is re-afſuming her empire, and 


kindling a flame of benevolence never more to be extin- 
guiſhed. 

Citizens, ſoldiers, and ſailors, of all nations, empires, 
kingdoms, and ſtates, you likewiſe are intereſted in this 
great ſubject -e feel for you-—you are united to civil 
ſociety by the bands of nature—you are conſtituted from 


among us you are our friends, our brethren-—you have 


relations of every deſcription with us Fathers, mothers, 
brothers, and ſiſters; nay, even wives and children—all 
join with us in ardently panting for your preſerv{tion, and 
deploring your hardſhips—all ſhrinking with horror at 
the diabolical practice of coolly bartering your pre- 


cious lives for the moſt mercenary purpoſes. Ah ! brave, 


but ill-fated men - dare to think, and even dare to avow, 
that nothing but the good of ſociety ſhall influence your 


arms dare to be the friends of oppreſſed virtue, and 


the terror of overbearing vice-—your own ſituation, toge- 


ther with that of ſociety, demands thoſe exertions - We 


invite you, therefore, to participate with us in the glo- 
rious cauſe of freedom—and peaceably to unite in inveſ- 
tigating the ſources of all our grievances,” 


: 


- 
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The Soldier's Friend ; or, Conſiderations i the late pretended 
eee of the _ ones 1 the Private Soldiers, | 
Page 5. 


ce If any thing 4000 in that wiſe ind equal repreſenta- 
tion of the people called the Houſe of Commons, were 
worth a thought from a man of ſenſe ; if any weakneſs or 
_ abſurdity of their's could at this day poſſibly create the 
| leaſt aſtoniſhment, one might think it wonderful, that 
members ſhould fit, and filently hear their underſtandings 
thus inſulted, and ſee their acts, as it were, Wen under 
foot before their faces !” 
Page 7. And here I cannot help obſerving, that this 
Aſſembly ſeems, by none of its acts, to be worthy of the 
attribute of Omnipotence, ſo often beſtowed on it, than by 
its donations z for how exactly does the manner of thoſe 
correſpond with that promiſe in ſeripture — Aſt and it all 
be given unto you ? Their conduct, in this particular, bears 
an exact reſemblance to that of the Father of the Uni- 
verſe, with this little difference, the diſpenſation of his 
gifts is the reſult of infinite wiſdom, and the cauſe of uni- 
verſal order and happineſs, while their — —— 


— — — — —— —— * 
; Page 12. « the cloſe connection that exiſts - 


between the ruling faction in this country, and the mili- 
_ tary officers—this connection ever muſt exiſt while we 
ſuffer ourſelves to be governed by a faction.“ 


< 


The Patriot. Tueſday, December 11, 1792. 
Page 186. « Thus is a nation pillaged—thus in an 
overbearing, haughty, and ſupercilious race of men called 


nobility, ſupported in pampered luxury and idleneſs, by 
the 


1 67 1 

the toil and labour of the induſtrious community, for tho 
purpoſe of oppreſſing that community by a conſtant ſup- 
port of every meaſure propoſed by any profligate courts 
and abandoned and prodigal adminiſtration,” - 
Page 214.— Upon this, the moſt favourable view of 
the repreſentation, what right have ſeven millions of peo- 
ple to boaſt of a free and glorious conſtitution, and of exer- 
ciſing the power of granting their own money ?” 


PIES 


— 


42555 F the London Correſponding * to the oder A 


Societies of Great Britain, united for obtaining 
a Reform in Parliament. 


Page 14. “ The Houſe of Commons may have been the 
ſource of our calamity z it may prove that of our delivers 
ance. Should it not, we truſt we ſhall not prove unwor= 
thy our forefathers, whoſe erer tions in the * of n man- 
kind ſa well — our imitation.” 


* n —_— 


The London Correſponding Society's Addraſſas and "I — 


lut iont. (Reprinted) 


Page 1. e The few who are now .. to dec re- | 
preſentatives, and thoſe who are choſen by this ſmali num - 
ber of eleftors, diſgrace the country at large by buying and 
ſelling votes, by vorrupting and being corrupted—the for- 
mer by their behaviour at elections, and the latter by 
their conduct in the ſenate - more than ſufficient to prove 
that the nation is unrepreſented, and that the preſent ſyſtem 
is totally unconſtitutional. 

Page 2. Reſolved, 5, That in conſequence of a partial, 
e and ee inadequate repreſentation, together 

with 
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: with the corrupt method in which repreſentatives are 
elected, oppreſſive taxes, wnjuſd laws, reſtrictions of liberty, 
and waſting of the public money, have enſued,” | 


bid. Reſolved, 7. « That a fair, equal, and impartial re- 


| preſentation can never take _— until all partial 88 
* are aboliſhed,” 


Page z. — — — here the whole of 
the ſuppoſed reprefentation of the people is neither more 
nor leſs than an uſurped power, ariſing either from abuſes 
in the mode of election and duration of parliaments, or 
from a corrupt property in certain decayed corporations, 
by means of which the liberties of this nation are baſely | 
bartered away for the Prime proſit of members of par- 


liament.“ 


Page 6. « Let him wt aſk himſelf, whether it be the 


part of a good citizen to fit quiet under ſuch abuſes, which 
have not only increaſed, but are at this moment increaſ- 


ing; and which ought therefore to be remedied without 
delay.” 

« Till the reign of HAT VI. it was not TR for 
the inhabitant of a county to have a freehold eſtate of 40s. 
a- year, in order to vote for the repreſentative of his 
county, But the ſtatute of that king, paſſed in the year 
1429, under pretence of preventing diſputes at elections, 
moſt unjuſtly deprived a great part of the commons of 


this nation, of the right of conſenting to thoſe taxes, which, 


notwithſtanding, they were compelled. to pay juſt as if 
ſuch right had not been taken from them. 

Till the reign of Queen Ax xx, it was not neceſſary 
for the inhabitant of a county to have 600l. a- year, free- 
hold or copyhold eſtate, in order to his being elected the 


repreſentative of his county. But the ſtatute of that 


Queen, paſſed in the year 1710, under pretence of the 
freedom of parliament, excluded all perſons not poſſeſſed 
of ſuch a property, from our repreſentation, whatever be 
their principles, their abilities, or their integrity. 
1 | ce Till. 
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ec Till the reign of WILLIAM III. parliaments were «f 
right to be called once a-year, or oftener if need be, But 
the ſtatute of that King, paſſed in the year 1694, under 

pretence of calling them more frequently, enacted, that 
they ſhould be holden once in three years at the leaſt. 

« Till the reign of Gzorcs I. parliaments were there- 
fore of three years duration; but the ſtatute of that King, 
paſſed in the year 1715, under pretence of a re/tleſs 

faction then exiſting in the nation, uſurped a power of 
enacting, that A ſhould rap have continuance 

for ſeven years,” 5 
Page 8.— — — „ Shall we, the multi- 

tude, ſuffer a few, with no better right than ourſelves, to 
uſurp the power of governing us without controul ? Surely 
not Let us rather unite in one common cauſe, to caſt 
\ away our bondage, being aſſured, that in ſo doing we are 

protected by a jury of our countrymen, while we are diſ- 

charging a duty to ourſelves, to our country, and to man- 


kind.“ 


Addreſs and Declaration of the Society of Conſtitutional 
Whigs, Independent, and Friends of the People, 
wnited for obtaining equal Liberty by a 
Parliamentary Reform. 


Page 2. It has become expedient for TAE PRO LR to 
aſſociate, for the purpoſe of obtaining a PaRLIAMEN TAN 
ReFoRM : That through the medium of a fair and equal 
repreſentation annually choſen, they may be relieved from 
a load of taxes too grievous to be borne, and rendered ſtill 
more intolerable, by their produce being laviſhed on PLAcx- 
MEN+ and PENSIONERS, and employed in ſubverting their 
BIGHTS, by the corruption of their DELEGATES,” 


2 Halbern 


FA 


i; Holborn Society of the Friends of the People; s inflituted 


i 
© 


224 f Nov. 1792, for the purpoſe of Political 
Inveſtigation, 


Page 3.— Plan, Art. 7. If a ſpeedy and effectual 


reform ſhould upon inveſtigation appear neceſſary, it 
will be the chief object of this Society to diſcuſs the 
plan of a National Convention, by which all parties may 
be fairly and equally repreſented. Every member will 
then be requeſted to bring forward his _—_ that from 
the whole an eligible 2 may be adopted. 


1 April 19, 1792. 


4 4 Meeting 34% at the Three Tuns Tavern, Hr. 
SAMUEL F AVELL, in the Chair. 


Declaration, Page 2. We are told that we have a 
conſtitution. If it permits theſe abufes, it is either not 
a good one, or good only in part, and defective in its 
principles, conſtitution, and effects. The continual ap- 
plauſe beſtowed upon it by placemen, penſioners, go- 
vernment contractors, court expectants, and the hired 
editors of proſtituted newſpapers; has juſtly excited our 


ſuſpicion either of its excellence or its exiſtence, It 
may be good for THEM, and not for us: and as we are 
no longer to be amuſed with a name or a phantom, we will 


direct our enquiries to the fact.“ 

Page 3. We are = therefore, of uniting 
with the ſeveral Societies already formed. in. various 
parts of the nation, for promoting an enquiry nay and 


aſſerting the rights of the people.“ 


© OED | . Afew 


A 


—— 
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A few Queries to the Methodifts in general, Fe. 


7 


Query 7. „Does not both reaſon and revelation 
teach us, that in order to lay the axe to the root of the 
tree of wickedneſs, we muſt begin with kings and 
princes, and biſhops and prieſts?“ 

London, Od. 22. 


Addreſs from thi London Correſponding Society to the Inha- 
bitants of Great Britain, on the ſubjett of a Far- 
liamentary Reform. 


| Page 3. ti highly diſgraceful for you 
to ſuffer yourſelves any longer to be thus enſlaved and 
diſpoſed of as cattle in a fair, as irrational beaſts in a 
nee to the higheſt bidder.” 

Page 4. * We will not hurt your feelings by a mi- 
nute detail of our common grievances, you cannot be 


ignorant, friends and fellow ſufferers, how generally 


power, place, penſion, and title, are the rewards of 
men whoſe ſervices to the court have been of the greateſt 
prejudice to the country—you painfully feel the conſe- 
quences, increaſed taxes, à great part of which are moſt 
vilely {quandered—a heavy national debt, begun with a 
deſign of forming a powerful and monied court party, 
continued with nearly the ſame view unto its preſent 
enormous bulk, and from its commencement militating 
againſt our liberties, Too viſible are the numerous en- 


croachments on our rights—too common the inſolence 


of office, the venality of magiſtracy, the perverſion of the 
laws, the letting looſe the military on every occaſion, and 
thoſe occaſions eagerly ſought. The ſubjectsꝰ complaint 
derided-—the one part of the nation turned into ſpies 
and informers againſt the other=the-—— but wherefore 


mor * 
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garliament affembled," 
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more? Ts here not enough to prove, beyond a doubt, 


that while we boaſt the beſt conſtitution, the mildeſt laws, 
the freeſt government, we are in fact ſlaves i” 

Page 8, © Perſevere and be free, for who ſhall dare 
withſtand our juſt demands? Oppreſſion, already trem- 
bling at the voice of individuals, will ſhrink away and 
diſappear for ever, when the nation united ſhall aſſert 
its privileges, and demand their reſtoration,? 


De Rights of Man, as exhibited in a Lecturo, read at 
the Philoſophical Society at Newcaſtle, &c. 

Page 4. (Laſt line) Hence it is plain, that the land 
or earth in any country or neighbourhood, with every 
thing in or on the ſame, or pertaining thereto, belongs 
at all times, to the living inhabitants of the ſaid country 
or neighbourhood in an equal manner. For, as I ſaid 
before, there is no living but on land and its produc» 
tions, conſequently what we cannot live 1 we 
have the ſame Py in, as in our . 


Birmingham Society for Conflitutional Information— 
Firfl inſtituted Nov. 20, 1792. 
Page 7. At preſent, that Houſe (Parliament) does 


not conſiſt of the repreſentatives of the people, but of 


lords and rich landholders; of miniſters and boroughe 
mongers, who buy and ſell ſeats in parliament, as 
© openly and notoriouſly as ſtalls for cattle at a fair, 
Therefore, it is not true that this government is a go- 
vernment by king, lords, and commons; for the come 
mons, or people, are not repreſented. © The commons of 
England in parliament aſſembled,” is a phraſe falſe and 
abſurd; it ſhould be, © The deputies of the ariſtocracy in 


« Declaraijen 
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[ 


&« Declaration.” Page 11. * The Cinflitation of the 
Legiſlature is a fraudulent deception.” 


Page 22. The preſent parliament, for ought we 
know, may paſs a bill to ſtrip us of all our poſſeſſions, 

of every thing we hold dear in life; as it is well known 

that the miniſter and thoſe that vote with him, could 

carry any meaſure, however hoſtile to the intereſt of the 
body of the people, whoſe ſervants the Houſe of Com- 
mons are,” 


* 


LIST f OE CLUBS 
WHICH HAVE MET I LONDON AND WESTMINSTER, FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF DISSEMINATING 


r et. be 


2 SEDYFIQUS PRINCIPLES» 
: * : ; | 9 | 1 
| | | = = + 
| . ar 71115 * A x 
| Ns. 8 \Phaces of Meting. : 


q | If, One Trap. A 
WP '2, $15 „ H-nrietta-Street, C. at⸗Girden. Ra 
| 3. Green Dragon, King Street; pint Garden, 8410 
| 4. — and Gun Great Peter- Street. 
? 8. Mag axquis of Gy a2 iite-Streety, Oxford-Market 
Nag's Head, range- ourt, 
2. Black Dog, Oxford-Market. 255 : 
Sun, Windmill-Street. | | | 
9. Unicorn, Henrietta-Street. 
; 10. Scotch Arms, and at the Wrekin, Huet's-Court, 
Round Court. 
| 11. Rainbow, Fleet-Street, and afterwards at the Three 
E | Herrings, Shire-Lane; afterwards to a private 
= | Houſe, Gray's Inn Lane. | 
12. Coach-maker's Arms, Noble-Street, Font 
then at Manſion Houſe, oppoſite the Manſion | 
Houſe; and then at the Crown, We 
13. Red Lion, Brownlow-Street. 
14. Black Swan, Brown's-Lane, Spital-Fields. b 
= 15. Cock, Cock-Court, Villiers-Street. | 3 
=o 16, Black Swan, Brown's- Lane, 
17. — — 
& 18. 31, Compton-Street. 
| 19. — — — 
20. — — 
21. . my” 
/ 22. 
ö 23. Ship, Finſbury-Place, 
24. Black Swan, e 's- Lane. 
25. Lowe's, Crown - Street, Moorfields. 
| 26. 19, Wych-Street ; afterwards 31, Compton- Street. ; 
27. — 8 | . 7 þ 
| 28. | 1 | 
| 29. Coffee Houſe, Shire-Lane, Temple-Bar, 


Wr © vn Re 


« * No. I. firſt met at the Bell, Exeter-ſtreet, in the Strand, afterwards 
| removed from thence, and the following Eight branched from it. 
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